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Every school year is different—some are better, others
are worse. The 2020-21 school year can be looked at
as the latter. LSU has gone through a lot during the
last caldendar year. We’ve lost loved ones, we’ve seen
our society divided and we’ve gone through a oncein-a-lifetime pandemic that forced us apart and tested
the strength of every individual within our wonderful
community. Life has truly thrown everything it can at LSU.
It’s important to remember the good times during these
hardships, however. Over the last year, we’ve seen the
LSU community come together like never before. We’ve
begun to understand each other and assisted each other
on the road to healing. Despite everything life has thrown
at LSU, we have reasons to celebrate. The University has
begun making positive changes on all fronts in order to
make the campus a more inclusive space for individuals
from all walks of life. Although we may not have been
physically side by side through it all, we came together
and grew closer during these times.
This is not the first bad year LSU has ever endured.
Every year presents its own unique challenges, but there
have been some particularly bad ones. The school was
temporarily closed just over one year after opening due to
the beginning of the Civil War in the United States. Now,
LSU is welcoming its largest and most diverse freshman
class ever to its campus this year. In the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina, the Pete Maravich Assembly Center
was converted into a hospital that treated around 5,000
New Orleans evacuees. Some of those evacuees attend
the school now and are well on their way to changing the
world. The point is, as hard as this year has been for many
students, we got through it. We got through it together.
The LSU community is incredibly resilient. Our passion
and drive simply cannot and will not be put down. Our
spirit is undeniable, our fight is endless and our resiliency
is Unrivaled.

We dedicate this book to Martin Johnson,
dean of LSU’s Manship School of Mass
Communication until his death in the fall
of 2020. May his unwithering passion and
kindness live on forever in Hodges Hall.
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T

he 2020 football season will certainly be one to
remember. For LSU, it may be one we wish to
forget. LSU was No. 6 in the preseason rankings
coming into its first game at home against Mississippi State.
Hot off the National Championship victory, LSU fans were
confident in their team’s chances this season. However,
the Tigers lost 14 players to the NFL Draft and also had
significant turnover on the coaching staff.
LSU fell to Mississippi State in Death Valley, becoming the
first defending national champion to lose its opening game
in over two decades. The final score was a heartbreaking 4434. LSU followed that loss up with a huge win at Vanderbilt,
although as Vanderbilt’s season progressed, that proved not
to be such a triumph.
The Tigers then fell to Missouri 45-41 after Hurricane
Laura forced the Tigers to travel for the second week in a
row instead of hosting Mizzou at home. The loss meant LSU
opened the season 1-2 for the first time since 1994.
When the Tigers returned home the next game, they
pulled out a 52-24 win over South Carolina. Starting
quarterback Myles Brennan went on to miss the remainder
of the season with an injury, so freshman TJ Finley got his
first collegiate start this game and performed well.
After the exciting win against South Carolina, the Tigers
traveled to Auburn and struggled once again. LSU’s offense
rushed for only 32 yards on 27 carries—excluding sacks—
averaging only 2.5 yards per carry. Ultimately, LSU lost 48-11.
The 48 points scored by Auburn were the most it has ever put
up in a game against LSU.

The game on the road against Arkansas was a close one
per usual. It came down to a targeting call and ejection of an
Arkansas player with four minutes left in the game, giving
the Tigers a first down. Ultimately, LSU pulled out a 27-24
win.
LSU then lost on the road at Texas A&M, before suffering
a devastating 55-17 loss at home to Alabama. The 38-point
defeat was the largest point deficit between the two teams
since LSU’s defeat in 1925, and Alabama’s 55 points is more
than either team has ever scored against the other. LSU and
Alabama have been playing each other since 1895. This was
the second-most points allowed by LSU in the history of Tiger
Stadium, which opened in 1924.
LSU came back from that stinging defeat with a miraculous
win at No. 6 Florida. Quarterback Max Johnson earned his
first collegeiate start on the road and led the rag-tag LSU
team without several key players. The Tigers were missing
important pieces due to injuries, opt-outs and COVID-19.
Cade York kicked a 57-yard field goal through a dense fog
after Florida’s Marco Wilson got an unsportsmanlike conduct
penalty for throwing Kole Taylor’s shoe 20 yards down the
field.
The Tigers rounded out the season with a 53-48 win at
home against Ole Miss, allowing for them to finish the
season 5-5 and avoid their first losing season in two decades.
Kayshon Boutte set a Tigers record for receiving yards in
a game, catching 14 passes for 308 yards. Unfortunately,
since school let out after Thanksgiving, two weeks before the
game, the stadium was almost completely empty.

football
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LSU Volleyball Results
2020/21 Overall Record: 9-13
Saturday Oct. 17: Loss at #8 Texas A&M (0-3)
Sunday Oct. 18: Loss at #8 Texas A&M (2-3)
Wednesday Oct. 21: Win vs. Miss. St (3-1)
Thursday Oct. 22: Win vs. Miss. St (3-1)
Sunday Nov. 15: Loss at Alabama (1-3)
Monday Nov. 16: Win at Alabama (3-0)
Friday Jan. 29: Loss at #17 Missouri (2-3)
Saturday Jan. 30: Loss at #17 Missouri (2-3)
Wednesday Feb. 10: Loss at #9 Florida (0-3)
Thursday Feb. 11: Loss at #9 Florida (1-3)
Thursday Feb. 18: Loss vs. Arkansas (1-3)
Friday Feb. 19: Win vs. Arkansas (3-1)

Saturday Feb. 27: Win vs. Ole Miss (3-0)
Sunday Feb. 28: Loss vs. Ole Miss (2-3)
Friday March 5: Loss at #3 Kentucky (0-3)
Saturday March 6: Loss at #3 Kentucky (0-3)
Saturday March 13: Win vs. S. Carolina (3-2)
Sunday March 14: Win vs. S. Carolina (3-0)
Friday March 19: Win vs. Georgia (3-2)
Saturday March 20: Win vs. Georgia (3-1)
Wednesday March 24: Loss at Tennessee (1-3)
Thursday March 25: Loss at Tennessee (2-3)

volleyball
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A

thletes at LSU always push their hardest and go
the distance.
One group that knows the most about going
the distance is the cross country team. The women’s cross
country team had its most successful season in 2020, which
concluded with fifth place at the SEC Championships.
“SEC’s were super exciting because we had the highest
finish since 1999,” sophomore Adele Broussard said.
The season was different due to COVID-19 restrictions, but
there were still several regular season meets, as well as the
SEC Championships, which were held in Baton Rouge.
“We weren’t able to begin practice as a team until very late
August, so we missed out on a week or two of team practice,
which set us back a lot,” sophomore Jackson Martingayle
said.

He added that there were only two regular season meets,
and last season they had five. They also had to deal with a lot
of quarantine protocol on a few occasions, but the nature of
the races remained fundamentally the same.
Eric Coston, a senior at LSU, has been doing cross country
for 17 years. He said that LSU’s team usually practices six out
of seven days of the week in preparation for meets.
“My favorite part of the season is really getting to travel
around the country with my teammates. COVID limited that
some this past year, but we were still able to travel for some
meets,” Coston said.
He said that his biggest accomplishment would have to be
making the All-Region team his junior year.
Despite lots of twists and turns in the season, the cross
country team still had a great season. It beat many personal
records and pushed to be a great representation of LSU.

cross country
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LSU Men’s Golf
2020/21 Roster
Freshman Hugo Aguilar Puertes
Freshman Nicholas Arcement
Junior Garrett Barber
Freshman Drew Doyle
Sophomore Connor Gaunt

Junior Michael Sanders
Junior Hayden White
Junior Trey Winstead
Junior Chris Woollam

men’s golf
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LSU Women’s Golf
2020/21 Roster
Junior Presley Baggett
Junior Jessica Bailey
Senior Mary Frances Chauvin
Senior Kendall Griffin
Sophomore Ingrid Lindblad

Senior Kiana Oshiro
Sophomore Latanna Stone
Freshman Carla Tejedo Mulet
Junior Alden Wallace

women’s golf
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LSU Men’s Basketball Results
2021 Overall Record: 19-10 (11-6 Conference)
Billiken Classic
Thursday Nov. 26: Win vs. SIUE (94-81)
Saturday Nov. 28: Loss at Saint Louis (81-85)
Exhibition Games
Monday Nov. 30: Win vs. Southeastern (96-43)
Sunday Dec. 6: Win vs. Louisiana Tech (86-55)
Monday Dec. 14: Win vs. SHSU (88-66)
Saturday Dec. 26: Win vs. Nicholls (86-80)
SEC Play
Tuesday Dec. 29: Win vs. Texas A&M (77-54)
Saturday Jan. 2: Loss at Florida (79-83)
Wednesday Jan. 6: Win vs. Georgia (94-92 OT)
Saturday Jan. 9: Win at Ole Miss (75-61)
Wednesday Jan. 13: Win at Arkansas (92-76)
Saturday Jan. 16: Win vs. South Carolina (85-80)
Tuesday Jan. 19: Loss vs. #18 Alabama (75-105)
Saturday Jan. 23: Loss at Kentucky (69-82)
Tuesday Jan. 26: Win at Texas A&M (78-66)

SEC/Big 12 Challenge
Saturday Jan. 30: Loss vs. #10 Texas Tech (71-76)
SEC Play
Wednesday Feb. 3: Loss at #10 Alabama (60-78)
Wednesday Feb. 10: Win at Miss. St (94-80)
Saturday Feb. 13: Win vs. #16 Tennessee (78-65)
Saturday Feb. 20: Win vs. Auburn (104-80)
Tuesday Feb. 23: Loss at Georgia (78-91)
Saturday Feb. 27: Loss at #20 Arkansas (75-83)
Tuesday March 2: Win vs. Vanderbilt (83-68)
Saturday March 6: Win at Missouri (86-80)
SEC Tournament
Friday March 12: Win vs. Ole Miss (76-73)
Saturday March 13: Win vs. #8 Arkansas (78-71)
Sunday March 14: Loss vs. #6 Alabama (79-80)
NCAA Tournament
Saturday March 20: Win vs. St. Bonaventure (76-61)
Monday March 22: Loss vs. #4 Michigan (78-86)

men’s basketball
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LSU Women’s Basketball Results
2020/21 Overall Record: 9-13 (6-8 Conference)
South Point Thanksgiving Shootout
Friday Nov. 27: Loss at BYU (51-67)
Saturday Nov. 28: Loss at West Virginia (42-62)

Duel in the Desert
Saturday Dec. 19: Loss at Pacific (64-73)
Sunday Dec. 20: Win at Loyola Marymount (54-52)

Sunday Jan. 10: Loss vs. Tennessee (63-64)
Thursday Jan. 14: Win vs. #7 Texas A&M (65-61 OT)
Monday Jan. 18: Win at Missouri (66-64)
Sunday Jan. 24: Loss vs. #4 South Carolina (65-69)
Thursday Jan. 28: Win at #22 Georgia (60-52)
Sunday Jan. 31: Win vs. Ole Miss (75-66 OT)
Thursday Feb. 4: Loss at #7 Texas A&M (41-54)
Thursday Feb. 11: Loss vs. Florida (66-73 OT)
Sunday Feb. 14: Loss at #1 South Carolina (59-66)
Sunday Feb. 21: Loss vs. Arkansas (64-74)
Thursday Feb. 25: Loss vs. Mississippi St (59-68)

SEC Play
Thursday Dec. 31: Win vs. Auburn (56-43)
Monday Jan. 4: Win at Ole Miss (77-69 in OT)
Thursday Jan. 7: Loss at Alabama (59-67)

SEC Tournament
Thursday March 4: Win vs. Mississippi St (71-62)
Friday March 5: Loss vs. #2 Texas A&M (58-77)

Exhibition Games
Friday Dec. 4: Loss vs. UCF (48-58)
Monday Dec. 14: Win vs. UL-Lafayette (62-57)

women’s basketball
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LSU Soccer Results
2020/21 Overall Record: 8-8-3
(0-6-2 Conference)
Saturday Sep. 19: Loss at Arkansas (0-2)
Sunday Sep. 27: Loss vs. Ole Miss (0-1)
Sunday Oct. 11: Loss at Miss. St (1-2)
Friday Oct. 16: Draw at Missouri (1-1)

SEC Tournament
Friday Nov. 13: Win vs. Alabama (2-0)
Sunday Nov. 15: Win vs. #14 Ole Miss (2-1 in OT)
Tuesday Nov. 17: Loss vs. #8 Texas A&M (0-1)

Pink Match
Friday Oct. 23: Draw vs. Alabama (3-3)

Friday Feb. 19: Win vs. Southern Miss (1-0)
Friday Feb. 26: Draw at Auburn (0-0 in 2OT)
Sunday Feb. 28: Win at South Alabama (2-1)
Senior Tribute
Friday March 5: Win vs. Southern (3-0)
Friday Oct. 30: Loss vs. Vanderbilt (0-2)
Friday March 12: Loss vs. Dallas Baptist (1-2)
Sunday March 14: Win vs. Florida (2-1)
Monday Nov. 2: Loss vs. #15 Auburn (0-1 in OT) Thursday March 18: Win at Baylor (1-0)
Friday Nov. 6: Loss at #8 Texas A&M (1-2)
Saturday March 20: Win vs. Texas Tech (1-0)

soccer
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T

he LSU Swim and Dive team has achieved many
things throughout its last season, despite a
plethora of COVID-19 restrictions. They were able
to accomplish these things thanks to the guidance of the
team’s coaches and the athletes’ consistent teamwork.
Head coach David Geyer has been coaching LSU Swim for
15 years and has spent nine years as the Tigers’ head coach.
The swim team typically holds practice around six days a
week while doing nine to 10 workouts during the same
period. Three of the workouts in the week start at about 6
a.m. There are also multiple afternoon practices Monday
through Friday, along with a Saturday morning workout.
Geyer said the team had to modify its training
environment to follow state protocols, as well as get
approval from the medical task force through the athletic
department.
“This put, for the most part, two athletes per lane
training at opposite ends of the pool,” Geyer said. “While
our competition is really individual-focused in terms of
performance and times, our training environment usually
provides a great deal of social interaction. That was limited
greatly this year.”

The men’s swim team competed in the SEC Championship
at the Mizzou Aquatic Center in Columbia, Missouri. Brooks
Curry medaled three times at the SEC Championship, with his
highest place being second in the 100-yard Freestyle. Curry is
a sophomore on the swim team and has been competitively
swimming for 12 years.
Freshman Mitch Mason re-broke his school record in the
100-yard Breaststroke at the tournament. Closing out the
meet, sophomore David Boylan swam a career best time in
the 200-yard Butterfly.
Three Tiger Women divers—Helle Tuxen, Anne Tuxen and
Montserrat Gutierrez Lavenant—went to Greensboro, North
Carolina, for the NCAA Championships.
Freshman Helle Tuxen is from Stavanger, Norway, and has
been on the swim and dive team since the beginning of the
year. She competes in all the events: one-meter, three-meter
and 10-meter. She also said the team did great considering
all limitations with the Coronavirus.
“The most rewarding part of being part of this amazing
team is that they really took me in as a family,” Tuxen said.
“They just want what’s best for you and for the team. The
team just makes the whole experience at LSU a lot better!”

swim & dive
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LSU Men’s Tennis Results
2020/21 Overall Record: 12-13 (4-8 Conference)
Saturday Jan. 16: Win vs. Alcorn State (7-0)
Sunday Jan. 17: Win vs. Alcorn State (7-0)
Wednesday Jan. 20: Win vs. UL-Lafayette (4-3)
Saturday Jan. 23: Win vs. UTSA (5-2)
Sunday Jan. 31: Win vs. Rice (4-1)
Sunday Jan. 31: Win vs. Incarnate Word (6-1)
Thursday Feb. 4: Win at #23 Texas Tech (4-0)
Sunday Feb. 7: Loss vs. Tulane (2-5)
SEC Play
Friday Feb. 19: Win vs. Vanderbilt (5-2)
Sunday Feb. 21: Loss at #16 Kentucky (0-4)
Friday Feb. 26: Loss vs. #11 Florida (0-7)
Sunday Feb. 28: Loss vs. #18 South Carolina (1-4)
Sunday Feb. 28: Win vs. Nicholls (7-0)
SEC Play
Friday March 5: Loss at #24 Ole Miss (1-6)

Sunday March 7: Loss at #23 Mississippi St (3-4)
Friday March 12: Win at Arkansas (5-2)
Monday March 15: Loss at Tulsa (1-4)
Sunday March 21: Loss at Tulane (1-6)
SEC Play
Sunday March 28: Win vs. Auburn (4-2)
Saturday April 3: Loss at #6 Texas A&M (0-7)
Friday April 9: Loss at #5 Tennessee (1-4)
Sunday April 11: Loss vs. #10 Georgia (0-4)
Thursday April 15: Win vs. #18 Alabama (4-1)
SEC Tournament
Tuesday April 20: Loss vs. #12 Ole Miss (1-4)
NCAA Tournament
Saturday May 8: Loss vs. #21 Stanford (0-4)

men’s tennis
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LSU Women’s Tennis Results
2020/21 Overall Record: 15-6 (9-4 Conference)
Sunday Jan. 31: Win vs. Rice (4-0)
Sunday Jan. 31: Win vs. Southern (4-0)
Wednesday Feb. 3: Win vs. Tulane (7-0)
Friday Feb. 5: Win at TCU (4-2)
Sunday Feb. 7: Win at SMU (4-1)
SEC Play
Saturday Feb. 20: Win at Kentucky (4-3)
Monday Feb. 22: Win at #9 Vanderbilt (4-2)
Friday Feb. 26: Loss at Florida (2-4)
Sunday Feb. 28: Win at South Carolina (4-3)
Friday March 5: Loss vs. Ole Miss (0-4)
Sunday March 7: Win vs. Mississippi St (4-0)
Friday March 12: Loss vs. #3 Georgia (0-4)

Sunday March 14: Win vs. #23 Tennessee (4-2)
Saturday March 22: Loss at #20 Texas A&M (0-4)
Thursday April 1: Win at Alabama (4-0)
Saturday April 3: Win at #20 Auburn (4-3)
Thursday April 8: Win vs. Arkansas (4-0)
Saturday April 10: Win vs. Missouri (4-1)
SEC Tournament
Wednesday April 21: Loss vs. #17 Tennessee (1-4)
NCAA Championships
Friday May 7: Win vs. Boston University (4-0)
Saturday May 8: Loss vs. #20 Michigan (3-4)

women’s tennis
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LSU Men’s
Track & Field Roster
Sr. TJ Bleichner
Fr. Davis Bove
Fr. Ji’eem Bullock
Fr. Sean ‘Squirrel’ Burrell
So. Dorian Camel
Jr. Eric Coston
Fr. Will Dart
Fr. Sean Dixon-Bodie
So. Eric Edwards Jr.
Sr. George Femmer
Fr. Da’Marcus Fleming
So. Eli Gaughan
Sr. Andre Girouard
Sr. Rayvon Grey
Jr. Garrett Hamilton
Jr. Juvaughn Harrison
Sr. Akanni Hislop
Sr. Raymond Kibet
Jr. Terrance Laird

Fr. Charles Lewis
Fr. Cade Martin
Fr. Jackson Martingayle
Fr. Brock Meyer
Sr. Christian Miller
Jr. Jon Nerdal
Jr. Jake Norris
So. Keny Odinet III
Fr. Tzuriel Pedigo
Sr. Dylan Peebles
Sr. Arthur Price III
Fr. Ronnie Rounds II
Fr. Stephen Schlottman
Fr. Ethan Selph
Sr. Tyler Terry
Jr. Damion Thomas
So. Noah Williams
So. Adam Wise
Fr. Luke Witte

2021 National
Champions

LSU Women’s
Track & Field Roster
Sr. Mercy Abire Matanmi
Fr. Amber Anning
Fr. Alia Armstrong
So. Ariyonna Augustine
Sr. Noel Baker
Fr. Nyagoa Bayak
Jr. Jennifer Bennett
Jr. Breanna Bernard
Fr. Serena Bolden
Fr. Adele Broussard
Fr. Molly Canham
Fr. Hannah Carroll
Fr. Thelma Davies
Sr. Amber Desselle
Fr. Virginia Dirks
Fr. Emma Engelhardt
Fr. Annie Fink
Sr. Sara Funderburk
Jr. Lisa Gunnarsson
Fr. Monique Hardy
Jr. Amber Hart
Fr. Gwyneth Hughes
Sr. Brittley Humphrey
Fr. Rachel James

Fr. Ashley Lajocies
Fr. Shanya Luna
Sr. Tonea Marshall
Jr. Doria Martingayle
Jr. Symone Mason
So. Katy-Ann McDonald
Jr. Molly McHale
Jr. Kyndal McKnight
Sr. Cori Mitchell
Fr. Mahalia Mitchell
Fr. Linden Munsell
So. Caroline Odinet
Jr. Abigail O’Donoghue
So. Favour Ofili
Jr. Kiya Oviosun
So. Julia Palin
Fr. Leah Phillips
Fr. Lorena Rangel
Fr. Emma Robbins
Fr. Shelby Spoor
Jr. Alicia Stamey
Jr. Aliyah Whisby
Jr. Jurnee Woodward
Jr. Milan Young

track and field
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LSU Baseball Roster
Sophomore Zach Arnold (IF)
Grad Matthew Beck (RHP)
Junior Cade Beloso (OF/1B)
Junior Drew Bianco (IF/OF)
Sophomore Alex Brady (LHP)
Freshman Javen Coleman (LHP)
Sophomore Collier Cranford (IF)
Freshman Dylan Crews (IF/OF)
Junior Giovanni Digiacomo (OF)
Senior Braden Doughty (C/UTIL)
Sophomore Cade Doughty (IF)
Freshman Brody Drost (OF)
Junior Gavin Dugas (IF/OF)
Freshman Garrett Edwards (RHP)
Freshman Ty Floyd (RHP)
Senior Devin Fontenot (RHP)
Freshman Michael Fowler (RHP)
Grad Aaron George (RHP)

Sophomore Jacob Hasty (LHP)
Freshman Will Hellmers (RHP)
Junior Jaden Hill (RHP)
Senior Ma’Khail Hilliard (RHP)
Senior Brandon Kaminer (LHP)
RS Junior AJ Labas (RHP)
Junior Landon Marceaux (RHP)
Sophomore Alex Milazzo (C)
Freshman Theo Millas (RHP)
Freshman Blake Money (RHP)
Freshman Tre Morgan (1B)
Freshman Brooks Rice (RHP)
Freshman Will Safford (IF/OF)
Sophomore Mitchell Sanford (OF)
Freshman Jordan Thompson (IF)
Sophomore Hayden Travinski (C)
Senior Trent Vietmeier (RHP)
Junior Jake Wyeth (C)

baseball
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LSU Softball Roster
Freshman Victoria Abrams (P/UTIL)
Senior Aliyah Andrews (OF)
Junior Taryn Antoine (OF)
Freshman Ciara Briggs (OF)
Freshman Hayden Brown (C)
Freshman Cait Calland (C)
Freshman Emilee Casanova (P)
Sophomore Georgia Clark (IF)
Freshman Danieca Coffey (IF)
Sophomore Morgan Cummins (C)
Senior Amanda Doyle (IF)
Freshman Taylor Edwards (P)
Senior Maribeth Gorsuch (P)
Freshman Raeleen Gutierrez (UTIL)
Sophomore Karrington 			
Houshmandzadeh (OF)

Freshman Kennedi
		
Houshmandzadeh (IF)
Freshman Anna Jones (OF)
Sophomore Ali Kilponen (P)
Freshman Ali Newland (OF)
Sophomore Jordyn Perkins (UTIL)
Freshman Presleigh Pilon (IF)
Freshman Taylor Pleasants (IF)
Freshman Morgan Smith (P)
Sophomore Savannah Stewart (OF)
Junior Shelbi Sunseri (P/UTIL)
Senior Akiya Thymes (OF)
Sophomore Taylor Tidwell (IF)
Sophomore Shelby Wickersham (P)

softball
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LSU Gymnastics Roster
Freshman Elena Arenas (All-Around)
Freshman Sierra Ballard (Vault/Beam/Floor)
Freshman Chase Brock (Vault/Bars)
Freshman Haleigh Bryant (All-Around)
Senior Reagan Campbell (Beam/Floor)
Junior Rebecca D’Antonio (Beam)
Senior Bridget Dean (Bars/Beam/Floor)
Senior Christina Desiderio (Beam/Floor)
Freshman Olivia Dunne (All-Around)
Senior Sami Durante (Vault/Bars/Beam)

Senior Sarah Edwards (Vault/Floor)
Senior Olivia Gunter (Floor)
Sophomore Kiya Johnson (All-Around)
Sophomore Lexie Nibbs (Vault)
Sophomore Maddie Rau (Vault)
Sophomore Kai Rivers (All-Around)
Sophomore Kamryn Ryan (Vault/Beam)
Sophomore Alyona Shcennikova (All-Around)
Sophomore Caitlin Smith (Beam)

gymnastics
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LSU Beach Volleyball Results
2021 Overall Record: 27-9 (4-1 Conference)

Houston Baptist Tournament
Friday Feb. 26: Win at Houston Baptist (4-1)
Friday Feb. 26: Win vs. TAMU-CC (5-0)
Saturday Feb. 27: Win vs. ULM (4-1)
Saturday Feb. 27: Win at Houston Baptist (5-0)

Saturday April 3: Loss at #4 UCLA (1-4)
Saturday April 3: Loss at #4 UCLA (2-3)
Sunday April 4: Win at #1 USC (3-2)
Sunday April 4: Loss at #1 USC (2-3)

Tiger Beach Challenge
Saturday March 6: Win vs. #11 FAU (5-0)
Saturday March 6: Loss vs. #2 Florida St. (1-4)
Sunday March 7: Win vs. #19 Georgia St. (5-0)
Sunday March 7: Win vs. Houston Baptist (5-0)

Battle on the Bayou
Friday April 9: Win vs. Spring Hill (5-0)
Friday April 9: Win vs. Central Arkansas (5-0)
Saturday April 10: Win vs. New Orleans (5-0)
Saturday April 10: Win vs. TAMU-Kingsville (4-1)
Saturday April 10: Win vs. ULM (5-0)

The March to May
Saturday March 13: Win at #18 Georgia St. (5-0)
Saturday March 13: Loss at #2 Florida St. (2-3)
Sunday March 14: Win at #20 Tulane (4-1)
Sunday March 14: Win at #11 Grand Canyon (4-1)
Sunday March 14: Win at UAB (5-0)

CCSA Championship
Friday April 23: Win vs. Missouri State (4-1)
Friday April 23: Win vs. TCU (3-2)
Saturday April 24: Loss vs. #3 Florida St (1-4)
Sunday April 25: Win vs. TCU (5-0)
Sunday April 25: Loss vs. #3 Florida St (2-3)

LSU Beach Invitational
Saturday March 20: Win vs. New Orleans (5-0)
Saturday March 20: Win vs. TAMU-CC (5-0)
Saturday March 20: Win vs. #16 South Carolina (4-1)
Sunday March 21: Win vs. Houston Baptist (4-1)
Sunday March 21: Win vs. Southern Miss (5-0)

NCAA Championship
Friday May 7: Loss vs. #5 Loyola Marymount (2-3)
Friday May 7: Win vs. #7 TCU (3-1)
Saturday May 8: Win vs. #3 Florida St (3-1)
Saturday May 8: Loss vs. #1 UCLA (2-3)

beach volleyball
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2020/21 LSU Cheerleaders
Abby Ambeau
Jordan Andre
Hunter Antie
Jalyne Blackwell
Jaylon Braxton
Shane Brotherton
Julia Brown
Kaitlyn Camus
Shannon Coulon
Brett Crivellari
Cade Dalferes
MarieClaire Dalmau
Alex Davis
Brandon Do

Peyton Edwards
Kylie Gross
Courtney Hahn
Lila Harrington
Tyler Higley
Jensen Hilliard
Mason Impastato
Donovan Jandes
Anthony Kucel
Laurence Leinbach
Madelynn Lowrie
Dillon Marshall
Drue McGinn
Bailey Mitchell

Allie Moyer
Blake Mulligan
Mason Musgrove
Lance Nguyen
Jordyn Prattini
Laney Sala
Alexandra Scardina
Tim Thibodeaux
AnnaLee Trosclair
Colyn Vagrin
Duronne Walker
Sam Walters

cheerleading
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LSU Rowing Roster
Josephine Engelman
Brooke Wrzyszczynski
Emma Zirgibel
Joshua Colvin
Miles Bellaire
Seija Meaux
Charlotte McKeon
Gunnar Deroche

Kristen Adams
Patrick Oakland
Terran Tran
David Ellison
Jackie Johnston
Lorenzo Reyes
Reese Collins
Uluc Ozdenvar

rowing
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ophomore golfer Ingrid Lindblad calls Halmstad,
Sweden, home, but she has found a new home
5,000 miles away in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Among many differences between the two homes of the
world’s second-ranked amateur golfer, one stands out.
“I feel like you eat a lot of chicken here,” Lindblad said. “At
the dining hall every day it’s chicken, chicken, chicken.”
Halmstad is just north of Copenhagen on the western
coast of Sweden. It’s a beach town that embraces a contrast
in weather extremes. In the summer, Halmstad residents
flock to the beach to enjoy the warm weather before the
cold and snow of winter comes. The winter season is a time
when Lindblad hits the slopes and enjoys her time off from
golfing. The climate does not allow for outdoor golf facilities
to remain open year-round like it does in Louisiana.
Lindblad, or Iggy, as the team calls her, chose to come
to LSU to take advantage of the year-round opportunity
to fine-tune her game. Her coaches and peers in Sweden,
like former LSU player and current LPGA player Madelene
Sagstorm, influenced her choice by telling her she would be
taken care of at LSU. Lindblad, now in her second year, feels
even more at home.
Her freshman season was recognized with a plethora of
awards. Lindblad was an ANNIKA Award Finalist, invited to
play in the Palmer Cup for the international team and to the
Augusta National Women’s Amateur. She was named a FirstTeam All-American by the WGCA and Golfweek, SEC Player of
the Year, first-team All-SEC, SEC Freshman of the Year and an
WGCA All-American Scholar.
“She’s our Joe Burrow,” Head Coach Garrett Runion said on
a broadcast of the team’s first tournament.
Before the fall season began, the sophomore revealed
that her goals for this year are simple. She wants to win a
tournament and be ranked the No. 1 golfer in the world.
Through the first tournament of the fall season, she has

made a case that she can fulfill those goals.
At the Blessings Invitational, she stuck with what she
knows and was rewarded with the second-lowest score at
5-under. Before the tournament, she said she had been
working to understand and manipulate the way she reads
greens, particularly on uphill putts.
Learning to better read putts and improve her game are
obstacles she can work on herself, but the larger obstacles
the sport faces like gender equality and inclusion will require
more of a collaborative effort.
As a young star, Lindblad has set her eyes on playing
professionally but has been discouraged recently, due to
golf’s growing gender gap. Lindblad shared that most of
the female golfers in Sweden tend to be better than the
men, but male players still receive more attention and
compensation.
Lindblad does not know how to fix this problem but
acknowledging that it exists should provide a foundation
for reform. In her second year playing for LSU and being a
top-ranked player, she has never been on the Golf Channel
except for the coverage of the recent Blessings Invitational.
Although this may cause frustration and a lack of ambition,
Lindblad has chosen to use it for motivation.
In her time learning the game, she noted that the best
advice she has received was to only play with the shots
you have in the bag. In layman’s terms, do not try to create
something that you do not already have perfected.
Today, her award list would have maxed out the character
limit on Twitter three times if the pandemic wouldn’t have
cut her freshman year short.
For Iggy, she is confident in her swing and that her game
is in a position where she can excel. Louisiana is lucky to
have Lindblad, and in time football players will be told that
they are the team’s “Ingrid Lindblad.”

LSU Golf’s Ingrid Lindblad is
destined for greatness.

golf’s joe burrow
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ccording to LSU’s COVID-19 Reporting Dashboard
last updated April 9, 5,810 students and 3,257
professors have reported that they have received
their COVID-19 vaccine. There were 32 total active cases of
COVID-19 on campus as of April 9, according to the website.
In March, the University partnered with the state to begin
providing COVID-19 vaccines to the LSU community.
On January 19, LSU Division of Strategic Communications
sent out an email stating that the University had been
“working closely with the Louisiana Department of Health
(LDH) and other state agencies to procure COVID-19 vaccines
for the LSU community.” Students, faculty and staff were
asked to complete a pre-registration survey if they were
interested in getting the vaccine.
Two vaccines have been approved in the U.S. Two doses
of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are required, 21 and 28
days apart, respectively.
Sociology junior Myles Jones said around the time of the
email a lot of students were very reluctant to get the vaccine
as they were “scared of the outcome.”
“My friends and I didn’t want to just sign up for something
we had no hard facts about,” Jones said.
Graphic design junior Kyron Wilson said that when he first
saw the email, his first thoughts were that he did not want to
get the vaccine because he didn’t know the side effects of it.
Another email sent out on March 11 by LSU’s Division of

Strategic Communications said the University was partnering
with the State of Louisiana to set up a “community-wide
mass vaccination site” on campus. The state brought about
800 doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, the email
stated.
“After seeing so many students my age get the vaccine, I
was no longer hesitant to get it,” Wilson said.
He said after the last few emails he received from the
University, he decided to register to get the vaccine. Wilson
received his first dose of the Moderna vaccine on April 1 at
Tiger Stadium with the National Guard.
“I was skeptical at first because of how fast the vaccine
was made, but seeing that a lot of students are doing okay,
I was more open to it,” Kinesiology junior Nylah Lowe said.
“Now, I just want to be able to freely enjoy myself while
feeling and knowing that I am safe.”
Lowe also received her vaccine on April 1 and said she
decided to get the vaccine because she just wanted to be
able to go out and feel safe.
“If my friends are okay, I know I’ll be okay. We’ve dealt
with COVID for long enough,” she said. “It’s summer and we
all just want to have a good time while knowing that we are
safe.”
Since Jan. 11, there have been 661 active cases at LSU and
9,800 total tests, according to the website.

stadium shots
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Three-time national
champion coach Kim Mulkey
takes over as LSU women’s
basketball head coach.

A

massive addition to LSU’s catalog of head coaches
was announced after the circulation of rumors
throughout the last few weeks. Former Baylor
and three-time national championship winning head coach
Kim Mulkey was named LSU’s next women’s basketball coach
after the resignation of former Head Coach Nikki Fargas was
finalized earlier this week.
Mulkey is a native of Tickfaw, Louisiana, and was a
force both as a player and coach at Louisiana Tech, where
she participated in 11 Final Fours and three national
championships in her time in Ruston.
She led Baylor to four Final Fours in her tenure, missing
the tournament only once in her 20 years there. Mulkey
was the fastest coach in both men’s and women’s Division 1
basketball to reach 600 wins, as she accomplished the feat
in just 700 games. She will be inducted into the Naismith
Basketball Hall of Fame in May.
This is an enormous move by Athletic Director Scott
Woodward as a sign of re-investment into LSU’s women’s
basketball program, which made five straight final fours

from 2004 to 2008, but has not made it to the Elite Eight
since. With the program faltering after missing the
tournament every year since 2018, Woodward made it clear
with this move that LSU will no longer neglect their women’s
basketball team and will look to compete for a national
championship.
“Kim Mulkey is a champion and a Hall of Famer, and
we are thrilled to welcome her home,” said Woodward.
“Her accomplishments are unprecedented, her passion is
unrivaled, and her commitment to winning in all aspects of
life – in the classroom, on the court, and in the community –
is unparalleled. We look forward to working with her as she
instills that championship culture at LSU.”
LSU fans are naturally aware of Mulkey’s direct connection
to the university via her son, Kramer Robertson. Robertson
was the starting shortstop on LSU’s College World Series
Runner-Up team in 2017 and was a Tiger fan favorite with
boisterous play and eccentric hair. Robertson is now in the
St. Louis Cardinals organization as he pursues a career as a
major league baseball player.

mulkey’sprogram
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he LSU Beach Volleyball team has a junior and
senior pair like no other this season. This pair can
dig, spike and block like no other. This unique pair
is Claire Coppola and Kelli Greene-Agnew.
This is their first season playing with each other and
they continue to learn and grow after each game they play
together. No matter what, they always have each other’s
backs and keep their heads high on the courts.
“If we do what we know we can do then no one can stop
us,” Coppola said.
Coppola, senior, and Greene-Agnew, junior, are together
for the first time in their beach volleyball careers. Their goal
as a pair is to win every game that they can to help the team
with an extra point on the scoreboard.
“Also to play with confidence,” Coppola said. “I think that
is something we really tried to work on the past couple of
weekends.”
They have strength like no other pair. The two Tigers have
deep chemistry. They are both from Arizona and they play
with fire and intensity. This allows them to click on the Court.
“We go for every ball and we want the best for each
other,” Greene-Agnew said.
Greene-Agnew said she has always looked up to Coppola
as a player. She even went on to say they are from the same
club, which is unheard of when both players are recruited
from out-of-state.

“Getting to play with her this year has been surreal. I
mean I never thought I’d get to step on the Court with Claire
and this year has been awesome,” Greene-Agnew said.
The two have trouble in some matches like every other
beach volleyball pair. The pair both touched on the fact that
their biggest weakness is communication. It is hard when
you are with a new teammate to have good communication,
but they have been working on it more lately and they have
seen results.
“It has been a little bit of a struggle at first, but ever since
we started practicing together it is getting better every single
day,” Greene-Agnew said.
One thing that amazes most people about beach
volleyball is a player’s ability to know who is going to get the
ball without even saying anything. This duo practices certain
scenarios in order to prepare for a match, so they know who
is covering the ball. In most sports, players have time to
communicate verbally, but not in beach volleyball.
“Russell, our head coach is always stopping us mid-play
and saying ‘okay now in that situation who do you want to
get that ball,’” Coppola said.
Coppola and Greene-Agnew are typically only able to
communicate in the match during time-outs and that is
when they are able to talk about certain plays. The two Tigers
are always diving into the sand on court two and will do
whatever it takes to win.

dynamic duo
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here were many questions surrounding the LSU
football team heading into the spring game: some
that were answered, and some that weren’t.
In terms of quarterback play, it seems like two
quarterbacks, Myles Brennan and Max Johnson, currently
lead the charge to take the starter job in terms of statistics
and efficiency.
Both quarterbacks had strong performances with similar
statlines, but Johnson ultimately edged out the veteran
statistically, amassing 180 yards and two touchdowns on
64.7% completion percentage (largely carried by his secondhalf performance) compared to Brennan’s 125 yards and one
touchdown on 60% completion percentage.
“All of them are getting better at times, we all are
working on things, running off everything together,” Boutte
said. “We’re all together. I think they played good as a
quarterback room.”
The other question LSU fans had related to their offensive
attack was whether or not Boutte would have to carry the
majority of the load for the squad. Boutte might have talent
comparable to Ja’Marr Chase, but that 2019 team would
not have been on the same level without Justin Jefferson or
Terrace Marshall Jr.
Boutte still had an incredible game (11 catches for 162
yards and one touchdown), but senior Jontre Kirklin actually
outpaced him by a pretty modest margin. He had an insane
16 receptions, 209 yards and two touchdowns — a breath of
fresh air for LSU fans everywhere.
“He always did play how he did today,” Boutte said. “I
honestly think he was slept on. He stepped up and showed
that he could be a big wide receiver.”
With a strong quarterback room that contains clear
starter-caliber players, solid weapons at the receiver and
running back positions and an experienced offensive line,
this offense has the potential to be a nightmare for defenses
everywhere.
The question on everyone’s mind after seeing what the
team did at the spring game is: how will it compare to the
2019 team? Left tackle Austin Deculus believes they are on
the same level already. When asked whether or not he’s
seen reminders of the 2019 team from the current one, he
responded with a confident “most definitely.”
“You see the long passes, you see the big runs and you
see the energetic, fun offense that everyone grew to know
and love in the 2019 season,” Deculus said. “We aren’t going

to show everybody the little tools we’ve got up our sleeve
right now. We’re just scratching the surface.”
We did see flashes of that last season, particularly in
the last two games, but something that was not replicated
last season that the team had the season before was the
dominant defense that held Texas A&M to seven points and
Georgia to 10 in 2019. But it was a completely different story
on Saturday.
The final score was 23-14, which was much lower than
most people expected. This was due to LSU’s defense forcing
the offense into a lot of mistakes and at the end of the day
they amassed a total of six turnovers and eight sacks.
There are two huge differences between this defense
and last year’s defense. One: the defense is a lot more
experienced, with a vast number of the underclassmen who
played last year having a year of experience and training
under their belts. Two: they have a new leader at the helm,
defensive coordinator Daronte Jones.
It was clear that things were much different during the
spring game. The offense was able to pull off big plays, but
coverage was incredibly tight throughout and the defensive
line and outside linebackers made it into the backfield many
times against a very experienced offensive line.
Head Coach Ed Orgeron gave a lot of credit to Jones,
calling him a very talented coach. He also mentioned a
defensive back that has flown under the radar, Dwight
McGlothern, and stated that their secondary was the most
improved aspect of the spring.
McGlothern took Eli Ricks’ position due to Ricks being
injured and had a solid game, outpacing every defensive
back on the field in pass breakups with four. Once Ricks
returns, this secondary will be lethal, sporting Derek Stingley
Jr., Ricks, McGlothern, Jay Ward and Todd Harris Jr. at safety.
Couple that with some solid inside and outside
linebackers, a strong, experienced defensive line and a solid
defensive coordinator, and you’ve got the potential for one
of the best defenses in the country.
There are a lot of unknowns that won’t be answered until
the regular season begins, but Orgeron has put a lot of work
into improving this team and the players have done their
part. There is still a lot of time to train and a lot of work to
be done. This team has the potential to erase the rough
memories that amassed over the last season, but only time
will tell.

spring game
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wo weeks before the start of his freshman season,
Will Hellmers was approached by Head Coach
Paul Mainieri about a possible position change.
Concerned with the defense on the left side of the infield,
Mainieri was willing to try anything to fix the issue, including
moving someone he recruited as a pitcher to play in the
infield.
Hellmers’ struggles at the hot corner were a dark cloud
that dangled over a rough opening weekend. LSU split a twogame series with Air Force, and Hellmers totaled four errors
and went hitless in six at-bats in the two games. It wasn’t
the debut Hellmers dreamed of, by any stretch. He never
thought he’d be playing third base or in the lineup.
“I thought I was just going to pitch,” he said.
The debut he did dream of first took shape when he was
just six years old. He and his family made the trip to Baton
Rouge for a weekend series against Auburn. He couldn’t
remember the exact score, but what he did remember
was the feeling he had watching players. From that point
forward, he knew he’d someday be in their shoes.
“It was the first time where I was really thinking hard that
this is what I want to do,” he said. “I want to be at LSU doing
what these guys are doing right now. That’s always been the
driving thought in my head after that series.”
From an even younger age, LSU and baseball constantly
surrounded him. He always had a baseball in his hand,
whether he was playing with it himself or throwing it at
people, and LSU was all anyone wanted to talk about in the
Hellmers’ household.
“LSU’s always been a part of my life,” he said. “Whether
it was baseball, football, basketball, LSU was always the talk
going around my house. I’ve loved LSU since I was a kid.”
Hellmers said he hadn’t played third base since his junior
year at Jesuit High School in New Orleans, and even then it
was rare. His junior year was when his number of innings on
the mound took off. It’s also when LSU, the school Hellmers
grew up dreaming of playing for, began to take notice of the
arm that was blossoming right in its own backyard.
LSU’s recruiting coordinator, Nolan Cain, made the trips to
New Orleans for the biannual matchups between Hellmers’
Jesuit and Brother Martin High School, one of the biggest
rivalries in the area. Another future Tiger played at Brother
Martin: Tre’ Morgan. Cain would go to the games between
the two New Orleans powerhouses to see Morgan at first,

but took notice to the opposing pitcher who often shut down
the Morgan-led Brother Martin offense.
Later in Hellmers’ junior year, LSU hosted a tournament at
Alex Box Stadium. Hellmers’ Jesuit team was invited.
“We want you to pitch,” Hellmers recalled Cain telling him
prior to the tournament.
In his future home and in front of his future coaches,
Hellmers pitched well. Well enough to catch the attention —
if he hadn’t already — of Cain and pitching coach Alan Dunn.
After his showing, Cain called Hellmers into his office with
Dunn.
“We want you,” Cain told Hellmers. “So that was the
unofficial offer at that point,” Hellmers said. “Things went
on that summer, and I came on an unofficial visit, and I
committed as soon as I got the official offer. My decision was
made.”
After the first two games of the season, Hellmers was
moved back to pitching full time. Looking back at the
third base experiment, he says it made him a stronger
person both physically and mentally as he prepared for the
transition back to the mound.
“I’ll always remember that as something that made me
a stronger person and a stronger player,” he said. “I was
confident in it, but things happen. Life’s a dance. You learn
as you go.”
He made his debut on the mound on Feb. 24, a
Wednesday night game in Lafayette against ULL just three
days after his last appearance at third base. He struck out
two batters and didn’t allow a single hitter to reach base
safely in two innings of work. He tossed another two innings
the following weekend against Youngstown State. He got
his first start the following Wednesday against Southern,
striking out six and allowing just two hits in five innings.
With another successful outing and many more since
then, Hellmers proved he belonged on that field that he
said he would play on one day when he was six. More
importantly, he reached his dream by overcoming the initial
adversity of a debut unlike any other. He always imagined his
first time taking the field as a Tiger would be on the mound,
not at third base or in the batter’s box, but he wouldn’t go
back and change it if he could.
“Baseball is a humbling sport,” Hellmers said. “You have
to fail to succeed. That’s always got to be in the back of your
head. You have to grind through it to succeed.”

louisiana’s own
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campus masks
I

n July of 2020, Gov. John Bel Edwards announced a
mandatory mask requirement for the state of Louisiana
due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. Further,
he imposed a limit to social gatherings and capped them at
a maximum of 50 people. Though the state saw improved
COVID-19 infection numbers and loosened some of these
restrictions—resulting in bigger gatherings and more
business openings—the mask mandate remained in place
for almost a year. Wearing a mask not only protects one’s
self, but everyone nearby, as well.
According to the Health and Safety portion of the LSU
Roadmap, “the use of face coverings [was] required on
campus, especially when it is not possible to maintain
appropriate physical distancing of at least six feet, such as
entering and exiting campus.” LSU provided every student
with an LSU mask to promote the wearing of masks around
school and in different social settings.
Students typically gather in many different places on
campus to study or simply socialize; the Student Union, for
example. Cicily Christophe, the Student Union Information
Desk assistant, said that she noticed a lot of people coming
in and wearing their masks, but if they didn’t, she told them
they were not allowed in the building. She added that taking
off masks in small study groups was permitted.
“I think that the mask mandate [was] necessary, especially
for us young people because we are able to carry COVID-19
and spread it around to different people who can’t afford to

be sick,” Christophe said.
LSU’s University Recreation also required that all staff
members wore face masks during shifts. All visitors wore
masks upon entry and exit of campus facilities, per the
Governor’s Executive Order. This meant that students could
not run, cycle, rock climb or do any of the other activities the
UREC provided without a proper face covering.
Freshman Tiger Girl, Sarah Bryan, said that the Tiger
Girls has to wear masks (provided by LSU Athletics) to their
practices.
“I think it [was] definitely important,” Bryan said. “It
definitely protected us since we wanted to be able to practice
and have a season, and if that makes us able to train and
stay with our teammates then it [was] worth it.”
Another freshman, Gabriel Guillory, said he took a
dance class wearing a mask and “about passed out and
that working out with a mask on is suffocation.” However,
Guillory added that he thought the mask mandate was
amazing, and the more people that people take it seriously,
the faster Louisiana could get out of it.
Wearing a mask was a part of everyday life. Whether it’s
from Old Navy, Walmart, Amazon or the fashionable LSU
mask, it aided in slowing the spread of COVID-19. Though
some people found mask wearing to be a pain, it was
essential in moving forward to a better reality away from the
virus. Slowing the spread was essential to making life normal
again, and mask wearing was a crucial factor in doing so.
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quarantine hobbies
W

hen COVID-19 abruptly shut down school and
people had to be stuck in their houses, they
turned to many different hobbies. From baking
bread, recording TikTok dances and watching new Netflix
shows, there are several different hobbies people picked
up during quarantine. Stuck inside the house for 14 days
or more, there are hundreds of unique possibilities people
came up with.
One particular trend people hopped on was watching a
documentary series on Netflix called “Tiger King.” The sevenepisode series follows Joe Exotic, an animal breeder who
turned a horse stable into one of the country’s largest private
zoos, the industry of big cat breeding, and with several other
characters along the way. In the first episode it is revealed
that Exotic is currently in prison for a murder-for-hire plot to
kill rival Carole Baskin, the CEO of Big Cat Rescue. According
to Business Insider, “Tiger King” was watched by over 34
million viewers in the United States in the first 10 days of its
release. Mike the Tiger clearly has some competition as to
who the real tiger king is.
Another interesting pastime people turned to during
quarantine was baking bread. The panic about Coronavirus
emptied grocery store shelves, leaving people at a shortage
of toilet paper, paper towels and even bread. Everyone
seemed to start with learning to make sourdough bread and
started from scratch. Some people would even expand their
horizons and attempt to make banana bread. Baking bread
is proven to have a lot of psychological benefits, as well. It

is a form of self-expression and a healthy distraction, which
can overall come to be a major form of stress relief from the
pandemic.
While people around the world participated in these
popular trends, LSU students found their own ways to cope
as well.
“I’ve been hand embroidering for a few years now, so that
was a big part of my time in quarantine, but I also started
roller skating!” sophomore Isabelle Morgan said. “It’s the
perfect hobby to get into when you’re social distancing
because you can just practice in your driveway and not worry
about other people.”
Freshman Chrissy D’Elisa said she spent her time knitting
during quarantine. “I’ve always knitted but I knit a blanket
during quarantine.”
Another freshman, Nicole Lopez, said she spent her time
making collages during her time stuck inside.
“I made a few different pieces with lots of different
themes based on different color combinations. My favorite
aspect is the entire process: looking through different
magazines, looking for different objects, etc.” said Lopez.
Though people have faced many hardships through this
quarantine, it is good to know that so many people found
ways to keep themselves occupied in these tough times.
Whether it was something out in nature or even staying in
their backyard, the options were endless. This lockdown for
sure allowed for people’s creativity to take flight.
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a helping hand
L

SU Honors alumnus Jacob Landry found an
interesting way to supplement his company’s
income during the height of the pandemic.
Landry is the founder of Urban South, the largest craft
brewery in New Orleans. With the closure of restaurants and
taprooms in New Orleans, Landry needed to find a way to
continue to pay his staff.
“About 45% of the beer we were sending out were going
out in kegs, what we call on-premise,” Landry said. “When
they shut down, immediately that 45% of the beer we made
was completely shut off.”
Those losses were exacerbated by the closing of
taprooms with COVID-19 restrictions, which accounted for
an additional 30% of Urban South’s revenue. With over 75%
of revenue being cut off, Landry’s top concern became his
employees.
“It was a pretty scary moment particularly because we
employ close to 40 people, and so my number one concern
was ‘How do we ensure that these people’s livelihoods are
not impacted, and how do we keep our really great team
together and not lose people?’” Landry said.
That opportunity arose shortly after the shutdown of
taprooms and restaurants in New Orleans when Landry’s
state representative forwarded him the information about
the bid. “I think it was maybe a week or two after the
shutdown happened that the opportunity for the state bid
on hand sanitizer came through,” Landry said. “My state rep.

forwarded a letter to me and I said ‘Hey we’ve never done
this before, but we certainly know how to put liquid into
bottles.’ So I did some back-of-the-envelope calculations on
what it would cost to do that, and what kind of bid we could
put in.”
Employees of Urban South also benefited, as many
outside of the production staff had no work.
“It was huge for us because we have a pretty big staff that
was slowed down a lot on beer production,” Landry said.
“We had no taproom visitors, so we had bartender staff that
didn’t have any work. It was a good opportunity for us to
repurpose some people and keep them employed.”
Landry said his time in the Ogden Honors College
prepared him for the challenges not only of COVID-19, but of
running a business.
“I’d say first and foremost that the challenge of the
Honors College was really valuable,” Landry said. “From
a personal working perspective, that was certainly
helpful in my development. I think more broadly that
liberal arts foundation coupled particularly with the mass
communication focus on really being able to communicate
clearly and effectively has been incredibly valuable.”
Though the project helped to keep Urban South in
business through the pandemic, Landry expects to return to
solely beer production in the near future as restrictions are
lifted.
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virtual recruitment
S

orority recruitment is traditionally the week
where over 1,000 college women parade up and
down Sorority Row, visit each house and meet
new friends. With COVID-19 this experience seemed nearly
impossible to continue, so the LSU Panhellenic Board made
the decision to move the event online.
Interior design sophomore and Alpha Delta Pi sorority
member Bella Godchaux said she was upset when
recruitment moved to online format, but also relieved
because of the impact the pandemic would have had if the
event would have been in-person.
“I would rather put people’s health first,” Godchaux said.
The Panhellenic Board and each sorority worked
overtime to ensure that the potential new members had
full experiences. A record-breaking 1,440 potential new
members registered for recruitment, with 1,317 women
placed in sororities. The rounds were all the same except
the first, known as the ‘ice water’ round. This round was not
interactive and consisted of the women watching a video
from each sorority.
The Gamma Chis experienced the biggest change. Gamma
Chis are group leaders for potential new members going
through recruitment week. Being a Gamma Chi during
COVID-19 was much different than what communication
disorders and Spanish senior Ashlyn Lee expected when she
applied.
“Under normal circumstances, all of the Gamma Chis and
potential new members are on the Row all day organizing
the lines and ensuring that all potential new members are
present,” Lee said. “We had a similar role, but it was all done
through Zoom, so we were taking roll through the Zoom

waiting room.”
One thing that did not change was what she considers
the main part of her job–building relationships and helping
the women in her group make decisions. She was still able
to become close with her group by meeting with them for
frozen yogurt or lunch and talking on the phone with them
almost every day.
“I wanted to be a Gamma Chi to build relationships with
these new members of the Greek community and the LSU
family, and that was exactly what happened throughout the
week,” Lee said. “I had a great time and would do it all over
again next year even with the same circumstances.”
Psychology sophomore and Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority
member Olivia Boardman agreed there were benefits to
virtual recruitment because it was nice to complete the
process from the comfort of home. However, she felt there
was also a negative side for the potential new members.
“I wouldn’t have gotten as good a feel for the sororities
because I wouldn’t get to see how they interacted with each
other and in their houses,” Boardman said. “The first round
got cut out, so that was less opportunity to meet people.”
Haynes never doubted her choice to go through
recruitment because she knew that it was a good way to
meet people no matter the circumstance.
“I think there were benefits doing it virtually because
you really got to talk one on one without any distractions,”
Haynes said. “We weren’t surrounded by a bunch of other
girls. It was also nice that it was over a computer and it
wasn’t in person because we did not have to be in the
blazing heat.”
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sorority stories
S

ororities down the row are creating new protocols
so Greek Life members can still have experiences
at the house with friends and in the Greek Life
community amid COVID-19 protective measures.
Before the pandemic, sororities held large events like
semi, formal and exchanges with other fraternities, but these
activities no longer exist for sororities due to the pandemic.
When the 2020 fall semester started, sororities made it a
priority to create plans so students in Greek life could still
visit their houses, host small events and even live in the
sorority house.
Delta Zeta’s Academic Chair Grace Kellar lives in the Delta
Zeta house. She said the move-in process was quiet and
only two people were allowed to move in at a time with
their parents. They had to sign in, wear a mask and get their
temperature taken before walking into the house.
“Wearing a mask in my home can get annoying,” Kellar
said. “However, I understand I have to if I want to have the
privilege of living in the house.”
Kellar said she misses weekly chapter meetings and
getting to see everyone’s faces. She said living in the house
has its fun moments and it is like they are all quarantined
together. They have dinners together with no more than four
people at a dining table.
“The bond with my sorority sisters is still there even

though there are rules,” Kellar said. “I still get to eat, study
and live next door to all of my friends.”
Delta Gamma is also hosting small events for their
members amid COVID-19. They have “Fun Fridays” every
other week with time slots so every member has a chance to
be involved. They previously have tie-dyed masks, had king
cake parties and even hosted a coffee truck.
Delta Gamma sophomore Emma Anderson said the events
within her sorority helps her to see all of her friends.
“Delta Gamma has been making it a priority to make sure
everyone is doing okay during this hard time,” Anderson
said.
Delta Gamma also hosts study nights and allows their girls
to have dinners at the house. They pick up their food and
are allowed to eat outside. As the semester progressed, they
were gradually allowed to eat inside with tables spaced out.
Pi Phi is also hosting similar small events for their sorority.
They have incorporated wellness days for the members.
They had a hot yoga event with a few of the members at
Orangetheory, a local fitness center.
Pi Phi implemented the same lunch protocols adopted by
other sororities with a spaced out dining room. They cannot
rearrange chairs in the dining room and they have to eat in
small groups.
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covid business
C

OVID-19 has ravaged the restaurant industry
and the local economy. With limited seating and
the danger that the virus poses, restaurants are
grappling with the hard reality of indoor dining.
Some local restaurants and businesses have managed to
do better than others, including Schlittz & Giggles, a local
pizza restaurant frequented by some LSU students.
“Our sales have actually been better since the pandemic
started,” Samantha Hughey, an employee at Schlittz &
Giggles, said. While the pizza delivery service hasn’t felt the
impact from the pandemic as severely as other restaurants,
COVID-19 is still taking its toll on the industry.
“Our greatest challenge has been making sure that
customers comply with the mask policy,” Hughey said.
Other restaurants rely on the crowds that local bars and
LSU tailgating brings.
Pluckers Wing Bar, located near Tigerland, has been
struggling since the pandemic started.
There was a COVID-19 outbreak at Tigerland in June and
bars were then closed following Gov. John Bel Edwards’
announcement of statewide bar restrictions on July 11.
Baton Rouge bars reopened Sept. 30 after approval was
granted by Mayor-President Sharon Weston Broome and the
Louisiana Office of Alcohol and Tobacco Control.
Despite bars reopening near Pluckers Wing Bar, General
Manager Norbert Weinert said business has not returned to
what it was before the pandemic.
“We saw less than a fraction of what we normally do,”
Weinert said.
The wing restaurant has seen a multitude of issues take
place since the pandemic began.
“We actually had to cut back our hours,” Weinert said.
“We usually get a big rush when the bars close. It’s nothing
like it was before.” It wasn’t just the closure of the bars on
July 11 that affected the business.
“Football season was bad,” Weinert said. “Sales are not
even close to where they were. Sometimes ten to twenty
thousand dollars less.”
Instead of having to let go of employees, Pluckers Wing
Bar was faced with the opposite dilemma.
“We didn’t have to let go of many employees,” Weinert
said. “A lot of employees didn’t want to work. We’ve had to
begin rebuilding.”
Nearby at The Kolache Kitchen, as students return back to
campus, business is getting better.

“We’re near LSU, so once students left, that affected
business a little bit, but now that school is back, things are
picking up again,” William Hancock, an employee at The
Kolache Kitchen, said. The Kolache Kitchen struggled when
the pandemic first began and orders were slowing down.
“During the start of the pandemic, there were not
enough people buying stuff,” Hancock said. “We had to let
a lot of employees go. Just managers were working.” It’s
not just local restaurants that are feeling the impacts of
the pandemic. The Varsity Theatre is complying with the
governor’s COVID-19 orders which currently has Louisiana
in phase 3 mitigation measures, including a statewide mask
mandate and is closed indefinitely, according to its owner.
The CVS store on Highland Road hasn’t seen as much
business as it usually does, but has started to see more
people come into the store since the start of the second
semester.
“We have slowed down, but since school has started,
we’ve picked up to probably around 60 to 70% of our original
numbers,” Katherine Stracner, an employee at CVS, said.
The main focus at CVS is ensuring that customers are
wearing their masks and staying safe, according to Stracner.
“All of us working at CVS are risking our health with sick
customers coming in just so we can pay the bills, and a lot of
the customers don’t seem to respect that or respect that they
need to wear a mask because we have a lot of kind elderly
customers coming in who have no other choice and need
their medicine,” Stracner said.
Stracner said around 90% of customers wear their mask
when they walk in but for the other 10%, she has to “politely
but forcefully remind them.”
“It’s really disappointing,” she said. “The lack of scientific
literacy and basic human empathy is astounding.”
These are impacts that local businesses could be dealing
with until a vaccine is readily available for the general public
in Baton Rouge.
East Baton Rouge Parish has issued the Paycheck
Protection Plan (PPP) aimed at helping small businesses
receive the help they need. The plan, which started April 3,
2020, provides small businesses with funds to pay up to 8
weeks of payroll costs including benefits.
“Businesses with fewer than 500 employees may be
eligible for forgivable PPP loans for up to 8 weeks of payroll
and other expenses due to the COVID-19 quarantine,”
according to the East Baton Rouge Parish website.
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greek life growth
D

espite COVID-19 regulations preventing LSU Greek
Life from hosting events and parties similar to the
ones in previous years, fraternities on campus
have worked together to remain connected during the
pandemic.
When the fall semester started, fraternities adapted
from hosting multiple parties during the semester to none.
According to Acacia President Grant LaPeyronnie, Acacia has
seen its pledge numbers drop by almost 10 members since
the beginning of the spring 2021 semester.
“It is hard to have a fraternal sense of community,”
LaPeyrronie said. “We cannot get together and feel that
sense of community like we used to.”
When fraternities plan to host events, they must now
have protocols in place to follow in an attempt to prevent
the spread of COVID-19. Interfraternity Council President
Navy Coggins said fraternities have to get events approved
by LSU through Tigerlink, a website to make sure an event is
appropriate and follows COVID-19 regulations.
Pi Kappa Alpha hosted an event with the LSU Student
Health Center amid COVID-19. The fraternity hosted a flu
shot drive outside of its house Nov. 11, 2020, organized by
the fraternity’s Health and Safety Chairman, Milton Khonsari.
Members of fraternities are required to fill out the
daily symptom checker if they want to enter an event.
Interfraternity Council Vice President of Recruitment Chad

Boyd said he wants to make sure that everything is being
conducted as safely as possible.
“The biggest thing we can do is ensure everyone’s safety,”
Boyd said. “That is our main focus moving forward.”
Fraternities are informed by the University to wait to host
an event until they know how to host an event as safely as
they can.
“There are a lot of unknowns, and restrictions are
constantly changing,” Coggins said. “We are working with
the LSU administration constantly and are hoping for normal
to return soon.”
Acacia is still allowing members to participate in their
meal plan. Members can eat in the house, but they are
encouraged to pick up their meal and leave unless they
already live in the house. Members are allowed to socialize in
the common area of the house, but masks are required at all
times.
Boyd said fraternities have opened themselves up to more
than just social events. He said this gives the members a
sense of the networking within their fraternity; members
can see the opportunity to obtain resources for themselves
outside of a social setting.
“Even after this is over, Greek Life has gained something
here,” Coggins said. “This has opened Greek Life up to more
than just events and parties.”
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miss lsu-usa
M

iss LSU-USA, a preliminary pageant to Miss
Louisiana hosted by Delta Zeta, was held on
March 14 where sophomore Hannah Fontenot
was crowned as Miss LSU-USA 2021.
The Miss LSU-USA pageant supports Delta Zeta’s national
philanthropy of Speech and Hearing, and in the past year,
the pageant raised close to $100,000, making it the largest
Greek philanthropic fundraiser on LSU’s campus. The
pageant is put on by Delta Zeta’s Miss LSU committee who
make every detail of the event perfect.
Callie Owsley, the philanthropy chairman of Delta Zeta,
said that the majority of the money goes to the national
philanthropy, The Starkey Hearing Foundation, while the rest
goes to two local philanthropies, The Emerge Center and St.
Lillian Academy.
“Delta Zeta’s philanthropy means a lot to me,” Owsley
said. “Our philanthropies allow us as a chapter to see the
change we can make when we come together and raise
money for an important cause. For our local philanthropies,
we actually get to work hands-on with the kids and see them
learn and grow throughout the years.”
Out of the student body, only 23 women decided to
compete in this pageant. The pageant took place at the
Union Theatre and was available through livestream due to
limited capacity in the theatre. Due to the cancellation of the
pageant in 2020 because of the pandemic, Carley McCord,
sports journalist who passed away in a plane accident
in 2019, was announced as the honorary winner of the
pageant.
The pageant began with the contestants taking turns and

walking onto the stage to introduce themselves. After this,
each contestant walked and was scored on their swimsuit
and evening gown presentations. Between each of these was
interviews from Miss LSU-USA 2019 Keighley Kelley and Miss
Louisiana Teen USA Gracie Petry as well as the viewing of
Delta Zeta’s philanthropy video.
All 23 women joined on the stage as the top five was
announced. The top five included Lauren Thirstrup, Lauren
Wall, Hannah Fontenot, Emily Randon, and Jordan Boshea.
Each woman was then asked the same interview question
but was given noise cancelling headphones so they could
not hear the other. After this scoring was completed, Lauren
Thirstrup was announced as first runner up and Hannah
Fontenot received the crown and title of Miss LSU-USA 2021.
“From the very beginning, I had my eyes set on the title
of Miss LSU-USA because I knew how special this role is and
how much I wanted to represent this university.” Fontenot
said. “I could not wait to meet all of the other contestants
and hopefully earn this position. ‘God, if this is meant for me
and where you want me, I am ready to step into this role,
please give me your words and let your light shine through
me’ is what I kept repeating over and over.”
Fontenot said that after she was announced Miss LSUUSA, she first thanked God for gifting her this blessing.
She also said she was filled with so many emotions, and all
she wanted to do was wrap her arms around her family.
Fontenot has only been competing in pageants for about a
year and was signed up to compete for Miss LSU-USA 2020
before it got cancelled. She has competed in three USA
pageants.
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valley vaccination
T

iger Stadium recently opened up its gates again.
Fans used to file in, eager to catch a glimpse of Joe
Burrow during his Heisman season. Now, we’re
just eager for a shot at a normal life again — a life that the
COVID-19 vaccine can hopefully provide.
When I learned the University would be providing a
limited number of vaccines on campus, part of me wanted to
just ignore it altogether. My parents felt otherwise, though;
later, I found myself becoming one of those students who
would grasp at anything that could potentially bring me back
to the pre-coronavirus days.
I have to say that my vaccination experience at the
University was surprisingly pleasant. Everything from the
sign-up process to the actual appointment day was very easy
to navigate, and the on-site staff was exceedingly helpful in
guiding students through it all.
Signing up for an appointment was a breeze. There were
step-by-step instructions, which made it really hard to mess
up or confuse anything. I only wish signing up for a meeting
with my academic advisor was that easy.
After that, you just show up at your scheduled time and
you’ll be in and out like Arik Gilbert. All you need is your ID
and a short-sleeve shirt, and you are ready to go.
If you look up “southern hospitality” in the dictionary,

you’ll actually find a picture of the people that administer the
COVID-19 vaccines on campus. They were literally the nicest
people ever for the 15 seconds that it took to get it done.
Before you have a chance to even comprehend how nice
they are, the needle is in and out, and your first dosage of
the vaccine is complete following a 15-minute observation
period. For me, the whole process was over within
approximately 30 minutes.
Now the unpleasant part begins. During the next couple
of days, my left arm stopped wanting to be part of my body. I
lost all motivation to do anything but lay in bed all day. From
what I have heard, the second dose is much worse.
I am not prepared for that in the slightest, but based off of
my first experience in Tiger Stadium, I’m sure I can handle it.
Everyone is entitled to an opinion when it comes to this
vaccine. This article isn’t about that.
Whether you choose to get the vaccine is entirely up to
you. I am not pressuring anyone to do so. This is for those
who are scared or nervous and interested in how the process
works — I know anxiety can cause people to be hesitant if
not presented with all of the information.
This was my experience, but it’s for you to consider. Use it
how you see fit.
Anthony Bui is a 21-year-old English junior from Opelousas.

Page by: Gabe Henderson
Story by: Anthony Bui
Photos by: Matthew Perschall

80

the new normal?
L

SU announced in a March email that it plans to
operate similarly in Fall 2021 as it did pre-pandemic,
assuming vaccinations continue to be administered
as planned.
But after a year of remote learning, hybrid classes and
strict health precautions across U.S. campuses, questions
remain about what changes are here to stay at universities:
what the new normal may look like at LSU and in higher
education more generally for the foreseeable future.
The abrupt switch to online learning in 2020 has forced
students, professors and administrators to rethink certain
aspects of college life, like the role of online classes in the
traditional university experience, virtual office hours and
virtual access to live events - some changes that may be here
to stay.
Nearly one-third of college students “never want to take
another class via Zoom,” according to a College Pulse and
Inside Higher Ed survey.
Mass communication freshman Ashlyn Anderson will take
her first in-person class in the fall as a sophomore. She said
she isn’t planning on taking hybrid classes in the future, but
that remote learning has taught her independence and selfdiscipline.
“I’ve had so many asynchronous classes and I’ve had to
keep up with due dates and studying on my own,” Anderson
said. “I’m taking that into account next semester when
dealing with studying and doing classes in the future.”
Mass communication junior Austin Wade said online
classes made it hard for him to understand the material
presented in class, and he said it made him feel like a
“horrible’’ student.
“I’m excited to be able to ask those questions in person,
have a classmate I can whisper to and walk up after class to
ask questions about things I’m a bit confused about,” Wade
said.
Despite many students’ desire to return to campus, some
aspects of the online experience are likely here to stay, like
Zoom office hours.
Mass communication professor Will Mari said the switch
to remote learning taught him that he could teach his classes
more efficiently.
“Sometimes less is more,” Mari said. “I’ve learned that
students don’t need to meet with me every class period.
Sometimes it’s okay to have a Friday or Monday class period
that has part of it outside of class.”
LSU higher education professor Ashley Clayton said she

was resistant to the online platform.
“I am very pro in-person delivery,” Clayton said. “I believe
that having that in-classroom discussion is so valuable. I just
feel like the online platform is impersonal.”
Despite her resistance to online learning, she said the
pandemic has forced her and others who study higher
education to reconsider how much of the college experience
can be replicated online.
“Prior to the pandemic, we had less confidence that we
could replicate on-campus learning to the online platform,
myself included, but I do think after the pandemic, we’ve
learned better practices of how to manage the online
classroom,” Clayton said. “I do think some meetings and
some office hours and interactions with students will remain
on Zoom.”
The same College Pulse and Inside Higher Ed survey
found that there are multiple COVID-era experiences
students would like to persist even as the pandemic ends:
- Nearly 80% of students said they’d like to see lectures
made available online so they can review material.
- Almost half said they’d like the option to attend courses
in-person or online.
- Roughly 35% percent said they still want virtual access to
live events and online access to college support resources.
The pandemic’s disruption of social life affected students
most acutely, according to the survey, which found that 73%
of students missed “friends and social life” the most.
“Students have been isolated in the past year--they
haven’t been able to make friends and go to events,” Clayton
said. “That is, in some ways, more concerning than the
online learning for me.”
Academic integration and social integration of students
are two main factors that contribute to student success and
retention, Clayton said.
“There’s tons of research showing that you need both
to persist through college,” she said. “If you’re only
academically integrated and engaged but you’re not socially
integrated, and you don’t have those social outlets and
networks, then you’re less likely to persist.”
Wade and Anderson said they’re looking forward to being
on campus again and experiencing LSU in a post-COVID
world.
“I miss seeing all the students in the quad, making friends
in classes and the rush of trying to make it from one place to
another,” Wade said. “It’s been really hard to relax and find
friends since the pandemic started.”
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women’s rights
A

s the country mourns the loss of long-time U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, we at
Gumbo have taken the time to reflect on the history of women’s rights in the United States as a whole as
well as in Louisiana and here at LSU.
130 years ago this year, Wyoming was the first state to grant women the right to vote in 1890. In 1900, all states
had laws allowing women to own property in their own name. In 1916, Montana elected Jeannette Rankin as the
first woman to serve in the House of Representatives. In 1918, Margaret Sanger fought her way to the United
States Supreme Court to allow doctors to advise their married patients about birth control methods for health
purposes. Her clinic, along with others, became Planned Parenthood in 1942.
The 19th Amendment, which granted women the right to vote, was ratified 100 years ago this year. But that is
not where the fight for women’s rights began, nor is it where it ended.
Before the United States was a country as we know it today, under the Constitution, women were fighting for
their rights. Abigail Adams in March of 1776 wrote a letter to her husband John Adams and his colleagues at the
Constitutional Convention to remember women as they formed the foundation of this country.
“Remember the ladies and be more generous and favorable to them than your ancestors,” she wrote.
“Remember, all men would be tyrants if they could. If particular care and attention is not paid to the ladies, we
are determined to foment a rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no voice or
representation.”
In July of 1848, nearly 75 years later, the first woman’s rights convention was held in Seneca Falls, New York.
Organized by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, the Convention produced the Declaration of Sentiments,
which reworded the Declaration of Independence to speak solely on women’s issues. This declaration was signed
by 68 women and 32 men.
Of course, these figures were not saints. Stanton made no secret that when she advocated for women’s suffrage,
she was advocating for middle class, white, protestant women such as herself. She said many times that she did
not support the passage of the 15th Amendment, which gave adult black men the right to vote, because she
believed she was more deserving of the vote than were black men. But the Convention and the activism that burst
forth from it led to the passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920, which finally granted women the right to vote.
Just a year later, in January of 1849 Elizabeth Blackwell was the first woman to graduate from medical school in
the United States and went on to become a doctor. Blackwell’s acceptance letter from Geneva College was intended
as a practical joke. Professors forced her to sit separately in classes, excluded her from labs, and local townspeople
shunned her. That didn’t stop her; Blackwell went on to graduate from Geneva with the highest grades in her class.
Sojourner Truth, a former slave, an advocate for abolition, women’s rights, and temperance, stood in front of a
crowd in May of 1851 in Akron, Ohio and asked them:
“And ain’t I a woman? Look at me! Look at my arm! I have ploughed and planted, and gathered into barns, and
no man could head me! And ain’t I a woman? I could work as much and eat as much as a man--when I could get it-and bear the lash as well! And ain’t I a woman? I have borne 13 children, and seen most all sold off to slavery, and
when I cried out with my mother’s grief, none but Jesus heard me! And ain’t I a woman?”
More locally, in 1905, Olivia Davis became the first woman to graduate from LSU. In 1909, Mercedes Garig
became the first female faculty member. Six years after the passage of the 19th Amendment, Harriet S. Daggett
became the first female faculty member of the LSU Law School. Daggett was a graduate of Yale Law School. She
taught at the Law School for at least 25 years, and in that time wrote countless papers.
In 1955, nine months before Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus, Claudette Colvin did
it first. Colvin was 15 and riding the bus home from school with friends. She was told she had to get up and stand
in the back, because the back rows were already full, so that a young white woman could sit.

LSU Gumbo celebrates 100
years since the passing of
the 19th Amendment.
“It felt as though Harriet Tubman’s hands were pushing me down on one shoulder and Sojourner Truth’s hands
pushing me down on the other,” Colvin said. But Colvin was a young girl, a pregnant teenager. Activists felt as
though Rosa Parks, a local seamstress, would be a better fit for the face of their cause.
In 1960, the FDA approved the first commercially produced birth control pill in the world. Three years later,
President John F. Kennedy signed into law the Equal Pay Act, which in theory prohibited sex-based wage
discrimination in the workplace. We know today that this discrimination still very much takes place.
In 1964, Maxine Crump became the first black student to live in a residence hall at LSU.
“I had seen James Meredith beaten,” Crump said. “I had seen water hoses turned on people and I was prepared
for all of it. I didn’t prefer it to happen, but I was willing to do what I needed to do.”
Crump was part of a push for women to be allowed to wear pants on campus, too.
“We’re sitting in the dorm and one girl said why can’t we wear pants? And one said what are they going to do if
we all wear pants?” Crump said. “I thought, what would my parents think if I got kicked out of school for this. But I
went for it because it felt right, and that was the last time we weren’t allowed to wear pants.”
In 1971, Ginsburg argued the case Reed v. Reed in front of the Supreme Court, representing Sally Reed and
arguing that she should be the executor of her deceased son’s estate instead of her ex-husband. The Court majority
agreed with Ginsburg’s arguments, and for the first time since the passage of the 14th Amendment, struck down a
law on the basis that it violated the Equal Protection Clause, and that the sex-based discrimination of the Idaho law
was unconstitutional.
In 1972, President Nixon signed into law Title IX, which prohibits sex-based discrimination in publicly funded
educational institutions. In 1973, the landmark case Roe v. Wade is decided 7-2 in the US Supreme Court,
establishing a woman’s right to have an abortion. In 1983, Sandra Day O’Connor was sworn in as the first woman
on the Supreme Court, 113 years after Ada Kepley was the first woman to graduate law school.
It wasn’t until 1980 that LSU had its first black Golden Girls, Paula Johnson and Saundra Mims. At first, the girls
didn’t make the team. But the Dean of Student Affairs questioned the scoring of the auditions, and sure enough.
The girls had scored high enough to be on the team but had been made alternates. After this was discovered, the
girls moved up to actually be on the team.
In 1991, LSU crowned its first black homecoming queen, Renee Boutte Myer. Myer was also the last queen
crowned without a king. Currently, Myer is the Director of Advocacy and Engagement for the LSU College of Human
Sciences and Education.
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black historymonth
F

ebruary is Black History Month. This month is an
annual celebration of achievements by African
Americans and a time for recognizing their central
role in U.S. history.
Although Harvard historian Carter G. Woodson and the
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History dedicated
the second week of February as “Negro History Week,” it
wasn’t until 1976 that President Gerald Ford recognized the
month of February as Black History Month.
There are many ways in which organizations on LSU’s
campus are getting involved. Student Government’s
department of Diversity, co-directed by Devin Scott and Gabe
Watkins, put together 28 Days of Excellence and highlighted
28 individuals who made history by contributing to America.
LSU NAACP also had many events they put together such
as the Image Awards and Open Mic nights. LSU Ambassadors
did Instagram stories that are striving to educate about
black history and spread awareness. Sigma Lambda Gamma,
LSU’s first multicultural sorority, is also posting stories via
Instagram each week of a historical figure in black history
with highlights about them.
Tori Vaughn, president of Sigma Lambda Gamma,
said “When I think of black history, it’s a way to honor
and celebrate past and present historical figures that
have helped to make a difference in the African American
community.”
Javin D. Bowman, a junior at LSU running for student body
president, said that this month for him is when black history
is appreciated.
“Black History serves as a reminder of black people

that have fought for equality and to be recognized for our
contributions to this nation,” Bowman said.
Michelle Obama is one of many influential Black
individuals in history and Vaughn is most inspired by her.
“Her being the first African American first lady of the
United States was just so amazing to me.” Vaughn said.
Obama was the founding executive director of the Chicago
chapter of Public Allies, which is an American nonprofit
organization that helps young adults, from all backgrounds,
levels of education and professional experiences to develop
skills for future careers in the public sector. In 2015, she
launched Let Girls Learn, which is a U.S. government-wide
initiative to help girls around the world go to school and stay
in school.
“Celebrating Black History Month could be as simple as
supporting your black friends, supporting black business
owners, writers, dancers, teachers, etc.,” Bowman said. “You
can celebrate black history by supporting those who are
making black history.”
Vaughn added, “Take the time to learn about other
people’s background, what they have been through, and just
understanding that not everyone’s situation is the same.”
While Black History Month only lasts one month, the
celebration and appreciation for the role Black people have
played in America’s history should continue year-round. By
doing this, it helps to gain knowledge and appreciation for
the lives and milestones of African Americans. It may be a
short period of time, but it is an everlasting celebration of
black lives in history.
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black lives matter
C

hange must always start somewhere.
In this case, it began at the Parade Grounds.
LSU students and community members banded
together at noon on September 5 for a march in support of
the Black Lives Matter movement, organized by sophomore
TJ Polk.
“The purpose of the March is for the LSU community
to come together in unity and solidarity with the black
community as we fight for social justice and equality,” Polk
said via Twitter.
This march was in support of the social movement that
advocates against police brutality and all racially motivated
violence against the African American community. The
movement was officially founded in 2013 but is still
promoted greatly across the country to this day. Before the
march, many people rallied at the parade grounds. Many
different groups and organizations were in attendance,
including the Black Male Leadership Initiative at LSU and
LSU’s Men’s Basketball Team with head coach Will Wade.
From the walk’s start to finish, many people joined the march
across campus as they saw it pass.
“The march was centered around the middle of campus,
hitting the quad, the PMAC, then looping back around
towards Williams Hall before the final stretch,” LSU student
Kyron Wilson said.
Another LSU student, Gabriel Espinal, said he noticed the
number of people at least tripled by the PMAC from when it
started at the Parade Grounds. Espinal took photographs at

the event.
“I simply gave support in the best way I know how and
that’s through my lens,” Espinal said. “I felt like I was just
doing what anyone in my position or background would
have done, I haven’t put much thought into it.”
Espinal also adds that change is a process and we must
trust the process. At the march there were speeches given by
multiple people, including Polk and LSU Interim President
Tom Galligan. Galligan has spoken at other demonstrations
like this, including one held in June in the Quad. Whether
personally motivated or not, many people are fighting to
make this crucial change in our country. Making the change
comes in many shapes and sizes, whether it’s attending a
march or demonstration, or something as simple as signing
a petition.
“Attending this march felt as if I was continuing to
do my part to initiate change amidst all of the social
injustices,” Wilson said. “I attended many protests/peaceful
demonstrations this past summer and I see no reason to
stop now if nothing has changed.”
It is pivotal that everyone in the community does their
part in working towards achieving equality for all races.
Opportunities to make change are all around, but society
must be prepared to make that change.
“Next time an opportunity like this presents itself, I highly
recommend engaging in it,” Wilson said. “Whether that be
attending or just sharing the information, you could make a
huge difference in the long run!”

Page by: Gabe Henderson
Story by: Victoria Boone
Photos by: Jalen Hinton

88

football march
O

n Friday, Aug. 28, the LSU football team held
a march on campus in protest of the ongoing
epidemic of police brutality and systemic racism in

America.
Players spoke with Head Coach Ed Orgeron and Interim
President Tom Galligan about how they’ve been individually
affected by racism to encourage an open dialogue on race
within the ranks of the administration.
The march was timely, coming at the heels of a summer
of Black Lives Matter protests organized to reckon with the
racist abuse committed daily by American police.
Only five days before the march, police in Kenosha, WI,
shot Jacob Blake, an unarmed Black man, seven times in
the back at point-blank range. Two days later, 17-year-old
Kyle Rittenhouse, a white supremacist and Blue Lives Matter
supporter, fatally shot two Kenosha protestors.
With a primarily Black lineup, our University’s football
team has a clear stake in ensuring racial equality for its
players and the campus as a whole. When I first heard of
their march, however, I dismissed it. After everything that
had already happened this summer, I told myself the public
was already well aware of the racial injustices plaguing our
country.
The march was a good gesture, but not one I predicted
would result in real change. At the time I felt that in order to
truly make a difference the team should have made specific
demands and refused to play until it received what it wanted.
Then, on Sept. 10, a stadium booed the Kansas City Chiefs
and the Houston Texans when team members linked arms
during a moment of silence dedicated to fighting injustice.

I was shocked. Evidently I had overestimated the social
awareness of the average football fan if even this most basic
demonstration of solidarity had elicited such a negative
response.
I realize now that for many fans, the march was the first
time they were seeing familiar names and faces attached to
a Black Lives Matter protest. Likewise, for the athletes who
participated, it was a solid first step in creating sustainable
change for Black students, faculty and staff members at the
University.
Coach O himself said the “things that [he] heard about
[on the day of the march]...[he] never knew before.” Given
this reaction, the players clearly made an impact on the
administration, the full scope of which may not yet be known
to the general public.
I am far from being the University’s No.1 football fan, but
even I recognize the team’s outsized authority on campus.
When a star like JaCoby Stevens marches on the University,
people listen.
Our football team is just a micro-sector of the American
public — but it’s one with huge visibility among a generally
conservative fanbase. No matter how cynically I downplayed
it at first, the march was a necessary first step towards
creating lasting social consciousness in the locker room,
across campus and among the fanbase as a whole.
Not only that but it was a reminder of the University’s
racist streak, and the progress that still needs to be made;
thanks to the work of leaders like Stevens, Andre Anthony
and their teammates, I have hope that change is imminent.
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mansion protest
M

ore than 100 protestors rallied outside of the
Governor’s Mansion, demanding police reform
and advocating for transparency in multiple cases
involving police violence fatalities.
Groups from across Louisiana including The Village 337,
NAACP, ACLU of Louisiana, BR for the People, Democracy
at Work LSU and the New Black Panther Party traveled to
attend the protest.
The National Chair of the New Black Panther Party, Krystal
Muhammad, does not think legitimate change is happening
regarding institutional racism and police brutality across the
country.
“Change is not happening at all,” Muhammad said. “There
is a lot of forward movement toward change, but there is
no change. We have institutional racism going on; we have
domestic terrorism of the Black community by the hands of
the police.”
Muhammad also expressed frustration with the inaction
of the U.S. government to protect its Black citizens.
“The police are paid to protect the properties of the
ruling class, and they are being paid to terrorize the Black
community,” Muhammad said.
Muhammad called for the creation of legislation to better
police law enforcement and for international entities to hold
the U.S. responsible for domestic crimes.
“There needs to be state and federal legislation and
ordinances that hold police to a higher standard of criminal
punishment than the citizens because they are trained to
kill, and they do kill,” Muhammad said. “There should be
an International Court of Criminal hearing held against
the United States government for the genocide and ethnic
cleansing that has taken place.”
Friday’s protest comes during a time when most of the
country has experienced protests and riots of its own, but
LSU creative writing senior Hannah Michal believes the issue
of racism is more prevalent here due to the history of racism
against African Americans in the South.
“Louisiana is very racist as it is,” Michal said. “It’s still a
problem nationwide, but I think it’s worse in the South.”
Activist Jamal Taylor of The Village 337 called for the
removal of Colonel Kevin Reeves, Superintendent of the
Louisiana State Police, citing his department’s systematic
failures.
“His police officers murder people and for 17 months
nothing happens,” Taylor said. “But when the news gets
it, he (Chris Hollingsworth) magically gets fired. There is

obviously something wrong if you feel like you needed
to terminate an officer. So, Colonel Reeves needs to be
terminated.”
The protest occurred hours after a funeral for a Louisiana
state trooper who was under investigation for the death
of Ronald Greene in May 2019. Greene died after what
Louisiana police described as a struggle to bring him
into custody, resulting in police chase, according to the
Associated Press.
Greene’s family filed a wrongful death lawsuit earlier this
year alleging that Louisiana police “brutalized” Greene and
covered up the actual cause of his death, according to the
Associated Press.
Baton Rouge resident Arielle Stephens wants to see
reformations of law enforcement agencies in the hope of
quelling the trend of police brutality toward minorities.
“Not everybody is as big of a threat as they make them out
to be,” Stephens said. “They signed up for a job where they
are going to risk their lives, but if anybody moves a muscle,
they get scared.”
Bishop John Milton from Lafayette believes all actions
committed by police officers are a direct product of American
society.
“The actions of the police department are a reflection of
the reality of America, which has the original sin of resting in
white supremacy and the devaluation of Black life,” Milton
said. “What we need is a complete transformation of that
ideology, and we can live in a true equal and just society
where everybody can be free.”
Milton said progress is unattainable in any other aspect as
long as Black communities still face neglect and racism.
“What we expect of police officers is to do what they are
supposed to do, which is to protect and to serve,” Milton
said. “I don’t give a hoot if a Black man is on crack, if they
have a mental illness, [a police officer’s job] is to protect
and to serve. If when you call, somebody has to leave dead,
how are you going to call that protecting and serving and
considering that an accomplishment of your mission?”
Raees Unis, who traveled to the protest from Lafayette,
wants police to treat him fairly and not discriminate against
him based upon the color of his skin.
“I want to see them talk to us like normal people,” Unis
said. “If I get stopped by an officer I don’t want to have to be
afraid. Eventually they’ll have to make some change, because
the protests are just going to keep becoming worse if they
don’t.”
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tasa protest
S

exual assault allegations against LSU athletes are
nothing new, but the University has never seemed
to do much about it.
In November, USA Today published a disturbing story
about LSU’s mishandling of sexual assault allegations against
athletes. There was outrage immediately following the
story’s publication, which led to student leaders on campus
planning a march on campus to protest the University’s lack
of response.
The USA Today story reported that the LSU athletic
department, administration and police repeatedly ignored
allegations against its athletes. The blatant mishandling of
these cases went beyond student athletes. The University
gave three non-athletes “deferred suspensions” after they
were proven to have committed sexual assault against other
students.
Samantha Brennan, who says she was photographed
nude without her consent by running back Derrius Guice,
said the University told her she would have to wait until
the statute of limitations ran out on her allegation in order
to obtain her LSUPD report. The statute of limitations is six
years.
Tigers Against Sexual Assault (TASA) organized a protest
on November 20th at the Parade Grounds. Hundreds of
people showed up. Angelina Cantelli, co-president of TASA,
said she was motivated because she was outraged at the
things that were revealed in the article.
“I think this will show administrators that students care
about this issue and want to see changes and it’s not just

victims that care, it’s the entire student body,” Cantelli said.
“Consent is a human right, and we don’t want another
bogus press conference. We want answers,” said Angel
Upshaw, the other co-president of TASA, during her address
at the protest.
After her address, she led the crowd through LSU campus,
ending at the Pete Maravich Assembly Center. Once the
entire crowd arrived, TASA officers spoke then allowed
volunteer members of the audience to say some words.
“I don’t understand why 20-year-old people don’t
understand the concept of keeping your hands to yourself.
We, the people, deserve better.” one speaker said.
A judge has ordered LSU to turn over unredacted
documents relating to Brennan’s accusations against Guice
to USA Today, after the school originally refused to do so. The
judge also ordered the University to pay for the newspaper’s
legal fees, as well as over $6,000 in civil penalties.
Since the USA Today article was published, the University
announced they hired the Husch Blackwell law firm to
conduct an investigation. The results of that investigation
were released in February.
The Department of Education sent a letter to LSU interim
president Tom Galligan on February 2nd that they would
be investigating the University for violation of the Clery Act,
which requires publicly funded universities to be transparent
about crime on campus.
Remember, you are not alone. Contact a trusted family
member, friend or the National Sexual Assault Hotline at
1-(800)-656-4673 if you need help.
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remembering dean
martin johnson

M

odest, kind, generous, approachable — those are
just a few of the words used to describe Manship
Dean Martin Johnson. Johnson, 50, died of a
heart attack in his sleep the night of Sept. 28.
Since his appointment as dean of the Manship School two
years ago, students and faculty alike said he made himself
available and demonstrated genuine interest in their lives.
Mass communications professor Will Mari said Johnson was
an “in-the-trenches, hands-on leader who put others first.”
“As the person who offered me the chance to work at a
research university and who believed in my potential, Dr.
Johnson will always be someone I seek to emulate and be
like,” Mari said.
Mass communications senior Justin Franklin said Johnson
served as a resource and a mentor for all the extracurricular
activities within Manship, whether it was finding the funds
for Franklin’s study abroad trip, helping advance Mock Trial
or revamping LSU’s National Association of Black Journalists
(NABJ). Franklin said NABJ, which was formerly known as
the Association of Black Communicators, had fallen into “a
season of nothing” before Johnson came along.
“He was so committed to the vision that we had for the
club and he was so committed to seeing Black students
comfortable, seeing Black students excel, and seeing Black
students have a place in the Manship School,” Franklin said.
Political science and mass communications professor
Nathan Kalmoe said when Johnson was a Reveille editor in
the ‘90s, he partnered with Southern University to produce
a joint weekly issue because he valued greater collaboration
between the schools.
“Local white business owners threatened to pull their
ads from the Reveille because they didn’t want newspaper
integration, but Martin didn’t back down,” Kalmoe said.
Kalmoe said Johnson was a generous and caring mentor
and friend. He said he was doing great things for the
Manship School and beyond with his leadership.
“I hope we can somehow realize his vision without him to
guide us,” Kalmoe said. “We owe that to him. I will miss him
terribly.”
When mass communications junior Kayla Hamilton
heard the news of Johnson’s passing, she contributed to a
makeshift memorial on the front steps of the journalism
building complete with flowers and a letter.
“As soon as I heard the news I had to do something,”
Hamilton said. “I just wanted to show some gratitude.”
Johnson was the first Manship administrator Hamilton

encountered when she came to campus for a freshman
admittance event.
“Dean Johnson, thank you for the change, impact and
knowledge you’ve given Manship,” Hamilton’s note read.
“You have touched each student and faculty and will never
be forgotten. Rest easy, you’ll be missed.”
Mass communications professor Roxanne Dill said
Johnson was invested in his students’ and faculty’s success,
which was made evident through the time he spent holding
frequent office hours and listening to concerns.
“He was the dean; he was in charge,” Dill said. “But he
used his position to serve the people around him. We should
all learn from that important legacy he leaves us at the
Manship school.”
LSU alumnus Joshua Jackson credits Johnson with his
achievements in the communication field.
“Without Martin, I [wouldn’t] have my current job or my
master’s degree from the Manship School,” Jackson said. “I
owe him basically the last four years of my life.”
Jackson said the thing that inspired him most about
Johnson was his commitment to people.
“Even as dean, he would have things that were far more
important to do, but I’d see him checking on the faculty and
staff,” Jackson said. “I’d catch him talking to students in the
[Holiday] Forum. He’d email me just to check in and if I had
an idea, we’d talk about how to make it happen.”
Mass communications graduate student James Smith said
Johnson always remembered his students.
“This isn’t very common in a school as large as LSU,” Smith
said. “He cared, genuinely. He exemplified the values that
make the Manship School more than a school. He made it
clear that we’re a family.”
Franklin said when he thinks of Johnson, a Martin Luther
King Jr. quote comes to mind: “The ultimate measure of a
man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and
convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and
controversy.”
“I’ll say for Dean Johnson, he made everybody’s
challenges and trials his own,” Franklin said. “It was never,
‘What can you do for me?’ It was always, ‘How can Manship
help? What can Manship do? What can I do?’
“This wouldn’t hurt this bad if he wasn’t such a good
person,” Franklin said. “This wouldn’t hurt so bad if he wasn’t
the kind man of wisdom that he was, and it came as such a
shock. It will take time for healing ,and it will take time to fill
the hole that’s been left.”

Page by: Gabe Henderson
Story by: Anna Jones
Photo by: Madison Dolive

96

from student to dean
D

ean Martin Johnson of the Manship School of Mass Communication passed away the night of Sept. 28, the
University announced on Sept. 29. Johnson, 50, died of a heart attack in his sleep, as was later confirmed by
Interim President Thomas Galligan in a press conference.
Johnson’s life was full of accomplishments. He started his career in journalism by serving as editor-in-chief of the Reveille
and earning a bachelor’s degree from the Manship School in 1991. He went on to earn his master’s and doctorate in political
science from Rice University before becoming department chair and professor at University of California, Riverside, and
eventually returning to Manship as sr. chair in political communication and dean.
In between his various university positions, he wrote a book, “Changing Minds or Changing Channels: Partisan News
in an Age of Choice,” which was co-winner of the 2014 Goldsmith Book Prize awarded by the Harvard Kennedy School
Shorenstein Center on Media, Politics and Public Policy. He had his work printed in American Journal of Political Science,
Journal of Politics and Human Communication Research among other scholarly publications, and his research was supported
by the National Science Foundation, the John Randolph and Dora Haynes Foundation and Time-sharing Experiments for the
Social Sciences.
But students and faculty agree that Johnson’s life was more than an extensive resume or prestigious awards. He was the
heartbeat of the Manship School – “a loss we’ll feel forever,” in the words of Associate Dean Josh Grimm.
Grimm sent out an email Tuesday morning informing students of Johnson’s passing the night before.
“Our entire LSU Family mourns the loss of Dean Johnson, who was a wonderful colleague, friend, father and husband,”
Galligan said in a statement. “We will be forever grateful for Dean Johnson’s countless contributions to the Manship School
and LSU, and we will miss him terribly. Please keep Martin’s wife, Sherri, an LSU Department of History faculty member, and
their son in your thoughts and prayers.”
Johnson’s long involvement with the Manship School began in his early childhood. He grew up less than a mile away from
the University and his parents were both teachers with LSU degrees. In an article from the Fall 2019 LSU Alumni Magazine,
Johnson recalled spending much of his childhood on LSU’s campus, swimming at the Huey P. Long Fieldhouse pool, meeting
friends at the Student Union or eating at Godfather’s Pizza on Chimes Street. He said he always knew he wanted to attend
LSU, and those plans came to fruition when he received the Chancellor’s Alumni Scholarship, now known as the President’s
Alumni Scholarship, for his academic performance at Baton Rouge Magnet High School.
He continued his success during his college years as the editor-in-chief of the Reveille, an announcer for KLSU and the
editor of the student magazine.
When Johnson was the editor-in-chief of the Reveille, mass communication and political science professor Nathan
Kalmoe said, Johnson spearheaded a joint weekly issue between the Reveille and the newspaper at Southern University, The
Southern Digest. Kalmoe said Johnson valued greater collaboration between the two schools divided by white supremacy.
“Local white business owners threatened to pull their ads from the Reveille because they didn’t want newspaper
integration, but Martin didn’t back down,” Kalmoe said.
Johnson also used his position as editor-in-chief to advocate for an African-American cultural resource center on campus.
“There is no reasonable doubt this campus needs a place for cultural interaction,” Johnson wrote in a spring 1991
editorial. “We would all benefit from the fellowship students of all races would find there.”
After graduating Manship, Johnson attended graduate school at Rice. There, he reunited with Sherri Franks, an old friend
from his undergraduate years at LSU, according to the LSU Alumni Magazine. They married, and shortly after Johnson was
offered an assistant partnership in the political science program at the University of California, Riverside. The two moved
there and Franks accepted a position in the religious studies department.
Eventually, Johnson found his way back to Louisiana and the Manship School after being offered the Kevin P. Reilly Sr.
Chair in Political Communication, where he remained until he was appointed dean in 2018.
When asked in the LSU Alumni Magazine article why he chose to leave California, he gave this response:
“We live in paradise, that’s true, but this is LSU.”
Johnson’s promotion to Manship dean was effective July 1, 2018, according to an email from then-Provost Richard Koubek
to the Manship School staff. Johnson replaced Jerry Ceppos, who held the position since 2011.

Johnson, along with Ceppos and former journalism professor James E. “Jay” Shelledy, helped to create the Manship
School’s Statehouse Bureau, which allows undergraduates to report on the Louisiana Legislature and have their work
published in news outlets across Louisiana each spring.
Ceppos praised Johnson’s qualifications in a 2018 Reveille article.
“The Manship School educates both future professional communicators and scholars who study at the intersection of
media and public affairs. Martin has a deep understanding of both of those sets of students,” Ceppos said in an email.
“After all, he was editor of the Reveille as an undergraduate at LSU —and his area of scholarly interest happens, by happy
coincidence, to be media and politics.”
Ceppos’ words about Johnson proved true. Students remember him as someone who was always accessible and eager to
discuss their problems and find a solution. In the words of mass communication graduate student James Smith, he “made
the Manship School feel like a family.”
Mass communication professor Christopher Drew said Johnson was the clear candidate during the dean search process,
which involved multiple qualified candidates from some of the best journalism schools in the country.
“For him to be part of the school as a student, have grown up here, gone off, learned other things and come back made
him the perfect person,” Drew said.
Drew heard the news of Johnson’s passing in a Zoom class Tuesday morning. He had emailed Johnson at 9:40 p.m. the
night before.
“Some of the students were crying, they just appreciated him so much,” Drew said. “We ended up ending the class early.”
Drew, who now teaches Statehouse Bureau, said he turned to Johnson every time the group needed something.
“He recognized the best ideas often bubble up from down below,” Drew said. “He wasn’t the kind of person going around
telling everyone what to do. He was encouraging everybody to come up with ideas in their field...it didn’t matter if it cost
money, he viewed it as his job to figure out how to get us to do what we wanted to do.”
Mass communication senior Justin Franklin remembers his frequent meetings with Johnson.
“Sometimes you have to wait weeks, hours or days to get with people, but not Dean Johnson,” Franklin said. “I thought,
‘how is he meeting with everybody all the time?’ But that’s just the guy he was. He would make time for everybody.”
Students, faculty, friends and family of Dean Johnson gathered at a vigil held on the Journalism Building’s terrace on
Thursday.
Student Government, Manship Ambassadors and members of the LSU community combined efforts to plan the service and
honor Johnson’s memory.
Political communication senior Carrie Cole took part in setting up and planning the vigil.
“Everybody wanted to do something for Dean Johnson because he was just so great that it didn’t feel right not doing
anything,” Cole said. “He was such a universally revered dean.”
Upon arrival, guests wrote condolences, blanketed the stairs with flowers and lit candles in remembrance of Johnson.
Cole had fond memories of Johnson when she took his class in last spring. Amid the looming quarantine and ever-present
uncertainty surrounding the pandemic, Cole said he was “the calm in the storm.”
“We’ll miss his presence, how positive he was, how inviting he was and how much he cared for his students,” Cole said
Prior to the event, students and faculty of the Manship School created videos honoring Johnson. At the vigil, visitors
gathered to watch the accumulated condolences and memories.
Yongick Jeong, associate dean of graduate studies and an associate professor of creative advertising, reflected upon
strong ties between Johnson and the professors and faculty of the Manship School.
“I decided to work for him because I believed he could make big changes,” Jeong said. “He was just a great person.”
To comply with LSU’s safety guidelines, visitors reserved times to attend the vigil, and only 45 people were allowed on the
terrace at a time.
Digital advertising junior Lauren Leonard said she was proud of how the community gathered in his memory.
“I think it’s really great that we haven’t seen each other in so long, and it’s almost like the dean brought us together after a
time of being apart,” Leonard said.
Leonard said that when she attended a Dinner with the Dean event, Johnson’s welcoming presence surpassed her
previous expectations of a dean.
“He was so kind,” Leonard said. “Over time, I realized that was just his personality. He was so approachable...which I think
is unexpected.”
Jeong said the tragic loss of the dean has left many upset and recognized the impact Johnson’s presence had on the
Manship community.
“He is special to me, he is special to us, and we were special to him,” Jeong said.
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remembering dean

“Dean Johnson was special. Whether you’d known him for years or
simply had one conversation with him, he made a lasting impact
on your life. Being Dean of the Manship School meant he was
incredibly busy; yet, he always made time to stop and chat. I can
think of no better compliment to a wonderful and caring man.
Dean Johnson will always be remembered at LSU.”
- Gabe Henderson, Gumbo Editor-in-Chief

martin johnson
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ms. joyce
J

oyce McKnight spent 22 years working at The 5
Dining Hall, where she swiped TigerCards, served
meals and made students feel welcomed at the
University.
McKnight, who was lovingly referred to as “Ms. Joyce,”
died Sept. 2 at age 78.
Fashion merchandising sophomore Jordan Hebert said
McKnight was one of the first familiar and friendly faces she
encountered on campus.
“Acquaintances often ask how you are as a formality, but
she genuinely wanted to know,” Hebert said. “She often let
my best friend come eat with me even though she didn’t
have a meal plan. I’m going to miss her so much, but I’ll
always have the best memories of her.”
LSU alumna Leslie Wheatley was sad to hear about
McKnight’s passing and credits McKnight with keeping her in
school.
Wheatley said her first semester at LSU was tough and
lonely. She only knew three people on campus and seriously
considered going home. Wheatley ate at Highland Cafe, an
old dining hall on campus that closed before The 5 opened,
every day for lunch. She said she was always greeted by
McKnight with a warm smile and a welcome. One particular
day, McKnight could tell that she was struggling and asked
her what was wrong. Wheatley said she’s had a special place
in her heart for McKnight ever since.
“Ms. Joyce was there every day through my four years
at LSU with a smile and encouragement,” Wheatley said.
“She helped me get through finals, failures, my first big
heartache, the death of a grandfather and so much more.
She has enriched and touched so many lives over the years.
I will always cherish the moments we shared together. She
was a light.”
Architecture senior Mason Orantes said he was deeply

distressed when he heard the news. Orantes lived off
campus freshman year, so he would only eat at The 5 when
his friend swiped him in. Orantes would watch in amazement
as his friend would greet McKnight. He would walk around
the desk, she would step out and they would hug like they
were lifelong friends.
Orantes said trips to The 5 always began with his friends
commenting on how sweet she was.
“Watching Aubry do that [every time] with someone
I would’ve otherwise thought was a complete stranger
brought a patience to me, and a joy in that moment,”
Orantes said. “I wish I had eaten there on a regular basis. I
might’ve gotten to get to know her as well as him.”
Several former LSU athletes tweeted their condolences,
including long snapper Blake Ferguson and kicker Colby
Delahoussaye.
“This woman knew nearly every student that walked
through the doors by name,” Ferguson wrote. “The world is a
better place because of Ms. Joyce.”
“I’ll always remember those sweet ‘Hey baby, how you
doing today,’ she would give everyone,” Delahoussaye wrote.
One of McKnight’s granddaughters, Dominique McKnight
Zenon, responded to the outpouring on Twitter.
“She was an angel. She LOVED every one of you,”
Dominique tweeted. “She loved working at LSU and you all
made her so happy. She would always come home with cards
and gifts, and stories from y’all. I’m so glad you all loved
her!”
In 2019, McKnight was highlighted by “Humans of LSU,”
a photo project inspired by the “Humans of New York” series
and an attempt to capture the lives of LSU students.
“I try to make friends with all the kids and get to know
all of them before they graduate,” McKnight said in her
interview. “That’s why I’ve been at this job so long.”

Remembering Ms. Joyce
McKnight, one of LSU’s most
beloved figures.
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julianwhite mural
Q

uiet, quick-witted, honest, straightforward and
the type of person “you couldn’t bullshit—” these
are just some of the words former students and
colleagues of Julian White— LSU’s first Black faculty member
and respected Baton Rouge architect— used to describe
him.
A mural of White in LSU’s Art and Design building was
completed in March by Robert Dafford, an artist globally
known for his murals. The painting depicts White leading
a march of faculty and students, representing all the doors
White opened for those behind him as the University’s first
Black professor.
Before becoming Louisiana’s second Black licensed
architect, White was required to take the state license
architecture exam in the 1960s. He was segregated from the
white test takers.
The room White was assigned to take the test in would
later become his office when he joined LSU’s Department of
Architecture in 1971, where he would leave immeasurable
impacts on the thousands of students he would teach over
his 33-year long educational career.
White retired from LSU in 2003 and passed away in 2011
after a battle with cancer. The impact White left on the Baton
Rouge and LSU community still echoes in the memories of
those students and colleagues who knew him.
Architecture professor Michael Desmond worked with
White at LSU.
“The thing I think I remember the most about him, or
the thing that stands out the most, was just how forthright
and honest he always seemed,” Desmond said. “It seemed
like that was just the character of him, just an outstanding
human being.”
Architecture professor Tom Sofranko worked with White
on small architectural projects in the Baton Rouge area for
over nine years.
“I can’t tell you how many times we would go to lunch
or go to the coffee shop, then we’d get in the car [and] he’s
doing some calculation in his head and he’s like ‘oh wait,’”
Sofranko said. “We’d go back into the store because the
cashier had miscounted and given him an extra dime. He did
it enough so that it was something I teased him about.”
As a student and mentee of White’s, Lisa Nice said
White was different from her other architecture teachers.
“You couldn’t BS him, he could see through the BS,” Nice
said. “Some professors tended to eat it up, some of the more

design-oriented professors. He didn’t buy it because he dealt
with real-world architecture and real-world problems.”
White worked as a professor whilst maintaining his
architectural practice in Baton Rouge, giving him a teaching
style other professors couldn’t match.
“He always spoke from experience,” Desmond said. “He
was always very direct and straightforward and I guess you
could say pragmatic. He was always down to earth. He knew
architecture from both sides.
White was ahead of his time as an architect. Sofranko said
he and White worked together at a time when computer
software was becoming an increasingly popular tool to use.
“I think many people in his position would say ‘Oh that
new software is for the young folks,’ but Julian wanted to dig
in and be on top of it,” Sofranko said.
Desmond said a building White designed in the 70s, which
was at the time a medical clinic, had a lasting impression on
him.
“It’s a modern building, kind of striking building, but it’s
also very unassuming in a way,” Desmond said. “When you
go into it, there were large beautiful plate-glass windows
looking into the landscaping around it.”
Desmond said the healthcare industry has recently begun
to quantify how a patient’s access to the natural world— a
patient being able to see green things out of their hospital
room for example— has a quantifiable effect on how much
painkiller they require and how quickly they recover.
“It’s a burgeoning field, this evidence-based design they
call it in terms of healthcare,” Desmond said. “Julian was way
ahead of the curve on that. I remember going into Julian’s
building in the early ‘90s and remembering how pleasant
it was to sit in the waiting room and wait for the doctor to
come and how calm you felt. It was forward-thinking. Not a
lot of people were thinking about that in the mid-70s.”
Sofranko recounted that White was passionate about
jazz and was knowledgeable in several areas outside of
architecture. Derryl Didier was a student and colleague of
White’s. He said White was an outstanding and ethical man.
“He didn’t want to be a Black architect— he didn’t want to
be a white architect— he wanted to be an architect,” Didier
said. “He would really get upset if somebody brought that
up.
“‘I just want to be an architect. I just want to be a great
architect— I always really, really respected him for that.”
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sg elections
L

ike typical politics, LSU gives every one of its
students a right to vote. In the fall and spring,
student government elections are held. The
elections in the fall include the positions on the Legislative
Branch (or Student Senate) In the Spring, elections are held
for the Student Body President, Student Body Vice President,
College Council officers and the Student Senate. The
Judicial Branch positions are appointed by the Student Body
President and confirmed by the Student Senate.
With every election comes a ballot and individual tickets.
Throughout the past year, student candidates at LSU created
tickets alongside people who they thought would be best
suited to stand alongside them. With each ballot, students
ran for president, vice president, and college council seats,
which are divided by major.
Three tickets were on the ballot for the spring election,
including “UNITY: Better Together” with Amina Meselhe and
Preston White, “It’s Time” with Mia LeJeune and Angelina
Cantelli and “Bowman/Milligan: Unapologetic Advocacy”
with Javin Bowman and Abbie Grace Milligan. Each ticket
actively campaigned and held ticket meetings to prepare for
the election on March 24, 2021.
Amina Meselhe, presidential candidate for the “UNITY:
Better Together” ticket, is a junior civil engineering major
who has been in student government for one year. She
took part in student government as a Freshman Leadership
Council small group leader where she was able to delegate
future student leaders and foster relationships with student
government members.
“UNITY is a grassroots campaign created for students by
students.” Meselhe said. “Our two main outreach branches
are our Tiger Talks that promote the resources that exist on
campus and in the community, and the Initiatives that are
created to improve campus culture in sustainability, safety
and smart goals.
Meselhe added that their biggest plan for LSU is the
vision of mobilizing students. It is UNITY’s mission to amplify
student voices and movements, so students are always
leading the conversations that directly impact themselves.
Along with Preston White, vice presidential candidate, the

two were focused on student advocacy and accountability.
“It’s Time” is a ticket that has a goal to #MeetTheMoment
and has Mia LeJeune as presidential candidate and Angelina
Cantelli as vice presidential candidate. They focused
on several plans in their campaign, including equity
and diversity, sexual assault advocacy, student health,
sustainability, and many other policies.
In her three years in student government, Cantelli, 19,
held the assistant director and director of nontraditional
students position and has been deputy chief of staff. She
said the most impactful thing about being on this ticket was
being able to hear so many students’ testimonies of what
they have experienced at LSU and how they want to change
it.
“Mia and I complement each other perfectly in my
opinion.” Cantelli said. “We are opposite, but in the best way.
For example, I bring a lot of student government experience,
while she brings real world government experience!”
The third and elected presidential ticket, “Bowman/
Milligan: Unapologetic Advocacy,” made Javin Bowman and
Abbie Grace Milligan LSU’s student body president and vice
president. Their biggest plan is to shift the culture of LSU
to one that is proactive and always fighting against racism,
hazing, sexual assault, etc. This is a constant battle that the
ticket wants to uphold and stay fighting against.
Bowman has been in student government for three
years and has been heavily involved. He was a member
of Freshman Leadership Council then served as assistant
director of the same department. While being on this
council, he was also on the parking appeals board and the
organization relief fund committee. He then served as Senior
Advisor to the Student Body President then in Student Senate
as the Vice Chair of Academic Affairs.
“What separated our ticket from others is the experience
and involvement the students of this ticket have.” Bowman
said. “Abbie Grace and I along with our entire ticket have
been fighting for students since we stepped foot on this
campus and our genuine nature is what really and truly got
us the victory.”

Javin Bowman and Abbie Grace Milligan
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election opinions
T

he week of November 3, 2020 will be a memorable
week for many. On this day, people across the
country voted on their preferred presidential
candidate. With the election results pending for over three
days, Joe Biden was announced to be the 46th president
of the United States, winning with 290 electoral votes and
replacing Donald Trump as president, who had 214 electoral
votes. Many people had varying opinions and thoughts
about the process and outcome of the election.
Though the election has been called, Twitter is still
constantly being updated by important figures, including the
presidential candidates themselves.
“We believe these people are thieves,” Trump said on
Twitter, “The big city machines are corrupt. This was a stolen
election. Best pollster in Britain wrote this morning that this
clearly was a stolen election, that it’s impossible to imagine
that Biden outran Obama in some of these states.”
Joe Biden took matters to Twitter as well.
“Donald Trump is going to court to stop votes from being
counted,” Biden said on Twitter, “We have assembled the
largest election protection effort in history to fight back and
need your help.”
Trump demanded multiple recounts and made several
different claims. Even with some speculations of mail-in
miscounts and voter fraud, which is historically rare, these
elements have not affected any outcome of the election.
With the numbers remaining close the entire time, the
Democratic and Republican parties remained on the edges
of their seats. More states than ever before became swing
states, meaning that the state could be reasonably won by
either the Democratic or Republican presidential candidate
by a swing in vote. People were extremely biased, but a great
number of people stood by their political parties, including
several LSU students.
An LSU student who is Republican said they were not

shocked by the presidential outcome, and they knew it would
be a close race that would come down to a few states.
“Although my candidate did not win, I feel as though it’s
out of our hands now and therefore it is time to continue
with our lives,” a Republican LSU student said, “I feel as
though there may have been some interference in some
states based on how unlikely some of the events that took
place seem but not necessarily enough to change the
outcome.”
On the opposite end, a Democratic LSU student said
they were mostly shocked by the election results and said
students assumed that Biden would win the popular vote,
but they didn’t think Biden would win the electoral vote.
“I’m very happy with the election results, but it is
frustrating hearing the comments about voter fraud
following Biden being announced as the president-elect,”
they said.
They continued by saying that they believe that him
winning the election was a step in the right direction for
America, and they are looking forward to seeing what he and
his vice president will accomplish.
According to a Fox News source following Biden winning
the election, a ballot counter said there was absolutely no
room for voter fraud. There were no trash cans or pens in the
room, trash cans surrounding the buildings were searched,
and there were members of both parties watching the votes
being counted. Certain states did a recount and found that
they had missed votes for Biden, proving that voter fraud
may have not been as likely as it seemed for the Democratic
party.
Though LSU students have differing opinions, it is
important to treat everyone around oneself with respect and
equality. No matter if someone agrees with you or not, it is
important to always keep common morals in mind and treat
other people as your neighbor.

LSU students weigh in on the
results of the 2020 United States
Presidential Election.
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hurricane laura
W

hen Hurricane Laura made landfall in southwest
Louisiana on Aug. 27, many Louisiana residents
and LSU students were left without power and
clean drinking water for days following the storm.
Mass communication junior and Student Government
attorney general Ricky Bryant said the University should
bring more attention to the devastation in Louisiana.
“In the crazy world of 2020, it seems people are treating
Hurricane Laura like southwest Louisiana wasn’t hit as hard
as expected,” Bryant said. “In reality, entire communities
are devastated and the utilization of a nationwide platform
like LSU’s could bring awareness to the needs of southwest
Louisiana.”
Paul Coreil, LSUA chancellor, said Hurricane Laura left
Alexandria’s campus without electricity and water, putting
on-campus students in a bind.
“Students could not remain here; they had to evacuate,”
Coreil said. “We called LSU and they immediately opened
their arms and said ‘We have student housing available.
We can help y’all and put students up there.’ So, we loaded
the students onto our athletic buses, and they went to LSU
in Baton Rouge and had a great experience. They were fed,
taken care of.”
LSUA students spent two nights on LSU’s campus before
returning to Alexandria, where Coreil said the damage was
extensive.
“To me, the tremendous story that needs to be told is that
LSU system’s campuses take care of each other when there’s
a need. We didn’t hesitate to ask them, and they didn’t
hesitate to say yes,” Coreil said.
Interim President Thomas Galligan sent out an email
detailing the University’s Hurricane Laura assistance efforts
on Aug. 27. Some of the resources available for students
include academic advisers, mental health counselors,
financial aid and the LSU Food Pantry. Galligan also
reminded students of the Student Emergency Support
Fund, which provides financial support to students who are
unable to meet immediate needs because of an emergency
situation.
“Please allow me to extend my condolences to all of you
who are suffering loss during these already trying times,”
Galligan wrote. “We are here for you and will help to get you
through it.”
However, not all students felt supported by the University.
As they watched their homes become damaged and feared

for their families’ lives, students from the University’s
flagship campus were still expected to attend virtual classes
the next day. Here are four student testimonies of their
unique experiences with the Category 4 storm:

Austin Wade

For public relations junior Austin Wade, Hurricane Laura
left his family in a situation many Louisianans are familiar
with.
“My dad was planning on staying through the storm, but
we were able to convince him to leave the day before the
storm,” Wade said. “It was very nerve-racking in the hours
leading up to the storm. We were all watching The Weather
Channel all day.”
Hurricane Laura made landfall at peak intensity south of
Wade’s hometown of Lake Charles as a Category 4 hurricane,
with up to 102 mph sustained winds and 137 mph wind
gusts recorded.
“My dad went back the day after, and his house was hit
the worst. His house gets worse day by day due to the water
damage,” Wade said. “He’s had a pretty rough year, so I
could tell this really took a toll on him being that he hasn’t
lived in that house for very long and worked hard to earn it.
“I want to do everything I can to help him, but I have
school and work to keep up with. There is no way I could
help him and keep up with school. The city is totally
devastated, and the pictures do it no justice,” Wade said.
Wade spent five hours in traffic one day when traveling
home from campus.
“My muscles are tense, and I’m just stressed from the
driving alone. In addition to that stress, I have been hauling
flooring, repairing roofs and doing yard work, and that has
put a strain on my body,” Wade said. “My mind and body
don’t want to focus on school right now when there is so
much left to do over there.”

Jeramie Britt

Over 200,000 people were ordered to evacuate
southwestern Louisiana, causing long lines at gas stations
and booked-up hotels in surrounding areas. Public relations
junior Jeramie Britt’s hometown of Sulphur was ordered to
evacuate ahead of the storm, making life for Britt’s family
difficult.

“We evacuated on [Aug.] 25 and have had to bounce
around two hotels in Baton Rouge before staying in an
Airbnb for the past two nights,” Britt said. “The hotel’s
price gouged us, so we had to stay in three places in three
days.”
Britt said his house has structural damage that needs to
be repaired. Even if he wanted to return home, power and
utilities won’t be restored for at least four to six weeks.
The University canceled classes Aug. 26 and Aug. 27
in anticipation of the storm but resumed operations the
following Friday, a day after Hurricane Laura made landfall.
For some students, the aftermath of Hurricane Laura has
made focusing on school difficult.
Britt said the situation at home prevented him from
attending class that Friday, putting him behind in two of his
classes.
“I simply couldn’t comfortably attend class while dealing
with the mental toll of my hometown being destroyed and
moving belongings to other hotels,” Britt said. “I emailed my
professors and they were understanding, but it just seemed
insensitive on LSU’s part considering the amount of students
that are from that area.”

Tanner Aucoin

Both of Tanner Aucoin’s parents are fire marshals and
were deployed to help clean up the aftermath of Hurricane
Laura in Lake Charles, leaving him in a challenging position.
The sociology junior left the University to return to his home
in Central a day before the storm made landfall to take care
of his younger siblings.
“It’s crazy when your parents put their living wills in your
hands and say ‘this is in case anything happens to us, make
sure you keep hold of this,’” Aucoin said. “[My mother] was
giving me everything; she gave me her jewelry, she told me
who to call, she gave me the passwords for all the accounts
so I could pay the bills, she gave the deed to the house, she
gave me the deeds to all the vehicles, she gave me the life
insurance policies and all that necessary paperwork. For me
that was the biggest way Laura affected me.”
Aucoin said taking care of his younger brothers and
balancing his schoolwork was also exhausting.
His day consisted of waking up at 5 a.m. so his mother
could sleep as long as possible if she wasn’t already awake.
Then, he would wake up his brothers, make sure they were
ready for school and get them on the bus. Then he would

attend all of his virtual classes, complete his assignments
and wait for his brothers to come home.
Aucoin said he and his youngest brother have ADHD, while
the middle brother has dyslexia and needs extra help.
“It was being a college student, parent and middle school
tutor all in a 24-hour day,” Aucoin said.

Madeline Holmes

History and communication studies junior Madeline
Holmes’ family moved in with her after their home in Kinder
lost electricity for weeks following the storm.
“When the hurricane came through my town, it hit us
pretty hard,” Holmes said. “My parents’ house was damaged
and they didn’t have power for a few weeks, so they had to
completely move in with me for about a month. So here I am
in my apartment with my mom, my dad, my sister, my dog.”
Holmes said her family situation made attending class
difficult, especially since all of her classes are online. Half of
her family members are also in weekly Zoom meetings, so it
was difficult to find a place in her apartment to do her school
work.
“It was my mom, my dad and I all sitting around my little
dining room table with headphones in trying to hear our
respective meetings,” Holmes said.
Holmes said she had to drop a class after having a bad
experience with a professor. Her professor emailed the class
informing them they still had a quiz due on Aug. 27, despite
classes being canceled.
“I emailed him and was like, ‘I was under the impression
that this would be pushed back because classes were
canceled,’” Holmes said. “Additionally, I explained my
situation with my family living with me and being displaced
by the hurricane, and he basically just said ‘that sucks, but
you still need to do this quiz.’”
Holmes said she dropped the course that afternoon.
“I didn’t want to because that’s going to set me back next
semester, but I didn’t feel comfortable taking a class with
a professor who clearly didn’t care about his students and
their success,” Holmes said.
Holmes said the University could have handled the
situation better.
“I definitely think they rushed too quickly to come back,”
Holmes said. “It was like a slap in the face for people who
were affected in my area.”

LSU students share their stories
about Hurricane Laura.
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winter weather
W

hen the University announced that students
would not get the Mardi Gras break they were
used to due to COVID-19, Mother Nature said she
had some other ideas.
Originally, students were to have Mardi Gras Tuesday off
only, and would have to come to class Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday. However, the weekend before the
beloved Louisiana holiday, weather forecasts started to get
colder and colder.
A cold snap dropped temperatures in Baton Rouge as
low as 19 degrees Fahrenheit. The roads froze over, and ice
brought down tree limbs and power lines all over the city.
LSU announced classes would be cancelled on Monday, but
as the week went on, conditions did not improve enough for
the University to feel it was safe to hold classes. So, students
got a full week off school.
The cold snap affected Louisiana and Texas as well as
other southern states, so students who had gone home over
the weekend were unable to return to campus. In addition,
many of the sorority houses down the row had the power
knocked out for several days, which left some students with
nowhere safe and warm to stay.
“Residents were asked to evacuate as soon as possible,
however a lot of us had nowhere to go and no way of getting
there with the roads being frozen,” said Phi Mu house
resident Kenlee McHugh.
Students who were unable to travel to a friend or family

member’s apartment were given somewhere to stay by the
University, including dorms in Kirby Smith Hall.
Before the weather got bad, LSU Residential Life urged
students to get enough non-perishable food items and
bottled water for three days and secure extra blankets and
warm clothes. The 5 and 459 Commons remained open for
students as well as Take 5 and the Market at 459 Commons.
While the ground was frozen over and classes were
cancelled, students stuck on campus looked for something to
do. Soon, there was a video circling social media of students
sliding down the Campus Mounds.
The Mounds are over 5,000 years old and are possibly
the oldest man-made structure in North America, and
Native American students have been fighting for decades
for better protection of this important historical site. The
Native American Student Organization put out a statement
in response to the video, condemning the actions of those
students.
“These structures are culturally significant to our school,
state, and country,” said NASO president Leigh-Anne
Thompson, “Having them appropriately honored and
protected is a priority.”
The power returned to all of the Greek houses by Friday,
and as the weather warmed back up to the temperatures
Louisianians are used to, LSU returned to normal operations
by Saturday, Feb. 20.
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lsu halloween
E

very year people of all ages dress up as scary
monsters and funny characters for Halloween,
but college students especially enjoy thinking up
creative costume ideas for the spookiest time of the year.
The longtime tradition of donning costumes on Halloween
night originates from the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain
held to mark the beginning of winter, where people would
wear costumes and light fires to scare away ghosts.
Over time, the tradition has evolved and lived on into the
21st century where people dress up as anything from lovable
movie characters to well-known Halloween creatures like a
black cat.
Even with some Halloween celebrations minimized this
year due to COVID-19 concerns, many students still used
their imaginations to dress in unique outfits.
Digital advertising junior Madelyn Murret and civil
engineering junior Quinn Fuentes twisted the meaning of a
couples costume this Halloween.
Instead of imitating a popular couple, the pair dressed
up as different versions of the character Eleven from their
favorite Netflix series, “Stranger Things.” Murret, like
many college students, enjoys the opportunity to dress in a
costume.
“People like dressing up for parties, taking pictures and
having an excuse to be something else for a night,” Murret
said.
Other students also took inspiration from Netflix for their
outfits.
Pre-nursing senior Madison Hanks dressed up alongside
her boyfriend as members of the Cobra Kai dojo from the
pair’s favorite popular Netflix series, “Cobra Kai,” which
follows Johnny Lawrence from the cult classic “Karate Kid.”

“It’s just fun to dress up any way you want,” Hanks said
Mass communication junior Mallory Panzavecchia donned
a yellow hazmat suit in reference to the popular crime
drama, “Breaking Bad.”
Panzavecchia said people enjoy Halloween because they
can have an alter ego for the night.
“It allows people to show their creativity,” Panzavecchia
said.
Some students developed costumes that were outside of
the box, yet easy to achieve.
Biochemistry junior Kole Martin dressed up as “Jake from
State Farm,” from the State Farm commercial. His costume
only involved a red shirt and a nametag, but was easily
recognizable.
Martin said he enjoyed other people asking him for
insurance throughout the night and loved that others
received his costume well.
“I like dressing up for Halloween because it’s always fun
for people to guess what I am,” Martin said. “Most of the
time it’s easy to guess, but sometimes it’s challenging and
that makes it fun. I also like to experience everyone else and
their excitement about how they made their costume.”
Chemical engineering junior Aaron Hutchinson chose to
support the New Orleans Saints and dressed up as the Saints
coach, Sean Payton. He said since the Saints were playing
Halloween weekend, he couldn’t think of any better way to
support his favorite NFL team than dressing “as the man
himself.” Like Martin, Hutchinson’s costume was simple and
just involved a Saints shirt and a baseball cap.
“I think people dress up for Halloween to have fun with
friends,” Hutchinson said. “Dressing up is a great time.”
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homecoming
C

OVID-19 didn’t take away the excitement
mass communication seniors Justin Lorio and
Anna Jones felt when they were announced
Homecoming king and queen.
The two were crowned at halftime during the LSU
Homecoming football game against South Carolina on Oct.
24.
“I genuinely did not expect to win, and I didn’t want to
get my hopes up about anything, so it was definitely very
shocking to me,” Jones said. “It was a very exciting moment
and one that I’m never going to forget.”
“It’s always been, since freshman year, something I have
dreamed of,” Lorio said. “There’s just nothing quite like the
atmosphere of being in Death Valley, and the experience you
get out of being not only an LSU fan, but also a student. It
was definitely a dream come true.”
In previous Homecoming celebrations, the King and
Queen celebrate close together on the football field. Due to
COVID-19 regulations, Lorio and Jones were required to be
six feet apart and wear their masks as they took photographs

in the seating area.
“I looked at my pictures, and I wish you could see the
smile on my face,” Lorio said. “You can see it in the eyes, but
the smile tells the story. That was hard.”
Jones said that even though they were unable to be on the
football field and share the same experiences as previous
Homecoming Kings and Queens, it was still “a very special
experience.”
“I really think that the people on the Student
Homecoming Committee, and the people from LSU Student
Life who put this on worked really, really hard to make sure
that we still had a special day, even though we didn’t get all
of the same things that people normally get,” Jones said. “I
think they went above and beyond to make sure that we still
felt special.”
The Homecoming Court selection is based on “leadership,
service and spirit,” according to the Homecoming Student
Committee. Lorio and Jones have contributed within and
outside of the LSU community through multiple internships
and volunteer work.

Jones’ position as treasurer of Tiger Prison Project and
news editor at The Reveille are two activities that have
“shaped [her] experience” the most.
“Tiger Prison Project has really been important to me,”
Jones said. “That’s the legacy that I hope to leave here
because I know the people that founded the club last year
worked really hard to found it. They all graduated the year
after, so it’s up to us, the officers who are in charge now, to
keep it going.”
Jones is also a member of Kappa Alpha Theta and serves
as her sorority’s collegiate relations chair. This year, she
joined the campaign management committee of Dance
Marathon, which raises money for Our Lady of the Lake
Children’s Hospital through various fundraisers. She is also a
member of LSU’s women’s choir.
Lorio has been involved with multiple LSU organizations
as well, including STRIPES, Bengal Bound, LSU Ambassadors,
Manship Ambassadors, Student Government and Dance
Marathon. Lorio said he is passionate about incoming
students and describes STRIPES as “an overall great
experience every student should have.”
“[STRIPES] shows you the spirit of LSU, the traditions
and also educates incoming freshmen where they can find
their fit and the resources that they could use as a first-year
student,” Lorio said.
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Outside of the University, Lorio has experience working
for the New Orleans Children Hospital. He describes the
Miracle League of Greater New Orleans as “a special home”
for him.
“[The Miracle League of Greater New Orleans] started as
a baseball league, but now it’s a sports league for children
with special needs,” Lorio said. “Being out there and getting
to see the joy in a child’s face that typically wouldn’t have the
ability to do so is something that has always found a special
heart in me.”
After graduation, Lorio and Jones plan to pursue careers
to help their communities. Jones hopes to attend law school
to pursue a career as a juvenile defense attorney. Lorio
plans to move to his hometown, New Orleans, and describes
“being able to give back to lesser areas” as his ideal career.
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across the globe
F

or some people, going to LSU is a simple decision
and is somewhere close to their hometown. Their
parents and siblings may have been Tigers, and
they want to continue the legacy. But for some students,
they have traveled thousands of miles in order to attend this
prestigious university.
In LSU’s 2020 Fall Facts Brochure, provided by the Office of
Budget & Planning and Division of Strategic Communication,
there are over 5,500 people in the undergraduate program
that are from out of state. As for LSU’s Geographical Origin of
Students Map, it indicated that there was a student enrolled
at LSU in Fall 2020 from all 50 states, with the lowest being
four students from Wyoming and the highest being 2,313
students from Texas.
Olivia Moore, 18, came to LSU from Natchez, MS. She said
that her family has always been fans of LSU, and even after
moving to Mississippi, her dream school has always been
LSU.
“Living at LSU was a little strange because I’ve lived in
a smaller town my whole life,” Moore said. “But freshman
year went well and was a lot of fun! It’s so much fun meeting
people from in state, but especially out of state because you
can see just how far people travel to come to this school too.”
A tip from Moore to students that come from out of state
is to become involved in things at LSU and be prepared to be
nervous when trying things for the first time. She continued
to add to not let those nerves get to you when trying things

for the first time, because everyone is so welcoming. She
also said to become friends with people in your dorm and
those who have the same major as you.
Sophomore Lauren Petrie came to LSU from Grand Ledge,
Michigan to study petroleum engineering. She said that her
first year was a dream, and she met so many people while
growing academically, socially, mentally and even physically
at the UREC.
“I would recommend LSU for out-of -state students,”
Petrie said. “The extracurricular programs here are so robust
and student life is very easy to get involved in. LSU felt like
home right away!”
At nine years old, sophomore Mollie Schloss fell in love
with Louisiana on a family vacation. She said the towering
oak trees, food and culture of the state stole her heart and
she knew she was going to move to Louisiana someday.
“I can say with 110% that LSU is certainly my home,”
Schloss said. “I got a job at the bookstore in the café and
joined organizations like FLC, Mock Trial, Moot Court and
Community Council where I met my new family and my
home away from home. I learned to be independent and
step out of my comfort zone.”
From traveling near or far from different states, it is a new
and refreshing opportunity for people from out of state to
attend LSU. With endless extracurriculars, courses offerings,
and friendship opportunities, the possibilities at LSU are
endless.
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dorm life
W

hen attending LSU, living in a dorm is something
common among students. Typically, oncampus freshmen are required to live in dorms,
and upperclassmen can reside in on-campus apartment
complexes. Residential colleges align with people’s majors,
while traditional halls are open to all first-year students
regardless of major.
There are currently twenty-one residential halls, four
apartment complexes, and three halls under construction.
Dorms date back to be over 100 years old, and some are in
the works of being renovated to a more modern style.
“Everyone always says the dorm is an experience that
everyone should have,” Resident of Cedar Hall Melanna Sam
said, “So I’m grateful I get to spend it in such a nice building.
Due to the pandemic, students are limited in many ways,
and must be extra cautious around others. It is required to
wear masks around the dorms in hallways, study rooms,
and libraries. Though every dorm houses LSU students,
some dorms are built differently. Some dorms, like North
and South, have a suite style room that has two two-person
rooms that connect with a bathroom in the middle. But some
older dorms like Miller and Broussard, have communal
bathrooms where everyone on the floor must share one
bathroom.
Along with living in dorms, there are many different meal
plans student can sign up for. There are different meal plans

that can get you 12, 15 or 19 meals per week along with Paw
Points. With dining halls like The 5 and The 459 being right
next to dorms, it is easy and convenient for students to get
home made meals during weekdays.
Candace Bodin, a freshman who lives in North Hall
(Residential), said her favorite part about her dorm is that it’s
super close to the stadium for game days and she has met
a lot of friends by living in her dorm. She also said that her
least favorite part is not having a bathtub.
Another freshman who lives in Acadian Hall, Nathan May,
said that he loves living in the dorm.
“My favorite part would be the independence of living on
my own and having to take care of myself.” May said.
Some dorms are unlocked with a Tiger Card and some
require a key. The more up to date dorms have a Tiger Card
scan along with a 4-digit pin. Older dorms, like Blake, Miller,
and Herget require a physical key.
Freshman Gabriella Lewis, who lives in Blake Hall, said she
and her roommate always forgets their keys.
“My roommate always has to call me to bring her the
room key from the sorority house to unlock the door; it is
very inconvenient,” Lewis said.
The dorms at LSU are ever evolving, and many people love
dorm life. Because of these dorms, it allows people to have a
better and more active life on campus.
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online school
W

ith COVID-19 shifting many students to fully
online classes in the 2020-21 school year, it
introduced many difficulties and habits for
students to get used to. Some students had a select number
of in-person classes, but for most people, their learning was
completely virtual.
With school being online, it made college easier for some
students. This meant there would be more time flexibility,
no traveling to campus, and 24/7 access to course material
online. This saved many students who had to work jobs while
being enrolled the trouble of having to make their schedule
around classes.
Asynchronous learning, when students learn the same
thing at different times in different places, was a popular
method used by teachers this past school year. By posting
the due dates on the syllabus and making all material
accessible to students via Moodle, some students had no
problem completing their assignments at their own pace. For
more introverted students, it made participating in class and
talking in discussions easier for them.
Emma Quebedeaux, sophomore, shared that she feels
as though in-person classes push her to work harder and
makes her feel like a part of the class. She added that many
teachers have made online classes easier than normal, so it
does not benefit students’ education in the long run.
“Asynchronous school has been detrimental to my mental
health,” Quebedeaux said. “More than ever, we need a sense
of community to get through these challenging times. Social
isolation is craved by so many individuals, even introverts
like myself.”

Dr. Brett Boutwell, an LSU professor who teaches music
and music history courses, had to adapt to online learning
in his classes. He teaches MUS 1600, a general education
course, but mainly teaches music majors in the School of
Music. He had never taught online before the pandemic and
said that it was a steep learning curve. He would typically
play instruments in his class to demonstrate concepts, and
there are strong advantages to it being in-person.
“You can get some of it through synchronous zoom,
but it’s not quite the same,” Boutwell said. “Additionally,
for small courses that depend on class discussion, it’s a
little more natural to communicate face-to-face. But live
discussion can also inhibit some students from participating,
and those students may find the online environment
liberating.”
But, for some students, online learning is not as easy
as some make it out to be. Some cons include limited
interaction with instructors, less social interaction, and
technology requirements. Some individuals in college are
a part of the digital divide, whereas they lack tools like a
computer with a camera or microphone, making Zoom
classes nearly impossible for them.
With new online systems like ProctorU, an online
proctoring service that allows students to take exams
at home, it gave students a fee every time they took an
assessment from home. To allow students to have academic
integrity, it was necessary for many teachers to add ProctorU
into their curriculum.
LSU plans to return to completely in-person classes in Fall
2021, pending the status of COVID-19.
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clubs around lsu
F

ree Speech Alley is a place where students can
express themselves and share how they feel on
certain topics. Defending a belief, promoting a club,
or even spreading a word are all events that take place in this
area.
On Free Speech Alley, anyone who passes by can be
introduced to a variety of new things. Whether it’s clubs,
organizations, or even just people trying to spread a
message, there is always something new to find in front of
the Student Union. By passing through the union, there is a
wide selection of tables that you can encounter.
Turning Point USA at LSU is a non-profit organization
whose mission is to identify, educate, train, and organize
students to promote the principles of freedom, free markets,
and limited government. There are chapters all around the
country and it is a national organization. The organization
started in 2012 and LSU’s chapter started in 2016. Robert
Moukar, president, said it is basically a simple political club
on campus to discuss what’s going on around the world
and around the country. At their table, they had a variety of
stickers and buttons.
Alpha Epsilon Delta is a pre-professional health honor
society that is dedicated to pre-medical students. It aims

to guide and inform students who wish to be successful in
the health care field. They also meet with guest speakers
and engage in volunteer work. Sai Pochana, a senior in
AED, said the society contains a subgroup that discusses the
prevention of HIV and AIDS.
“There’s lots of people who don’t know about that and
we are trying to share the word and spread awareness.”
Pochana said. “Our table has gift bags that contained candy,
health facts, condoms and much more.”
The Student Philanthropy Council’s purpose is to educate
students on the value and impact of philanthropy at LSU.
They act as ambassadors for the university, working to
establish a culture and legacy of giving among the future
alumni, as well as engaging with those who have made LSU
a philanthropic priority.
The SPC is also a big part of Tigercast, a 12-hour broadcast
fundraising for the Emergency Support Fund. Their
organization also was awarded New Student Organization of
the Year and Best Collaborative Program for Tigercast.
With LSU having such a wide selection of organizations,
it is almost impossible to not find a club that will fit your
interests. Taking a stroll down Free Speech Alley may be what
you need to find the organization that is right for you.

Check out Free Speech Alley
to get involved!
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Whether it’s joining Greek life, a sports team, or even
Cloud Watching Club, there is always a fitting place for
someone on LSU’s campus. There are some clubs that
highlight something certain that is extremely empowering,
and that is women. There is a great variety of women’s clubs
at LSU, including Feminists in Action and Women in Business.
Feminists in Action is a community organization at
LSU. Their mission is to promote intersectional feminist
awareness and activism around LSU and BR. They meet every
Thursday at 7pm on Zoom.
Lauren Proulx has been a member of FIA since her
freshman year (Fall 2017). She is now a senior serving her
second term as president of the organization. She said her
favorite thing about the organization is the connections she
has made with the people she has met in FIA.
“We work to organize and plan educational programs and
social gatherings to facilitate students of all backgrounds to
get involved with women and gender-related issues.” Proulx
said.
“I really look forward to every meeting and getting to
hang out with all the members,” Proulx said, “Because not
only are they able to provide such great insight on the topics
we discuss, but they are so fun to be around. We have some
amazing people in this organization and I am so grateful for
that!”
FIA can be followed on social media via @lsufeminists.
Another club for women by women at LSU is Women
in Business. Caroline Crawford, who formed Women
in Business over the summer, currently serves as their

president. She said as a whole, Women in Business fosters
professional development in their members, providing them
with networking opportunities and connecting them with
successful businesswomen in the Baton Rouge community
and beyond.
WIB’s primary meetings are speaker events where
members hear from a woman or a group of women, listening
to their stories and learning about their experiences as
women in business. These speaker events are usually held on
Thursday nights. They also have company interest meetings
where representatives from various companies address the
members and talk about the firm where they are employed
and the unique opportunities it offers for women. Some of
their guest speakers include Sherwin Williams and Ernst and
Young Firm.
“I love it when our members engage with each other and
with the women that speak to us,” Crawford said, “When
people come up to me to say how much they enjoyed a
meeting or that they are excited about an upcoming event,
it makes my day. Seeing members come out of their comfort
zones and grow as professionals is thrilling for me.”
Maddalyn Duplantis, junior in WIB, says she loves the
speakers, and they give good advice and are willing to help
with anything needed after coming to speak.
Whether it is sharing interests or simply listening, there
is a wide variety of clubs for women at LSU. These diverse
clubs give students several opportunities to get involved
at LSU. Feminists in Action and Women in Business are two
exceptional organizations to partake in.
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lsu coffee
I

n the past few decades, coffee has become a hit among
college students. Many students claim that they cannot
go a day without it, and on average, the average coffee
drinker consumes 3 cups of coffee a day.
There are many different coffee hot spots near LSU and on
campus for students to study at and have their daily dose of
their favorite drinks.
Some drink coffee purely for the taste of it, but some
drink it to wake them up and help them start their day. For
the extra boost, coffee drinkers will add an extra shot (or
two) of espresso into their drink. Espresso, by definition, is
a full-flavored, concentrated form of coffee that is served
in “shots”. They are made by forcing pressurized hot water
through finely ground coffee beans using an espresso
machine. Depending on the type of roast, the extra shot can
ultimately make the coffee stronger. With the many styles
and makings of coffee, several cafés serve them with their
own special twist.
Magpie Café is a popular café and espresso bar located
on Perkins Road. It has a wide selection of pastries and craft
coffee made personally for customers. Some of their pastries
include frittatas, biscuits, and stuffed brioche. They also have
a wide range of different coffee styles, including cold brew,
espresso, americano, macchiato, etc.; with the coffee range
includes a variety of flavors like vanilla, mocha, lavender,
and pumpkin spice. Trystan Tate, sophomore at LSU, said she
gets an iced latte with almond milk and two pumps of honey
and lavender syrup. Flavored drinks are very popular for
most people who don’t like the taste of black coffee.
Head barista at Magpie, Dilyn Stewart, is a senior at LSU
majoring in Psychology. She has been working there for
5 years, and says the customers are a mixture of college
students and residents of the Southdown and Gardens

District area. She said that her favorite part about working at
Magpie is the community she’s been surrounded with.
“Working in specialty coffee here has connected me with
other baristas and interesting people here in Baton Rouge,”
Stewart said. “I’ve also found a great passion here through
working and educating others about coffee.”
There are many smaller locations on campus that are
convenient for students wherever they may be. Highland
Coffee, which is located at the North Gates of LSU, is a local
shop with laid back vibes and coffee-roasted on site with a
vast variety of baked goods. It has distinctive coffees roasted
right in their shop, teas, pastries, specialty drinks, and retail
items. There is an assortment of indoor seating areas as well
as outdoor tables and chairs. They are open as late as 11pm,
so it is a hit study spot for college students.
With balancing school and other hobbies, sophomore
Abigail Sage is a barista at CC’s Coffee. She said she normally
drinks one cup of coffee when she wakes up, and two more
when she is at work.
“I feel like coffee wakes me up in the morning but when
I drink it more throughout the day it’s more for the taste.”
Sage said. “I drink coffee pretty much every day and I look
forward to it!”
Sage works at the Airline Highway CC’s in Baton Rouge,
but there is also a CC’s located inside the Student Union. CC’s
grinds and brews every hour for maximum freshness for
their coffee. CC’s established in 1995 in New Orleans and has
several locations around Baton Rouge.
Ultimately, students truly do benefit from their daily
coffee. With multiple options around LSU, it gives students
easy access to having it whenever they may want. Whether it
is the taste or simply to help them get going in the morning,
it is natural for students to want their coffee in the morning.

Do you need a boost before an 8
a.m. or need to stay up studying?
There are plenty of places to get
coffee around LSU.
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the house
A

fter shutting its doors for nearly a year, The House
bar in Tigerland looks forward to re-opening
soon with a completely revamped look. Plans for
a renovation have been in the works since late 2019, after
co-owners Jeff Vaccaro and Casey Fields were inspired by the
modernity of bars in other towns like Tuscaloosa and Oxford.
They wanted to give LSU students a unique atmosphere that
no other bar in Baton Rouge has tried yet.
“Yeah [the bar] really needed an update,” Vaccaro said.
“Tigerland’s been around since the late ‘70s, and it’s been 20
to 30 years since anybody has done anything at all.”
With the world still in a pandemic, the bar had to find a
way to open under COVID-19 guidelines. Vaccaro and Fields
decided to pursue a conditional restaurant permit in order to
get The House back in operation.
“I think they should expect the same fun atmosphere,”
Fields said. “We’re just going to bring a classier aspect to
Tigerland because it does have a bad reputation and we’d
like to change that.”
Now equipped with a kitchen, the bar plans to sell pizza
and other foods. Although a restaurant-style bar wasn’t
in mind, the classification can allow a larger capacity and
generate a familiar atmosphere to the pre-pandemic
Tigerland. Even after COVID-19 guidelines lessen, Vaccaro
still plans to keep the kitchen around and get creative with
happy hour deals such as a slice-and-pint beer.
“We thought we should take advantage of this time that
we’re out of business due to restrictions and maximize this so
we can have great products and a new facility to push when
we come back,” Vaccaro said.
Fields said the team had been working with an architect
a few months prior to the global shutdown and figured
quarantine was the perfect time to close doors and officially
revamp The House. Contractor RMB Builders officially started
the project last May, stripping the bar down to four walls and

a roof. Everything from plumbing to electric was completely
replaced.
“I think [customers] can expect the same environment
and atmosphere. We’re going to treat you like family while
you’re here,” Vaccaro said. “And now, we’re just going to
have a facility on steroids. We have great bathrooms, a turf
patio, plenty of seating and we’ve even added a kitchen
during renovation.”
The bar itself has been refurbished with marble
countertops laid upon brick with a new frozen drink machine
behind the back. Outside, the bar has a patio lined with
turf along with wooden seating in one corner. The area also
provides an outside bar, a small stage and a finishing touch
of string lights overhead.
Vaccaro’s favorite part of the renovation has actually been
the bathrooms. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, complaints
were made about only half of the toilets working. Now, both
the mens’ and womens bathrooms boast nine stalls and new
floors. The womens bathroom even features pink walls and
LED-lit signs.
With Gov. John Bel Edwards moving the state to Phase
3, restaurants will be able to host 75% capacity inside. The
House will consist of a 40-person crew, all with a raise in pay
since the pandemic started.
The House still plans to take COVID-19 precautions
seriously though, requiring all customers to wear masks
upon entry and until they’re seated. They will also perform
temperature checks at the doors and require employees to
wear masks at all times.
Renovations of The House will not stop here. The owners
plan to re-open the upstairs, called “The Attic,” later this year
after restrictions lessen.
“You’re going to get the best of both worlds. A great
facility and the old House that everybody loves.”
The House will officially open on Sunday, Feb 7.

A Tigerland staple, The House bar,
undergoes a revamp.
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lineleap’s debut
A

fter being closed for several months due to the
state’s COVID-19 regulations, students over 21
can finally return to Tigerland. Now, the bars are
using an app called LineLeap to ensure they don’t exceed
maximum capacity.
LineLeap is an app that originated in the Midwest at the
Big 10 schools’ local bars and is now used at bars all across
the country.
Users of the app must be at least 21 because users can
order drinks through the app. However, the creators of the
app are finding a way to make the app available to those
who are 18, according to co-creator of LineLeap Max Schauff.
“Starting this in the Midwest and in the Big 10, policies
are completely different for these bars. 99% of them are all
21 and up so that’s why we do that,” Schauff said. “We are
searching for ways to navigate that through the 18 and up
bars at LSU and, for that matter, across the country.”
Under normal circumstances, many bars in the Baton
Rouge area permit patrons over the age of 18. Louisiana’s
Phase 3 reopening plans ban those under 21. Along with the
new age restrictions, bars can only provide table service and
operate at 25% capacity up to 50 patrons.
The idea of the app came to creators Max Schauff, Nick
Becker and Patrick Skelly when they were still in college and
were tired of the long lines that came with going to the local
bars. They soon realized the app could also help bars with
reopening during COVID-19.
“We wanted to be the solution to this problem and
basically allow customers to be as safe as possible while still
having fun at their favorite bars,” Schauff said. “This was
actually born from one of our Minnesota venues that were
forced to eliminate their lines.”

The original features of the LineLeap app were paying
cover in advance, skipping the line and ordering drinks
without flagging down a bartender. With COVID-19, now the
app is used for contactless payments, reserving spots in the
bar and letting users know when the bar is at capacity.
“Each location is different, each city is different and all
the guidelines are different so they each use it in their own
way,” Schauff said. “The whole goal is to, with their limited
capacity, get them to reach that capacity so they are still
operating and able to operate but more importantly keep all
the customers safe and all the staff safe.”
Sports administration senior and LineLeap LSU campus
representative Gavin Assavedo likes that Reggie’s is taking
advantage of the drink ordering through the app and thinks
other bars in Tigerland will soon follow suit.
“The way it works at Reggie’s is that everyone has to sit
socially distanced away from each other,” Assavedo said. “It
isn’t standing like it used to be. One feature of the app is that
you can order a drink through the app. You just show the
server you paid and they bring it out to you.”
Users never have to enter any card information into the
app. A Venmo or PayPal account can be linked to the app to
pay on the spot.
“My favorite part about the app is that you can link it to
your PayPal or your Venmo,” Assavedo said. “You don’t have
to type in any card information and you can pay cover and
reserve your spot.”
Anyone who wants to go to a bar in Tigerland is required
to have the app.
“I think all LSU students should download the app and
reserve their spots in order to keep everyone safe and also
return to some normalcy,” Assavedo said.

Revolutionary new app makes its
way to Tigerland at the perfect
moment in time.
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social work
A

new partnership between the Louisiana
Department of Education and the University’s
School of Social Work aims to fulfill the mental
health needs of the Louisiana public school system.
The ratio of social workers to students in Louisiana public
schools is 1,277:1, over five times the ratio recommended by
the National Association of Social Workers.
The new Louisiana School Social Work Expansion Project
allows graduate students to participate in internships at
Louisiana public schools under the supervision of public
school social workers. The goal is that students gain field
experience from the time spent on the job, and Louisiana’s
school-based mental health workforce grows with the
addition of each intern. The program will assist children in
high-need K-12 schools.
Assistant Professor of Professional Practice Brandi Conrad
serves as the principal investigator for the project.
“The graduate student interns have the amazing
opportunity to work closely with the students in elementary,
middle, high school, charter and alternative schools in
Louisiana,” Conrad said. “Our students assist school social
workers with both the mental health and academic needs of
our students.”
Conrad said the program will also have the state create a
School Social Work Chapter of Louisiana. The new chapter
hopes to bring in more resources and representation for
social workers.
“The creation of a new SSW Chapter of Louisiana will
bring much needed resources to our school social workers
in the state,” Conrad said. “We hope to increase networking,
resources, workshop CEUs, consultation and supervision for
our school social workers.”
Another action the state will be taking is the creation of a

new social work position within the LDOE.
“The social work position within LDOE will ensure proper
credentialing of school social workers in the state and
advocate for policy issues important to Louisiana social
workers providing mental health services in schools,” Conrad
said.
The program pays public school social workers to take on
LSU graduate students as interns. One supervisor at THRIVE
Academy, LSU alumna Chelsea Trice, said funding has
exacerbated the shortage of social workers in public schools.
“With the budget, you are basically faced with the decision
of ‘Do you hire another teacher or do you hire another SPED
educator or do you hire someone who can teach English as
a second language or an elective teacher, or do you hire a
social worker?’” Trice said. “The classroom sizes are already
so large, so in many situations I think it’s a very difficult
choice for administrators to make.”
During the internship, graduate students will gain
hands-on experience in their field. Trice said the interns do
everything from group therapy to crisis response.
“We do a lot of group therapy, and they’ll help plan
different groups that we lead; social skills groups,
intermanagement groups, other social and emotional
development groups,” Trice said. “They get experience doing
psychosocials, which is how you get history-taking and
background information, as well as symptoms a child might
be experiencing. We also do a lot of crisis response and crisis
management plans.”
The grant will fund the program for the next five years,
according to a press release by the Office of Research and
Economic Development, and the school plans to continue
with the internships this semester through the hybridization
of public school classroom settings.

LSU’s School of Social Work was
awarded a $2.5 million grant
to continue growing its mental
health workforce.
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memorial tower
S

tanding at 175 feet tall and taking 176 steps
to reach the top, LSU’s Memorial Tower is a
clock tower at the center of campus. It stands
as a memorial to those who died in World War I, and was
originally erected in 1923. The tower was also heavily
influenced by designer and architect Jerry Campbell.
Currently, the tower is undergoing renovations led
by Assistant Vice President of Planning, Design, and
Construction Roger Husser and Director of Capital Projects
Paul Favaloro.
“The Tower is the symbol of LSU, both in what it is and
what it represents.” Husser said. “Although we have many
other buildings that need full restoration, there is no other
restoration project we have done, or will do, that I am
prouder of.”
This project restored the building’s history and original
purpose as a memorial for those Louisianans who died
defending our country in WW1. The Tower will now also
house the new LSU Military Museum representing all those
with LSU ties who served and died for the same cause.
“Being a part of the legacy of this building, which is most
recognized as LSU, and for what it represents is extremely
rewarding for me personally.” Favaloro stated.
The construction took place in several phases. The initial
phase of renovations, which was the overall refurbishment of
the tower itself, started in 2018 and was completed in March
2020.

“We basically stripped out the entire interiors and
rebuilt the facility it to its original state while updating its
mechanical, electrical and plumbing components,” Favaloro
said, “ADA accessibility was added along with new walls,
windows, roofing, lighting, millwork, HVAC, and restrooms
as well as a complete refurbishment of its exterior skin or
aggregate finish.”
Designer Jerry Campbell had a passion for LSU and
especially for this project, according to Favaloro. He took a
strong position in keeping with the authentic elements of the
original building in his design.
Campbell lost his battle with cancer before he could see
the opening of this facility. Favaloro said he had a passion for
LSU and the memorial tower, and LSU was fortunate to have
such a talented, dedicated, and passionate individual on this
project.
“You can see the fruits of his research and his attention to
detail in the millwork, ornamental wall grills, light fixtures,
and unique LSU labeled door hardware that was installed,”
Favaloro said, “His design continues this tradition of building
architecture and preserves its historic relevance.”
The second phase was the refurbishment of the plaza
which started in February 2020 and was completed in
October 2020. Favaloro stated that the remaining phase
which is currently underway is the actual museum displays,
which is expected to be finished by May 2021.
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dead poet
A

bar formerly associated with Tiger Land now has a
new look, age requirement and dress code.

Dead Poet, located at 623 E Boyd St., was acquired by new
management and now has an age requirement of 23 and a
cocktail dress requirement.
Former Dead Poet Associate Manager Justin Burnett said
he saw a need for a more elevated nightlife experience in
the Baton Rouge area. While it has been hard to change how
people view the bar, Burnett said the new look is drawing in
a crowd.
“People feel that this particular area just needed a place
for grad students or people that just graduated that may
still want to party and socialize in the Tiger Land area that
doesn’t necessarily feel like they are in Tiger Land,” Burnett
said.
The bar is now furnished with LED lit tables and leather
seats as well as a new VIP section. Where there used to be a
dance floor, there are now tables and stools.
While the furnishings have changed, the murals done by
local artist Ellen Ogden are still there. The new management
also added a food menu to accompany the full bar. Each
table has a QR code to scan for a food and drink menu.

“We got inspiration from Chicago, Atlanta and Miami and
felt like there was a void in Baton Rouge that we could fill,”
Burnett said.
Their new VIP section is currently used for people who
come in with large groups. If the floor is full, large groups
can pay a fee to sit in VIP to ensure the bar is staying socially
distanced. In the future, the VIP section will be able to be
reserved and used for bottle service.
Currently, Dead Poet holds events such as Bottomless
Wine Wednesday and Bottomless Mimosa Sunday. Both
events have recently changed to having a 21 and up age
requirement to accommodate for a younger crowd in Baton
Rouge. In the future, Burnett said they hope to be able to
expand their calendar of events even further.
“We want to do live music, we want to do Latin nights,
we want to do spoken word poetry nights,” Burnett said.
“We want to do all types of events that are more eclectic and
diverse socially, but we are just handcuffed as it stands due
to COVID.”
Dead Poet follows COVID-19 safety guidelines such as
having all servers wear a mask as well as patrons until they
are seated. They also have their tables spread out to help
with social distancing and offer customers hand sanitizer.
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local arts center
T

his summer, the empty triangle-shaped building on
Saint Ferdinand Street will become a unique space
for local artists.
The Cary Saurage Community Arts Center will serve as the
new home for the Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge and is
scheduled to be completed by July 2021.
The building, located at 233 Saint Ferdinand St., has been
out of use for the last two years. While most were afraid
to take on such an odd-shaped building, the Arts Council
thought it was the perfect location, according to CEO and
president of the Arts Council Renee Chatelain.
“For an arts organization to be in a triangle-shaped, midcentury modern building is perfect,” Chatelain said. “We felt
it was really important that we keep the structure intact even
though we are redesigning the whole interior.”
The Arts Center will be available for anyone in 11 Baton
Rouge-area parishes, including Ascension, East Baton
Rouge, East Feliciana, Iberville, Livingston, Pointe Coupee,
St. Helena, Tangipahoa, Washington, West Baton Rouge and
West Feliciana.
One of the Arts Council’s main goals is diversity; it
includes one representative from each parish to ensure the
community’s best interest. The council rotates every two
years, and anyone can apply.
“In 2017 we really adopted what we call ‘arts IDEAS’ as a
core value for the organization,” Chatelain said. “IDEAS is
an acronym for inclusion, diversity, equity, accessibility and
sustainability.”
The facilities are priced on a scale. However, artists who
are making a project to better their community can apply to
be an artist resident and get the space granted to them for
free. Students can also volunteer at the Arts Center to earn

use of the space.
“Let’s say that you are a student and you want space to
do work but you really don’t have money to rent a space,”
Chatelain said. “We can work out a program where you
can give us some hours at the front desk or help us with an
event, and you can use those hours as a credit toward the
space so you don’t have to pay.”
On the first floor of the Arts Center, there is an art
gallery, artist co-op, recording studio and a black box
theater. The artist co-op has two kilns and all the furniture
is moveable, so the space is as collaborative or separate as
needed. The art gallery can be used for traveling art shows,
workshops and more. The recording studio is a state-ofthe-art sustainable design with sound recording and new
mechanical systems.
The second floor contains the Arts Council offices, creative
conference space and more of the art gallery. The conference
space is available for rent with discounts for nonprofits and
individual artists. The second floor contains an exhibit called
Writings on the Wall, a feature of local literary artists’ work.
“Writings on the Wall is a repository of local artists
who are in the literary arts, whether it’s poets or writers,”
Chatelain said. “There will also be an artist lounge. If you are
a writer or a journalist and you want to do your work there,
you’ll have some resources from the Writings on the Wall,
but you’ll also have a lounge space.”
There is also a rooftop terrace available for guests of the
Arts Center to use. It will have a piano, seating and a view of
the skyline and the river.
More information on the Arts Center is available here:
https://www.artsbr.or
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sweet baton rouge
P

utting faith over fear, owner Meredith Waguespack
chronicles the 10 year journey of her brand, “Sweet
Baton Rouge,” and the opening of the company’s
local flagship store.
Inspired by Saturday night lights and Tiger football,
Waguespack launched her t-shirt company in 2010. A casual
person herself, she wanted a brand that was perfect for
tailgating and watching the Tigers play in quality, comfort
and style.
“Over time we started integrating more designs outside
of game day and started making shirts that encompass all
of our culture,” said Waguespack when asked about how
the brand has developed through the years. In addition to
football themed shirts, Sweet Baton Rouge has a multitude
of designs that display an array of Southern vibes and
Louisiana culture, such as Mardi Gras, crawfish and even
special events like Jazz Fest.
In addition to expanding the company’s apparel to all
things Louisiana, Waguespack and her team are all about
supporting other local businesses. Throughout the store,
one can see other local brands displayed and available
for purchase. Partnering with these merchants ignited yet
another fire within Waguespack, launching an entirely new,
yet not so different business venture.
Hence the creation of Local Pop Up. On top of being the
owner of Sweet Baton Rouge, she’s co-founder of Local Pop
Up, a company she started alongside her graphic designer,
that specializes in curating goods from local makers and
bringing them to one central platform.
Starting as a conversation rooted in passion for local
business, Local Pop Up officially came to life when it hosted
its first holiday event in 2018. A big success, it decided to
host the event again the following year, with its most recent
endeavor being the launch of its online marketplace. There,
consumers are able to purchase items from local merchants

and get their local fill.
So, what prompted this new store location that everyone
is talking about?
Roughly five years ago, Waguespack decided it was time
to move Sweet Baton Rouge into its first office. Two years
in, that office expanded into a showroom that, according
to Waguespack, “had the feel and vibes of a store but
[wasn’t] set up like a store.” It was more so a place where
people could come to pick up their online orders and where
Waguespack could display new designs.
After seeing an increase in traffic and pop up customers
over the last three years, she became aware that opening a
storefront location was a possibility that she should explore.
In January, wanting a place that fit the team’s goals
and vision, the search process began. The team ultimately
selected the electric depot as their new home. “Community
and local things are very important to us, and I can see that
this space will have those opportunities to create that,”
Waguespack said.
Although they originally hoped for a later grand opening
date on Aug. 1, Sweet Baton Rouge officially opened its
doors. “It’s going to be a fun five years here,” Waguespack
said.
Coming up on the fall season, she will be launching the
fall version of the Cozy Collection. In addition, everything in
the store will soon be shoppable via its website.
Waguespack also noted that she’s extremely blessed
and thankful for all the opportunities that she’s been given.
When asked about what’s the most rewarding aspect of
being an entrepreneur, Waguespack stated that, “To me, two
really big, proud moments I have are having the customer
support and the employees.”
There’s no doubt that we’re all in for some treats from
Waguespack and her Sweet Baton Rouge team.

New Baton Rouge themed
clothing store opens up on
Government St.
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like yesterday

Photos of LSU’s campus in 2021
are compared with iconic flicks
from the 1950s and 1970s.
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ryan
“Today, I got the Johnson & Johnson COVID vaccine. I wanted to be given the peace of
mind and not have to worry any more for myself. I feel like we should all be getting it
so we don’t have to worry about it anymore. I hope life will return to normal if more
people get the vaccine, but obviously it will still depend more on how many cases we
get rather than the number of people receiving the vaccine. With every person that
gets the vaccine, we’re one step closer to normal life. That’s the main thing. Getting
the vaccine was a smooth process. There was definitely a bit of a line, but LSU seemed
like it was doing a good job being efficient. I was in a line with at least 150 people, and
I got through and was vaccinated in about 10 minutes. It felt like a little pinch, but it
wasn’t too bad. When things return to normal, I’m looking forward to not having to
wear masks anymore. They’re pretty uncomfortable to me. I also want to go out to LSU
football games, basketball games and baseball games at full capacity and not have
to wear a mask. Most baseball stadiums are at limited capacity, and the players are
being tested constantly. The Rangers were the first team to have a game at full capacity.
Last year, it was pretty disappointing to see a shortened MLB schedule with 60 games
instead of 162. The Pittsburgh Pirates are my favorite team. I’ve been to Pirates games
in Pittsburgh, San Francisco and D.C.. I’m waiting to see them play again back home in
California during the summer. I know they play the Giants in July, and I’d love to see
them! Also, I’m looking forward to just being around people again! It was one of the
best parts of my freshman year here, it would be really awesome to get back to that.”
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caroline
“I own a cake business called Cakes by Caroline. I’ve always been into baking since I
was little. When I moved back to Carencro in March for quarantine, I started getting
more specifically into making cakes. I’m self-taught and kind of just figured out on
my own how to start making the cakes. My great grandfather owned a bakery, but
other than that I just watched YouTube videos and went for it! I’d decorate them
and create different ones. I wanted to keep doing it, so I made an Instagram and
started posting on my Facebook too that I was selling them. A lot of people reached
out to me after that. I bake layer cakes, cupcakes, cookie cakes, and anything that
people ask me, I’m open to trying. Personally, my favorite cake is chocolate cake
with peanut butter icing and with Reese’s layered and on top. Mostly I keep it
simple. I like the classic look, but sometimes people ask me for designs. Recently
I did my first big rectangle cake for my friend’s birthday. He gave me his favorite
little whisky bottles, and I placed them on the cakes. That was my favorite one to
make so far! I plan to expand my business more into Baton Rouge when I get my
new apartment. I think if you just jump right in, try things out, and have a few
good connections it helps your business out a lot. What I love about my business is
making the cakes, trying new things, and getting to meet a lot of new people along
the way.”
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jordan
“I’m from Florida. I came to LSU because my grandparents
live here, my dad grew up here and LSU has the degree in
environmental engineering that I’m looking for. It’s also close
to the coast, and I want to work on coastal restoration. I’m not
completely sure if that’s what I want to do, but I grew up fishing.
And I don’t like how we use and abuse the coasts without
renourishing them for different species. It’s not purely just for
the sake of the environment, but also for the fisherman and
hunters. I’m also teaching myself guitar. I got it last Christmas
and kind of just picked up playing it. It’s a good stress reliever,
and it gives me something to do. I’ve never really gone to
concerts beforehand. I mostly watch YouTube videos of people
playing. However, if I could have gone to any concert, it would
have been Led Zeppelin at Madison Square Garden in 1973. I
like Led Zeppelin, and I figured if I play long enough, I could try
some of their songs. Low and behold, I can play the first minute
of Stairway to Heaven.”
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lynell
“The greatness, the students, brought me to LSU. The kids are
cool, and it’s number one in friendliness. There’s no hate, just
much love! I’ve been here for two years, but I’m from New
Orleans. We’re a party city. Here, it’s nice and calm. I wanted some
of the calmness, but my favorite part of living in New Orleans
was Mardi Gras. I went to Zulu last year and liked catching the
coconuts. I caught five! It was a record because I usually only
catch one or none at all. I like to go with my kids. I have six of
them and they’re grown. Last year was their first time, and they
enjoyed Zulu. They loved it. I have family from Texas, and they
come to the parades all of the time too!”
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elysse
“My dad used to live in Baton Rouge, but I’m from Maryland. I
moved to LSU with my cousins, and I didn’t know anyone else. My
dad showed me around campus a little. I think my favorite spot
is the forest behind the Five. Whenever you go during the day,
nobody is there and it’s like ten degrees cooler than everywhere
else! A few days ago I had an incident where I tried to walk half
a mile with six bags, and I couldn’t get where I wanted to go. I
had to ask somebody to pick me up, so today I decided to use
this cart. My cousin and I unloaded all of the groceries, and I’m
going to return it. I think it’s really hot here, but for the most
part it’s pretty nice!”
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kohl
“If McDonald’s is closed, I’m screwed! There’s nothing special
about it but it is the McDonald’s on campus. It brings me joy!
Last year, I ate there at least three times a week, and I’d get
two McDoubles each time. I doubled the McDouble! I still lost
weight, but it was most certainly not healthy. I’d bring the
McDoubles back to Spruce. I liked living there except for the fire
drills. At least once a month they’d probably go off, and they’d
throw a wrench into my schedule. One time, there was a really
long fire drill. It was multiple hours for some strange reason. I
don’t know why but I think everyone knows they use fire drills
to check people’s rooms for stuff, illegal substances. I never had
any though! McDoubles are not illegal.”
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jared
“I want to be in the military after college. I joined the ROTC at
LSU a little while ago, and it’s been a pretty fun ride! It’s not
easy, but overall, it’s a positive experience. You get to build a lot
of connections with other people. You get to learn more about
who you are as a person. You can become a better version of
yourself. The fact that you’re constantly pushed to become a
better version of yourself is hard. It’s a process of constantly
adapting. For many people, that’s a little too difficult. I want to
serve so that I can do something with my life that’s long term
and that I can be good at. I want to be productive. I don’t have
much of a preference on whether I want to serve stateside or in
another country, but I do kind of figure that I’ll be going all over
the world!”
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meng
“I am studying Pre-Nursing. Seeing how nurses treat kids and
visiting doctors’ offices with my siblings was very inspirational
to me. I was going to volunteer over the summer but Covid
limited some of those opportunities. I feel that nurses and frontline workers are getting blamed for some of the problems now
because a lot of people are frustrated with everything that’s
going on. They don’t need to be so stressed out trying to help
everyone. We need to do our part by wearing our masks. We
need to help stop the spread so that they can have a break on
their end. I like how LSU has testing centers all around because
I think those help a lot.”
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stone cox
“I would commend them [the people making fun of my name on TikTok] for their
creativity. They came up with some really good stuff, but so did my friends in
junior high. I like where they’re taking it, and I am really encouraged to see where
the field of jokes will be moving forward. As Student Body President, my hardest
job is trying to pinpoint exactly how all students feel and expressing that to the
administration. I first got involved in student government in high school when I
moved to Louisiana my junior year. I had made some friends over the summer
through football and through church and they were like “Bro, you really need to
join the student council.” At first, I said absolutely no that’s what losers do, but
they kept saying it was really cool. I then said sure and I joined. I went to a camp
for it and had a great time! When I got to LSU for my freshman year, Stewart
Lockett was my SPIN leader and Student Body President. He knew so much about
LSU from being on the Board of Supervisors and being Student Body President.
He helped me when I started here, and he definitely helps me now. I had a lot
of mentors being involved with student government and with my fraternity as
well. Student government is pretty easy to get involved with and pretty easy to
understand how it works. I think if we do a good job, it fundamentally does really
well with outreach because students notice us. Student Government has trouble
finding people to join when we don’t do the jobs that we are set out here to do like
when we focus on issues that don’t affect LSU’s students. When we really focus on
what affects the students and campus, we gain a lot of traction and students will
want to join.”
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lucas
“For me, I saw a bunch of my friends acting and I was like that
looks easy. I tried it and it wasn’t actually easy. However, you do
your lines, you overcome your stage fright, and you just kind
of enjoy it. The characters I played were simple characters that
I kind of identified with, so it was more of me just being told
what to say and less like acting. It was just me whether I was
playing like an older version of myself or just me running with a
sword. My favorite role was Teddy in Arsenic and Old Lace. I was
basically a middle aged man-child who believed he was Teddy
Roosevelt. He was the character that I ran around using a sword.
Pursuing acting at LSU would be out of my league though. I can
barely handle my time right now with my studies. I’m going for
chemical engineering. I knew I wanted to do something with
science and to be a STEM major. Why else would you go to
college? Out of all of the sciences, chemistry spoke to me more.
It’s kind of like the magic of science. You have a bunch of stuff
that happens and it then makes other things happen. If you
don’t know chemistry and you see chemical experiments, it’s
just magic!”
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kendall
“I like caring about people and being in the recovery part of the
health field. I’m studying physical therapy. As a Pre-PT major,
I’ve volunteered and completed some of the activities courses. I
volunteered at a physical therapy center and a physical therapist
has actually mentored me too. I was a Girl Scout growing up, so
I’m used to helping others all of the time. My most memorable
experience helping others was when I went to the homeless
shelter in New Orleans. We made care packages, sandwiches,
and dinner for them. For my activities courses, I’ve done dance
and I’m doing golf right now. Besides the fact that I don’t have
a car to get to the golf course, it’s pretty nice. Luckily, I made
friends so they drive me. In the beginning, I had to walk there
and it was not nice at all!”
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cole
“There’s just something about playing an instrument that I absolutely love
doing. I can’t exactly describe what it is but it makes me really happy. Since I
was a little kid, I wanted to play, and where I’m from, our school required us to
do some form of music starting in the fourth grade. They gave us a choice. We
could’ve been in the choir, the band, or the orchestra, but I wanted to be in the
band. I thought that the band’s instruments were cooler. I accidentally ended
up picking the trumpet. I read the sheet wrong for how we were supposed to
pick our instrument. You were supposed to put it in the order that you wanted
it. I just put it in order of appearance which was trumpet, saxophone, and
percussion. I really wanted to be a percussionist, then a saxophonist and then a
trumpeter, but that’s how I got into it. I’ve been playing the trumpet for almost
nine years now. My most memorable performance was when my jazz band was
selected to perform at the Jazz Education Network Conference in New Orleans
at the beginning of 2020 before everything that has happened. We worked like
crazy for an entire year for that opportunity, and my entire band got to fly down
from New York to perform. We were there for four days and got to tour around
New Orleans. For Spring break, my parents brought my best friend and I down
to New Orleans as well. Because I really enjoy jazz and know New Orleans is
the birthplace of jazz, I really wanted to come down to Louisiana for college. I
decided to peek around in the area and of course LSU popped up. Although I’m
a huge musician, I’m actually an astrophysics major. It’s an interesting mix, but
LSU is a very good school because the physics department is well funded and
they have all of the music I can dream of. I can audition for all of the ensembles
on campus while still studying astrophysics!”
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andrea
“I’ve always been fascinated by the past, and I think it’s interesting to
learn about what came before I did and how we got the world the way
that it is today. I’m currently studying interwar Germany, but I really
enjoy Victorian era Britain. I’ve never been to Germany yet which is
really bad, but I have been to Britain twice on vacation. However, the
only time I spent a significant time abroad was when I was in France
for a month one summer studying. It was so cool seeing all of the
history come to life. I really like cities too, especially cities that I have
never been in. My favorite thing is to just go out and walk. I’ll walk
like twelve or thirteen miles. One time, I even walked fifteen miles
just exploring! I like to feel the energy of cities. It’s so strange that just
walking around places, you can get different energies. I like people
watching too. It’s my favorite way to explore a city. It’s sad because of
Covid I’m not walking around as much, and since I’m new here in Baton
Rouge, I haven’t really been out to explore the way I like to explore.
I’m from Illinois, and I applied for the history masters program here
at LSU because Dr. Marchand is a big name in the intellectual history
field which is kind of my specialty. They seem to really care about the
students and that’s not something I’ve necessarily seen in other places.
That’s what I love about the history department.”
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jamison
“If the students ever need something, we’re here to help them!
I like the vibe of LSU, and I was planning on going to an LSU
football game this year. Due to the situation, it kind of messed
up everything though. I think LSU football has a few things they
need to work on as far as defense. They just have to stay focused
and try to find all of their weak spots. Once they’re pinpointed,
they can try to strengthen them from there. I don’t really have a
favorite player on the team. I like the whole football team itself.
I didn’t play too many sports when I was younger, but I did play
basketball or football every now and then. I never played for a
school or anything. I mostly just watch sports or play video games
with my friends for fun. My favorite video game is Tekken. It’s a
fighting game, but sometimes I also play basketball, wrestling,
or a racing game.”
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vincent
“I’m on the men’s club volleyball team. We play in tournaments in the Spring
and practice throughout the year. I’m the treasurer this year and I just sprained
my ankle. It hurt, and now I’m in a boot. The rash from the crutches is the
worst! I usually turn to God in times like these and before I play games. I’ve
grown a lot closer to God since college because of Christ the King. I first heard
about the place from graduates who came to school here, and I wanted to be
involved with it. I liked the close-knit community of people who share similar
beliefs, so I joined a bible study and went to SLS last year, which is a conference
of 10,000 Catholic students from all over the country. Right before mass one
time there, we were looking at the priests as they processed in, and there
were just hundreds of priests lined up to process in together. It was a pretty
powerful image because of all of the people that share the same faith that I
do. I like seeing how people share their faith in a way that they’re comfortable
with, especially in college. Just to see that gives me hope that college isn’t such
a dark place. When a lot of people get here, they want to have the college
experience, so a lot of them turn away. I think it’s important to get involved
with whatever religion you practice. You should set aside some time during
the week for God like going to an event at a church or going to a bible study
to make you not forget about your faith. I lead a bible study now. It helps you
create really good friendships and meet new people. It’s one of the coolest
things to see someone growing in their faith, and it’s one of the things that
makes me the happiest about being here. I think it makes the Lord happy!”
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sean
“I did not prepare for this Hurricane. Hurricane Katrina is the
worst hurricane I have experienced. I’m from New Orleans and
my family and I had to stay up here in Baton Rouge for three
weeks until it was safe to return. By the time hurricanes have hit
Baton Rouge this season, it’s usually just been a lot of rain. Zeta
looks the least threatening of all the storms so far. I’m not too
worried about this storm, so I didn’t take many precautions. My
grandmother does have a generator, so I can go there if I lose
power at my apartment. However, I did do one thing personally
to prepare for this hurricane. I brought with me my trusty rain
jacket. I bought this rain jacket last year at the Bass Pro Shops in
Denham Springs while I was browsing the store. They had other
colors, but the blue one stuck out because it’s my favorite color. I
thought the rain jacket would be a lifesaver for me to have while
walking around campus. It’s allowed me to get to many of my
classes that have been far from each other.”
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chaimara
“I’m studying merchandising in the College of Agriculture. It’s called textiles,
apparel and merchandising; TAM for short. I was marketing at first but I
switched to merchandising because I’m more interested in fashion. I really
want to have a direct route to the fashion industry. Marketing is broader,
but merchandising is just marketing for fashion. I’ve always liked fashion
as a child. My family called me a fashionista all of the time because I like
to be different and dress differently. I’m really interested in the business
side of it. I feel like I’m a very logical person, so working with clothes and
marketing for companies would be in my arena. My dream job is to select
clothes per season for larger companies. So, when Gucci chooses what its
clothes are for Spring 2021, I want to be involved with those selections.
It’s a lot about following trends from previous years and especially about
keeping up with people who are major influencers. Celebrities, TikTok
stars and athletes are the big influencers for the seasons typically. People
are very interested in what they have to say and think about fashion. I
like people who don’t care what other people are doing, honestly. I think
Rihanna is someone who wears what she wants to. Even when she went to
this award show in Swarovski Crystals, she was very barren and had a lot
out, but she was like ‘They’re Swarovski Crystals. You have to like them.’ I
think people who say this is my style and they own their style are the types
of people I like.”
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rivers
“I’ve always really liked art, but I wanted a real kind of job. I don’t
want to test to see if the whole idea of a starving artist is real, so
I’m studying architecture. Right now we’re working on shotgun
houses on a site in New Orleans. We literally started this today.
We’re determining how we want the layout to look. The thing is,
though, we have no clue actually what we’re doing. It’s been a
year and a half doing all solo work, so working with a partner is
something to get used to. I’ve only done it for a couple of hours
so I don’t know if I like it. There’s a lot of arguing. We have our
own ideas, and it’s tough to bring them all together in a sense.
We’re just going to kind of see how things go! The most we’ve
gotten is just drawing rectangles on a grid, but we have three
weeks to work on this thing.”

181

hunter
“Alex Trebek died dude! He’s been the host of Jeopardy! for 36 years. That’s a lot of
seasons and he’s the face of Jeopardy!. I don’t know what they’re going to do. Jeopardy!
is a TV staple, and Alex Trebek is equally a staple of the show. I don’t think television will
be the same without him, certainly not my viewing experience. He’s the quintessential
gameshow host to me. He’s not over the top but he’s really funny. He’ll roast the hell
out of contestants if they get something wrong that’s easy. Part of me doesn’t want the
show to go on, but it’s such an important show! I’ve always been one to enjoy random
trivia. Literally one of the things I was talking to one of my roommates about is the
definition of a ‘second’. It’s based off of a nine billion some-odd number of oscillations
of the last electron on a Cesium 133 atom. No one needs to know that kind of stuff but
it’s in my brain for some reason. I watch a lot of YouTube videos and Jeopardy! a bit.
I’d watch bits and pieces of it, an episode here and there. It wasn’t until sophomore
year of high school when I really started making it part of my routine. I just kind of fell
in love with challenging myself and seeing how much money I could win. It was really
gratifying to do the math and realize I could beat these adult contestants. I auditioned
for Jeopardy! this year and last year. Last year it worked out better in my favor. I had to
take an online test, and it was fifty questions. You had fifteen seconds to answer them,
kind of how it is on the show. I think you had to get 35/50 to get selected to be put
into the pool for the audition. I have no idea how many people took the test, but I’m
considering myself lucky that I got picked to go audition in person. I drove to Austin
and went into some random hotel. The Jeopardy! producers were there and maybe
about fifty other people. We had to do another test. I think I did well but I was upset!
They had a question and the answer was ‘Vine’. I got it wrong, but I used to go on Vine
religiously when I was thirteen. I was shocked! The hardest questions for me were on
sports and African geography. I’m not super well versed in those topics.”
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einest
“I came to LSU because I wanted to study overseas. I like being in
the South. The weather is nice. It’s comparable to where I come
from in Kenya. I also had admission into the University of New
York, but I chose this one. The biggest challenges I’ve had are in
academics but in a good way! I’ve learned so much in a year. I
plan to get my Ph.D., and hopefully be a professor back in Kenya.
I’m studying chemistry. I’ve always loved chemistry. In Kenya,
I was teaching chemistry to high schoolers. When you like the
subject you’re teaching, you just love it! You love to explain things
to people. Just being able to break things down to the way that
someone can understand is really nice. You can make them see
it! There’s a very big difference in teaching here. In the U.S., the
teaching is more homework orientated. We don’t have much of
that in Kenya. What we have there is more of a lecture kind of
method. I think the homework is good though because it makes
you dig into the stuff.”
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tiffany lane
“Working in healthcare requires long hours and meeting a lot of people.
I enjoy what I do! Students have been very cooperative getting tested.
I have no problems when students come in because they’re respectful
and actually very funny. One time, a student came in and they had to
write their address down. So my name is ‘Tiffany Lane’ and the student
wrote down ‘Tiffany Lane’ as his address. I said ‘No don’t put my name
down. You have to put your address down.’ He then replied, ‘That is
my address!’. He lived on Tiffany Lane, and he called his mom to tell
her that the lady testing him for COVID is also named Tiffany Lane! We
laughed about that for a while.”
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calder
“I was about 36 miles out of Venice, Louisiana and I was fishing. We
were out there with a group of friends, but it seemed like I was the
only one who knew what they were doing. All of a sudden, my rod
almost flew out of my hand. It scared me half to death! About two
hours later, I pulled in this 46-pound redfish. It was massive! We didn’t
cook it though. You can’t cook the big ones because they get worms
inside of them and they aren’t good anymore. It’s better to let them
go make some more little fish. We eat those. But honestly, I’m more of
a bass fisherman. I like to go out and fish around the LSU Lakes. You
can catch some good-sized bass. The best spot is across from Herget.
The small lake out front has the clearest water. At least it used to be
clear when I fished there. That makes a difference when you’re trying
to fish. There’s also fish at the one under the Dalrymple Bridge. You
can’t keep them but some people do. I don’t but honestly, we need
to. Whenever you have consistent catch and release places, you see
an over populated lake. What happens is that since the bigger fish
aren’t as fast as the smaller ones, there’s no food left because all of
the smaller ones are still there. The big ones die off and you’re left
with a lake of small fish. A lot of people think it’s doing good not to
take out the fish, but you have to cull them out.”
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dajan
“Hello, my name is Dajan Watkins. I’m a freshman here at
LSU! I’m a finance major and love LSU so far. One feature
about me is that I smile a lot. Because of this, my friends
call me cheese—the name has stuck ever since. My favorite
memory would have to be at FLC! Let’s have a great semester
and GEAUX TIGERS!”
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tharuka
“One of the coolest things about my sisters and I are that our names
mean sun, star and Moon in Sinhalese. My sister, Sandini, means moon;
my other sister, Hiruni, means sun and I’m Tharuka, which means
star. So, I guess I was meant to be a star, making it twice on Barstool.
My first appearance was with my three new brothers: Will, Peter, and
Tristan. We were dressed up as the actors in Hangover 2 when they go
to Bangkok. It’s crazy to think that two dudes from Houston, one from
Atlanta and one from New Orleans would come together through
the roompact survey and create a bond that would last forever. We
are already completing milestones, such as Will entering the Catholic
Church and I am so honored to be his sponsor. My second time on
Barstool was when I shot fireworks from a Roman candle from my butt.
My mom says that it’s going to surface again when I run for Governor
and people won’t vote for me, but I believe that it’ll show everyone I
have the courage to run the state. All jokes aside, my freshman year is
going amazing and I can’t wait for everything to come at LSU.”

193

julia
“Although I was born and raised in Texas, my entire family is
originally from Louisiana. I have always admired LSU, but I
decided to come here when I realized my roots to this campus
were deeper than I thought. Interestingly, I discovered that
the LSU Rural Life Museum is now home to my great, great,
great grandfather’s barn. The Stoker Barn was built in 1845 in
Sabine Parish, Louisiana, and was in use for nearly 150 years. My
ancestor, Riley Stoker, built this barn himself, and it was donated
to LSU by his family, and relocated here a few years ago. As for
me, I am proud to see my family history living on at the school
that I love, and I’m thankful that visitors of the museum will be
able to learn from and appreciate his contribution to Louisiana
rural life for many years to come.”
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gaby
“For me, Thanksgiving is about spending time with family and really
just taking a day to enjoy food and everything that comes with it! We
watch football too. My family starts cooking on Wednesday, and we
do all of the prep that day. The stuffing is my favorite! I’ve visited
other people in my family like two years ago, and they didn’t cook
stuffing. I was so hurt by that. I think my mom just uses the box of
stuffing to make it, but I absolutely love it. We eat dinner really early
around two o’clock, and after that, we sit down with all of the Black
Friday catalogues. We flip through them and plan our next day. We
take that whole afternoon to find the biggest deals. I probably will
still spend all of my money this year even though it’ll mostly be online.
We may go to a store or two to get a doorbuster. But to stay safe this
year, we’ll mostly just have all of our laptops pulled up.”

197

violester
“This is my third semester working at Tiger Trails. I started off
driving 18 wheelers. Then I moved from driving 18 wheelers
to a school bus. After driving school buses, I went to CATS
and from there I went to here. It’s much longer driving an 18
wheeler than the Tiger Trails bus, and you’re by yourself! It’s
better driving the bus because you have the noise behind you
from the kids. You have conversations with them, and meeting
some of the students is the most rewarding part of the job. I
used to listen to music when I’d be on long drives in the 18
wheeler. My favorite music is Blues. I’m from New Orleans,
Uptown Hollygrove, but I moved here in ‘97. Baton Rouge is a
little bit slower than New Orleans. In New Orleans, you have a
lot to do and a lot of time to do it. Baton Rouge closes at two
o’clock. New Orleans stays open 24/7! I do think it’s easier to
drive in Baton Rouge. To me, Baton Rouge is a big circle with
lines through it. You have to drive fast in New Orleans! If you’re
in one lane and need to get over, you have to be quick!”
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patrick
“I was fat, but I didn’t want to be fat anymore, so I started working
out. I’ve made progress on my goals, but I still have a lot more
progress to make. Getting into it at first was hard. Now I enjoy it a
lot! I have a split, but I kind of just do what I want everyday. A split
is the muscle group that you train. I do push, pull, and legs which
is basically chest, triceps, shoulders, back, biceps, and then legs. I
just repeat it. When I was starting, I didn’t really have any idea what
I was doing. Now, I know a lot more. I talked to people, used the
internet, watched Youtube, and looked at Instagram. All of that stuff
helped me. Sometimes I go workout with friends, but it’s a lot faster
when I’m by myself. I can do more in less time but I still do like to go
with friends. I try to encourage people like my roommates to go, but
they’re too lazy. I’ve given up! They’re not going to come. I also track
my calories and protein to meet my goals. My favorite food to eat is
chicken breasts. They’re solid. I cut it up and cook it so that I can use
it on all sorts of things like pizzas or quesadillas. I can even make
orange chicken. It has a lot of uses!”
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nick
“I enjoy EDM. The melodies appeal to me, and there’s many different genres.
Progressive house is my favorite. Its vibes are uplifting, and that’s what I enjoy about
it. The best way to describe the different genres is how they are designed and how the
songs are structured in terms of what sounds they’re bringing out. Some genres like
progressive house are more heavy on the highs with sub-basses. There’s also hard
style music with straight kick drums and huge big room type melodies. I’ve been to
a few EDM concerts. At Voodoo Fest, I saw some artists like Jai Wolf, and he’s one of
my favorites now. I’ve also seen Steve Aoki at the Metropolitan Nightclub. My friend
Michael and I were on the front row! I had a great ass time, but he was sitting on his
phone and not vibing while I was going crazy. You’re packed around a ton of people
and everyone is just jumping around, having a good time, and vibing with one another.
I think that the EDM concerts are going to come back soon. I follow a bunch of pages
on the internet about it, and everyone’s gung-ho for them to come back. They had a
festival in Taiwan not too long ago called Ultra Taiwan. It was the first big festival that
they had since COVID started. The person who closed for it was Alesso. People were
enjoying his set so much that after he finished performing, people kept chanting one
more song. He played one more song and people went crazy. I’ve tried to make some
EDM myself, but it’s very hard to do. The hardest part is thinking creatively. I can think
of the melodies in my head, but getting it into FL Studio, the software I use to write it
on, is difficult. It’s complicated software and you’re literally building a song from the
ground up. You have to come up with the melodies, design the sounds and pick the
synths that you want to use. Once you have a preset, you have to tweak it because
you don’t want a stock preset. Doing all of that and equalizations plus bringing out a
certain track with a main melody line is really fun, but it’s a lot of work.”
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etta
“I transferred here from SLCC to be an English major, but I’ve been
meaning to change to a double major in screenwriting and creative
writing. Originally, I was born in New Orleans, but I grew up in
Nigeria and spent most of my time there. Around when I was in the
seventh grade, a teacher that just came to our school encouraged
us to start writing short stories. It was mostly for fun, but then I got
into recreation reading. I just love it! Personally, I don’t really have a
favorite book or movie. If i take the time to read or watch something,
I just love it! One of the first books I ever read was The Alchemist. My
mom had actually forced me to read it because at the time, I had
hated recreational reading. I got really into the story. It was the first
novel I had ever read, so that inspired me too. I’m just a girl from a
town in Nigeria who wants to write books and stuff for TV. I hope I will
be able to achieve my goal, and I think LSU will help me get there.”
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jake
“So yesterday, I had just gotten some food from the Union, and I was just hanging out.
As I was about to leave, I saw this whole gathering of people around these old people.
I was like “what the heck is going on?” I remember seeing similar things last year.
It’s especially weird now because of COVID times, but the people I saw were wearing
masks for the most part. I went over there and there were a lot of older folks, men and
women, preaching about not just the bible, but actually coming after specific members
of the crowd. They were calling them out for their sexuality, the way they dressed and
the way they look. I think that’s goofy as hell! Yesterday, the cops were called, and I
was part of a group that went to talk to them. And, I’m a realist, a reasonable person,
not someone who gets really fed up with emotions or anything like that. In the end,
the preachers are simply trying to convey a message that they know for a fact is not
going to be heard. Essentially, they’re coming out here to gaslight, to heckle, and to
incite. And the students are reacting! They’re choosing to not just simply walk past
them and let them do their thing. They’re not getting in their face, trying to start a fight,
or anything like that. They are participating, making a mockery of it, laughing with
them, and making jokes out of it. They’re being entertained. Just before you walked up,
a gay couple walked in front of the old man preaching and kissed in front of him. It was
an awesome moment, and it was really funny as the old dude watched in horror! My
biggest argument is that we don’t necessarily need these people out here preaching,
saying those kinds of things to people. The audience that agrees with them has already
heard their message and the people who disagree with them are not going to change
their minds. This is a place of learning and education. We’re all just trying to get our
degrees, do our thing, meet new people and have fun. This is super counterproductive.
They shouldn’t be saying all of these rude, horrible things to people who are 18 or 19
years old. They’re trying to tear the community apart. I understand that they have the
right to be here, but it just is what it is.”
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marcus
“I’d have to say that my favorite Mardi Gras memory is going to Zulu
every year. My family and I wake up early, and we go out to have
fun and cook before the parade. Afterwards, we do the same thing!
It’s pretty much an all-day thing for us. We like to eat ribs, macaroni,
sandwiches, chips and a whole bunch of stuff. We’re in the same spot
every year for the parade too. I don’t know the exact street, but it’s right
by one of the cemeteries. When the parade rolls by there, you have
to get the coconuts. That’s the signature catch right there! I’ve caught
multiple. They throw bags off of the floats, and one time, my cousin
and I caught two bags full of just beads and coconuts. Obviously, that
was when we were younger, so we don’t get as much stuff now. As
I’ve gotten older, I’ve stopped getting into catching the beads and all
of the stuff like that. Now, I go for the bands and the aesthetic. I know
some people in the parade, so seeing them is also really cool. I just
enjoy being down there for the full experience.”
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elise
“We are out here to raise awareness for our philanthropy which is Service
for Sight. It’s a program where we walk and drive visually impaired students
around campus. We help them out with whatever they need whether that
be helping them schedule tests with Disability Services or taking them to
get groceries. We work with Service for Sight throughout the year and on a
daily basis. Also, some girls who live in Baton Rouge will work over breaks to
help. We had a visually impaired sorority sister, and that’s how Delta Gamma
began working with this cause. It’s important for us to be inclusive. A lot of
people don’t realize exactly how prevalent of an issue it is, and we’re trying to
raise awareness about it. Philanthropy is a major part of sorority life. We take
great pride in that because we’re very hands on with our service. There’s daily
opportunities to help out and engage in our philanthropy Service for Sight.”
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trapp
“Living in Houma is like living in most small towns in that everyone knows
either you or your family. It’s in that small-town bubble, pretty removed from
everything else going on outside of it. I think what distinguishes Houma from
the rest of Louisiana is the culture. Something I love and really appreciate about
my hometown is that you can still hear French being spoken from some of the
older residents. The restaurants and businesses try to keep a hold of that Cajun
heritage too. When I have downtime, I also like to visit Grand Isle with my
friends. Grand Isle may be one of the best places in the world. It’s a tiny strip of
land surrounded by water, packed full of camps and marinas that always make
for a good time. It’s Louisiana’s own beach destination, so it may be a little
rough around the edges, but there’s no better place to just relax with family or
go fishing with your friends. My favorite fishing memory has got to be watching
some of the phenomena that happens out in the Gulf. To sit on the back of the
boat and watch Porpoises pass by or to see a Blue Marlin jump out of the water
while trying to reel it in is really something special. The coolest part is when
you’re reeling up and you see the flash of the fish from deep under the boat,
and you watch its colors get more clear as it nears the boat. It really is a special
experience to go fishing in the gulf. I think if I could go fishing somewhere
outside of Louisiana, I’d really like to go try and reel in a Goliath Grouper in
Florida. If you’ve never seen clips of people fighting this fish, it is a bruiser of
a creature and looks like a Volkswagen getting pulled out of the deep blue. I
think I’d have a decent shot at getting it in, but even the chance at a fish like that
would be really cool.”
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jack
“I have an internship this summer at Valero in Oklahoma. That’s where they
stuck me because I told them I was interested in going anywhere. I was born
in Oklahoma, and my grandparents live there too, so it works out well. As a
chemical engineering major, I’ve become really interested in petrochemicals
and hydrocarbons. When I graduate, I’m going to go wherever that work takes
me. It would be great though if I could stay in Louisiana. I’ve adopted this place
as my home, and I love it here. I wouldn’t be going to LSU if I didn’t. The culture,
the food, Saturday nights in Death Valley, and even baseball games at the Box
give me energy. I’ve been to a few games this season, and I was big into baseball
in high school. I’ve played since I was like two years old. It’s been my life up until
recently where now I just have to watch it. As a spectator, I’m still very invested
in the team without being a part of it. It’s kind of funny. Pitching was my favorite
thing to do when I played. I was a P-O so I’d just pitch. It was also always fun
messing around on the bench with people while in the middle of the game. Just
playing the game was my favorite thing though. That’s why you play, to be in the
moment! And what I like about pitching is that you get to start every single play.
There’s almost no other sport where the whole entire play revolves around you.
Baseball is just a culmination of one-on-one matchups. It’s just a different kind
of intensity. You’ve done it a million times but it’s mental. You have to hone in,
shake away all of those nerves, and play loose.”
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mylien
“I unfortunately have a math class I’m going to. It took me a while to kind
of figure out what I wanted to do here at LSU. I had met some people along
the way with different careers that I’m into, and chemical engineering
sparked my interest. It felt like it was something that I could thrive at doing.
There are all kinds of stuff you encounter studying it, and I really think
the program is challenging all together. Sometimes you feel like quitting
and then towards the end of the semester you finally get everything. It
feels really accomplishing to say that you got this material that you knew
you had a hard time with at the beginning. I see this as a means to have
financial freedom in a sense. It’s a career that’s really beneficial in southern
Louisiana. On top of that, they pay really well, and they care about their
employees most of the time. I’m hoping to find a company that will hire me
in that way. I guess my overall goal is to have the money to be able to travel
and pay off my own student loans. I like to travel a lot! I think everyone
does. Austria is the coolest place I’ve visited. That’s mainly because it’s a
place I never really thought of as being so exciting. Eastern Europe as a
whole is so different. You can travel the distance of what would be the span
of a state here and the whole culture changes. And when you’re in Austria,
it has a very mountainous terrain, and the people are very proud to be from
where they are. I think it’s interesting. Everyone’s really friendly and the
weather is gorgeous too. There’s just a whole lot to love about that place!”
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heidi
“Hi I’m, Heidi Reed. I’m a freshman at LSU, and I’m involved in FLC, student government
as a UCFY senator, Pre-Optometry Association, Zeta Tau Alpha, and Greek Ambassadors.
I like to join organizations where there’s opportunities to grow in my leadership skill.
It’s important to be a leader on campus because I always like to be a helping hand for
people around me, and I want to grow as a leader for my future job. Leadership skills
are always good to have. One time that particularly impacted me was when I was a
student ambassador at my highschool. Our job was basically to show the kids around
and there was this one girl who I got paired with for the day. We get new buddies on
the first day of school, and still to this day, she says how nice I am and how I helped her
get involved at Parkview and become comfortable. I do think it’s important to inspire
others to pursue leadership roles, but I also think you can’t pressure anyone into that.
It’s a good opportunity for everyone, but some people would just rather be a follower.
And that’s ok! It is important to encourage other people to be involved. I’m a member
of FLC, and in FLC, they pick about 75 freshmen through an application process online
and an interview. We’re separated into small groups of about eight freshmen and two
leaders. You learn about the different branches of Student Government, and then at the
end of the year, you work on an initiative project. You think of something that can help
around campus. And this year, the winning group was given three thousand dollars to
make their initiative happen. I was in the winning group so that was fun. We were the
orange group, and our initiative was to add period products into the LSU Food Pantry.
We interviewed people, took surveys, and asked people if this is something that they’d
use. We got our numbers and presented it to the leadership. There’s so many different
organizations where you can make a difference, and there’s also an organization for
everyone. You can find your people, your place, and make a difference!”
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josh
“Music has always been a huge part of my life. I was playing Sims 3, and my person
in the videogame knew how to play guitar. He played a song that was so great that
I felt like I needed to learn how to play it myself. I don’t know the name of the song,
but it was some little random bit of tune. I still don’t know how to play it ironically, but
literally my dude played it, and I turned off the videogame, grabbed my brother’s
old guitar, and started practicing. That was the first day I picked up the guitar. Now
I’m in a band. The project first started off during the first two weeks of quarantine.
My friend Evan Hendry called me and said he wanted to make an album. He asked
me if I had any song ideas, and I said that I had a couple. Throughout quarantine
we’d get together and practice, but it was hard with social distancing. Eventually
we got a drummer, a bassist, and the whole shindig. We named ourselves “False
Negative” because of a covid joke. It was named that because we thought I had
gotten a false negative test for COVID right before our first gig, but it was fine.
However, we didn’t want it to just be a timely name and get old whenever covid is
over. We’ve since changed our name to “Hotel Burgundy” because burgundy was
the color of our drum set that we’d practice with and “hotel” just sound like a cool
word. The whole thing was such a homemade process. One of my friends goes
to a music college, and he came down to put up soundproofing in my house. We
recorded in my house! It was a very garage band type thing. I play rhythm guitar
for some songs and I sing. Evan Hendry is the lead guitarist, Jonathon Hidalgo is
the bassist, and right now, Jack Bidleman is our drummer. We’ve played at a couple
of events so far including engagement parties, an Alzheimer’s research fundraiser,
and next week we will play for KA at Tulane. Logistics is the hardest part about
being in a band. It’s hard getting everyone together, making sure they know their
parts, getting your equipment to the gigs, and finding time to practice with school.
People shouldn’t be afraid to start a band. You don’t have to be perfect, and you
can make mistakes. Nobody is great at it starting out!”
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elise
“I saw a posting on Facebook of a job opportunity at a magazine. I didn’t know which
magazine it was, but I thought it was worth a shot. I sent in my application, and pretty
soon after, I got an interview at inRegister. Then I got the job! inRegister Magazine
is a lifestyle magazine in Baton Rouge. Most of my articles involve interviews for the
e-newsletters on Tuesdays and Thursdays every week. The Tuesday newsletter is always
design focused, so I usually reach out to interior designers and ask them questions on
design tips or about different homes. I interview a couple of people a week and write
several shorter articles on food or different items around town at local boutiques. I’ve
written about 80 articles. I just wrote one on this world-famous opera singer. Her name
is Lisette Oropesa, and it was really cool to talk to her. She’s literally world famous! She
was raised in Baton Rouge, but she sings internationally. My favorite part of the job is
talking to so many people. I’ve met many local business owners, and everyone is always
so grateful when I’m done. They always give great feedback after I write the articles!
It’s really cool to hear back from people. The most challenging part of the job is making
time for the interviews. Sometimes I have to kick my roommate out for the interviews,
and it takes a lot of focus to conduct them. My advice for other writers is that you should
just go for it! You don’t have to be a writer to write this kind of stuff. I had no prior
writing experience. Before I interviewed for the magazine, I contacted the assistant
editor. I told her I didn’t have any writing experience, but that I was going to start taking
more media classes and could interview at a later time. She just told me no problem and
that you can’t teach this a classroom. It’s just about life experience and anyone can be
a writer! I’ve been published in print three times, and I think that’s really cool! I never
imagined this for myself. I’ve always liked writing, but I never saw myself doing this.
Being able to see my name in the byline for print is just really cool!”
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nolan
“I’ve been snowboarding for about eight years. My family has a timeshare in
Breckenridge, Colorado so we go up there every few years. The very first place
that I learned to snowboard was called Mountain High in California where I’m
originally from. Ever since then, I’ve travelled around the country going to places
in Colorado, places all over California and Montana, and so on. Snowboarding is
so unique in that it’s all on you. It’s super calming the whole time. All you have to
focus on is yourself, your turning and just going down the mountain! You don’t
have to worry about anything else. The mountains usually open up around eight or
nine depending where you go. I’ll wake up early, get breakfast, and head out to the
mountain. I’ll ride the lift up and spend the whole day there. After that, I’ll just hang
out at the hot tub and eat dinner. I’d say I’m high intermediate to early advanced
with my skill level. I’ve done a couple of double-black diamonds, but they’re very
hard. I don’t enjoy them because they’re too difficult to have fun on. The harder
blues and earlier blacks are the ones that I have the most fun snowboarding on. I
can do some jumps and tricks but it’s very easy to get injured. My thing is just being
in control, going fast, and making good carves. I actually injured my shoulder last
year on a ski trip. I caught my toe edge going down a steep run. Since your feet
are locked in on the board, I just fell forward and smashed my shoulder. I’m going
to have to get surgery for it. Last January, I went out to Montana with one of my
buddies and we went snowboarding there. I plan on going to do that again, and
we’re going to go to Big Sky, which is the second biggest ski resort. I’m very excited
if it all works out sometime this winter!”
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shay
“The African American Cultural Center brings together all of the African American
students, and it’s open to everyone on campus to learn about black culture and connect
with minority students. You can come here to learn, discuss things, and even to print
or do work here. It’s just a nice community that’s a hub and safespace for students.
Everyone is welcome! Through work study I got my own job here, and I’ve enjoyed all
that the center has had to offer. I’ve developed a lot of professional and social skills too.
I was nervous at first because I didn’t really like to talk to people. Now I come in and
greet people! Before the pandemic, I’d meet new people here everyday. We’ve worked
hard during the pandemic with zoom meetings online, and we’ve had a few people
come in every now and then. There’s always someone here for you! Usually people will
tell you to look at our resources online, but I extremely encourage people to come inside
and see for yourself how to get involved with the center. You can talk to people who
work here and others who have been here for years. There are people in their masters
program who still come back here talk to the students. I also suggest that people check
out our social media!”
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AED hosts a yearly 5K called Miles for
Medicine that benefits its activities and
philanthropy, Boys and Girls Club of Metro
Louisiana. The 2021 Miles for Medicine was
held virtually, where runners could run
anywhere, any time, and submit their finish
times virtually to win prizes! A safe t-shirt pickup was held at the University Lake for
members who wanted to run around the lake.

AED hosts a yearly suture clinic that is
sponsored by the U.S. Army and allows
members to learn how to suture. Here, Dr.
Vanessa Hannick, emergency medicine
physician, teaches a student how to accurately
tie a suture knot.

At the 2021 Love Purple Live Gold
Awards, AED was honored with the Commitment to Community award. The Commitment
to Community award recognizes a student
organization that commits to serving the LSU,
local and abroad communities; some of the
service AED is engaged in are the Hurricane
Laura supply drive, Pandemic Peers program
and raising funds for the Boys & Girls Club of
Metro Louisiana.

aed club
Alpha Epsilon Delta (AED) Pre-Medical Honor Society is dedicated to strengthening the academic
proficiency and career development of pre-medical students and prepare them for a successful
application and matriculation to medical school.

During a meeting held on Zoom, Dr. Robert Eubanks and Dr. Wanda Thomas, the Deans of Admissions from LSUHSC
School of Medicine in New Orleans and Shreveport, respectively, spoke to AED members about what they are looking for
in medical school applicants. Mr. Robby Bowen, pre-health review committee member, was also in attendance.

AED has a Dance Marathon team that helps
raise funds for Our Lady of the Lake
Children’s Hospital. For 2020-2021, AED
raised $8,110.99, the most it has ever raised!
Additionally, AED won two awards: Highest
Fundraising Participant Team and Best Team
Captain, William Haynes (middle).
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LSU GBOD
(Greek Board of Directors)
The LSU Greek Board of Directors (GBOD) ensures the welfare and continued
growth and development of the Greek community while promoting activities for
the benefit of the LSU Greek and Baton Rouge communities. Created in 2004,
GBOD unifies Greek organizations through programs and serves as an advisory
council to the office of Greek Life in a visionary role to move the Greek community
forward. GBOD Committees consist of Greek Ambassadors, Greek Week, Habitat
for Humanity Fundraising, Public Relations and Songfest. Over the past 14 years,
LSU Greeks have raised more than $2 million for HFHGBR and built 30 houses in
the Baton Rouge community.
Instagram and Facebook: @lsugreeklife

gbod
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The PRSSA Executive board
meeting via Zoom.

PRSSA at LSU
(Public Relations Student
Society of America)
The Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA) is a pre-professional
organization that gives students the chance to gain insight from leading
professionals around the Louisiana area in an effort to prepare its members for the
real world. The purpose of PRSSA is to expose students to the inner workings of
public relations and further acclimate them with good practices.
PRSSA at LSU is the largest student organization in the Manship School of Mass
Communication, and the seventh largest Chapter out of 300 Chapters nationwide. The organization hosts bi-weekly meetings, which feature public relations
professionals from around Louisiana.
Instagram/Twitter: @prssalsu
https://www.prssaatlsu.com/

prssa
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Chris Adams

Morgan Alexander

Faris Alkhoori

Rashid Almaeeni

Jose Anaya Rivera

Rion Askin

Brandon Aucoin

Samantha Aviles

Darryl Barard

LaKaysha Batiste

Jacqueline Begue

Taylor Benoit

Peyton Berger

Ryan Berzas

Puja Bhandari

Karin Bichler
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Gary Blanchard

Linnea Brailsford

Shelby Breaud

Alaycya Browder

Anang Bungwon

Brennan Cadard

Kiara Camacho

Daniella Caraveo

Kyle Carlock

Jeremy Carter

Cory Ceravolo

Sarah Chester

Ann Clark

Jennifer Clark

Nigel Copeland

Caroline Copponex
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Amber Cradeur

Kayla Cureaux

Patryk Czerniewicz

Hannah Dardar

Katelyn David

Anna Davis

John Davis

Lakeisha Davis

Alexis Dees

Marie Claire Dekeyzer

Nicholas Dias

Asela Dikkumbura

Emiley Dillon

Sophia Dinh

Phuong-Lilly Doan

Sabrina Dos Santos
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Evangeline Dubose

Sara Duffy

Shatiyana Dunn

Nandhaguru Durai

Jajuan Eady

Mitchell Edwards

Cesar Escalante

Alborz Fathinezhad

Taylen Fisher

Tyler Foote

Taylor Gaspard

Jenna Gines

Bethani Glover

Jolene Glover

Ehab Gnan

Chase Gomez
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Lauren Gonzales

Olivia Goodson

Kailen Gouch

Laryn Green

Jeremy Guadamud

Cristhiam Gurdian

Sallie Guy

Anna Habacon

Joycelyn Hall

Ahmad Hamed

Amna Hamed

Kaily Nicole Hammond Gouch

Alexander Happoldt

Gabriel Hardy

Barbara Hayes

Bobbi Hebermehl
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Alex Hebert

Sarah Henagan

Bobbi Herbermehl

Michaela Hicks

Beau Hill

Kennedy Hod

Ashlyn Jackson

Jenay Jackson

Reagen Jacobs

Zachary Jacomine

Malsha Jayasinghe

Caylena Jefferson

Eunbae Jeon

Inari Jerome

Felesha Jett

Renia Johnson
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Alexandre Joseph

Eun Chong Kang

Tyson Kauffman

Olivia Kilpatrick

Ross Kimble

DeOndra King

Olivia LaBorde

Emanual Lain

Grace Landry

Annalise LaSavia

Hannah Laviolette

James Lawrence

Blake Leblanc

Fallon Ledoux

Darilyn Lee

McKayla Lew
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Erica Lightell

Tanner Lormand

Christopher Lowder

Cullen Lyle

Tynia Madison

Mae Anne Claire Mangaoil

Larry March

Peyton Matherne

Kenneth McCleary

Travis McMillian

Alvin McQurter

Kevin Meehan

Elizabeth Melillo

Amber Metz

Mark Minias

Subbah Mir
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Aaron Monrose

Mitchell Montanio

Andriana Montoya

Cody Morales

Sayde Murphy

Victoria Myssik

Zakia Nesbitt

LisaMaria Nevels

Nash Odenwald

Segen Ortigo

Sahana Padumane

Diana Pappas

Katheryn Parraga Estrada

Nicholas Pastorello

Ashley PAtron

Collin Pelton
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Elizabeth Perkerson

Erin Phillips

Wilani Porter

Corrine Pritchett

Brianna Profit

Dildorakhon Rasulova

Hagan Reed

Patrick Rees

Ally Rehage

Tyler Reynolds

Davis Richardson

Emiliy Riecke

Jackson Rithce

Pedro Rivera

Sierra Roberspn

Karmyn Robertson
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Kensy Rodriguez

Kristen Romero

Dianna Roxas

Taija Rudolph

Keaton Sabrsula

Trey Sampson

Tonmoy Sarker

Alvin Satches

Kolby Sculthorp

Ishara Senadheera

Adam Serna

Andrew Shelton

Dinushini Siddhiaratchi

Nathan Simmons

Jared Simoneaux

Cyrus Simyari
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Brandon Smith

Cynthia Smith

Jonte Smith

Pedro Sosa

Timothy Stewart

Jordan Tambara

Nick Tamplain

Victoria Tassin

Paris Taylor

Faith Thanni

Ty Theriot

Gabrielle Tornatore

Madison Trhan

Jared Tregre

MaryTrocquet

Alkis Tsolakis
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Brennon Vegas

Rebecca Villavaso

John Viola

Jordan Wall

Lane Watkins

Earlene Watts

Jaisha Whitmore

Exquisite Wiiliams

Brittney Wimberly

Thomas Wolff

Alejandro Yanes

Eliza Zeringue

Hong Zhu

spring graduates
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Thomas Abrahams

Chase Adamcewicz

Tochukwu Agwu

Taha Ahmed

Fahad Alajmi

Lizmari Alcantara

Silas Alexander

Glynnis Alford

Khalifa Alhemeiri

Abdulla Alkaabi

Khalid Alkatheeri

Khaleefa Alkhoori

Abdulaziz Alqahtani

Saleh Alsaadoon

Khalifa Alsaeedi

Hassan Alsalami
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Jonathan Alvarez

Marissa Amos

Melanie Anderson

Nathaniel Anderson

Teriana Andrews

Derica Arthur

Sammy Asbahi

Zachary Averette

Kareem Awad

Monica Ayala

Kyle Babin

Blaire Bailey

Isaiah Bailey

Kolby Balthazar

Justin Bankston

Kandyl Barras
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Adrean Barrios

Neviton Barros

Jake Bartee

Dhanya Basant

Sarah Beadle

Herbert Bean

Mary-Alizabeth Beaullieu

Connor Becnel

Samantha Beekman

Samrawit Belachew

Kourtney Benton

Raleigh Bentz

Alaura Black

Raymond Blunt

Zantavia Bogan

Lauren Bordelon
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Anna Brock

Latarsha Brooks

Cassandra Broussard

Emily Brown

Emma Brown

Rachel Brown

Zachary Brubaker

Jessica Buchanan

Destiny Buraimoh

Cian Butler

Jada Butler

Brady Calcote

Diana Carmona

Laura Carper

Carolyn Carter

Maria Castellanos
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Felicia Chaisson

Hailey Clark

Kamaria Clark

Jamekia Colbert

Taijasmine Cole

Daria Coleman

Pierina Colina Ramos

Rachel Connors

Kelli Conrad

Danielle Conti

Temika Cooks

Callia Cox

Kendall Craig

Garrett Crick

Avonte Crosby

Amber Crumpton
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Jayvee Cruz

Arianne Cutno

Samantha Dalton

Sydnie Darby

Katelynn David

Haley Deblieux

Daniel DeGrange

Brittany Diggs

Dominique Dillard

Conner Dillon

Mya Dixon

Jimmy Doan

Wennifer Caela Donald

Shelby Donovan

Micki Dopson

Sarah Douglas

278

a bcd efg h i j k l m
Karley Doyle

Jalen Drake

Luke Dugas

Robbie Duhe

Lexie Duhon

Hayle Dumas

Bailey Eaton

Orielle Edwards

Lina Efremenkova

Chanuka Elvitigala

Hope Eseose

Tivon Eugene

Chris Falgoust

Virginia Falgoust

Tyler Falk

Cassie Faunce

279

nopqrstuvwxyz
Rebekah Fayard

Jessica Ferguson

Rayana Fisher

Hilda Flores Cantu

Erin Fontenot

Victoria Foret

Zoe Forsyth

Hannah Frederick

Avery Frey

Michael Fulham

Katherine Fuller

Tyler Gaddison

Cierra Gaines

Jaimie Gallagher

Nisha Gallow

Kyle Gambrell
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Emilia Garcia-Saravia

Eva Gatune

Bailey Gerard-Custodio

Miranda Giampieri

Kayla Gibson

Emily Gonzales

Taylor Goss

Mikel Granville

Taylor Graves

Siarra Gremillion

Jeanne Guilbeau

Olivia Hamilton

Kristina Harbin

David Hardy

Morgan Harris

Cearea Harrison
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Patrick Harrison

Wesley Heath

Samantha Henderson

Michael Heng

Kara Hobbs

Khris Hobbs

Heather Hodges

Imogen Hoffman

Jourdyn Hogan

Nathan Holley

Malina Hollier

Jasmine Holmes

Aleah Holts

Genelle Hudson

Dejion Hughes

Taylor Hunter
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Keenan Hurst

Brooklyn Jackson

Bralyn Jacob

Kourtney Janeau

Tayonni Jean-Batiste

Lars Jensen

Alaysia Johnson

Haley Johnson

Loreal Johnson

Morgan Johnson

Zachary Johnson

Brandon Jones

Dante Jones

Ciara Joseph

Katlyn Joubert

Sarah Joubert
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Elliott Kelly

Janna Kelly

Anthony Kenney

Alise Kamryn King

John Klock

Olivia Kluchka

Paulette Kourouma

Andrew Kranz

Chase LaPrime

Lucia Lawson

Noah Leben

Alyssa Leblanc

Hannah LeBlanc

Damien LeBrane

Schyler Lee

Amy Lemaire
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Chase Lemaire

Taylor Leonards

Andrew Levie

Qun Liu

Emma Loetzerich

Grace Lowry

Jordan Lucas

Victoria Luong

Michael Marchand Jr.

Kayla Mauro

Olivia May

Morgan Mayeux

Ashley Maykut

Mikaela Meizoso

Brad Melancon

Blaine Miller
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Jordan Miller

Joseph Mirabin

Caroline Mitchell

Annasophia Molina

Jada Moore

Andrew Morris

Vallory Mustachia

Genesis Myers

Alasia Narcisse

Justin Naylor

Charles Nguyen

Katie Nguyen

Christy Nicko

Kelly O’Connor

Zachary Ochinko

Joshua Ogier
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Raymond Ohler

Gilbert Ototo

Meredith Parker

Chester Parrott

Cristina Patterson

Bailey Perkins

Blairre Perriatt

Claire Peter

Anh Pham

Garrett Phillips

Mercedes Pinzon

Rachel Porter

Megan Potts

Tatianna Puertoreal

Gabriel Ragusa

Chandler Ramsak
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Democrito Rebong

Dean Rhodies

Dominique Riley

Dennis Rivera

Erin Roach

Dennis Robertson

Quan Robinson

Breigh Rodriguez

Michael Rodriguez

Emily Rone

Ilich Rosales

Bridgette Roundtree

Philip Ruffin

Evan Rullman

Amanda Salario

Erica Sanders
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Matthew Sauber

Austin Scheyd

Elisabeth Schmitt

Lauren Schroeder

Tejah Scott

Estelle Seghers

Sophie Sercovich

Codi Settoon

Peter Shallenberger

Kacie Shepeard

Keith Sheppard

Noelle Shipley

Molly Sides

Victoria Silvani

August Simien

Kaitlin Simmons
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Gabrielle Simon

JahNay Singleton

Gabriel Smith

Kylar Smith

Delaynee Spedale Nicosia

Jessica St. John

Virginia Stewart

Christopher Stockdale

Bailey Stovall

Asianna Taienao

Yui Takahashi

Danielle Tardo

Miya Tate

Natheyon Taylor Jr.

Samuel Taylor

Phillip Thang
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Ethan Thibodeaux

Austin Thomassen

Rebecca Tierney

Connor Tillman

Kyle Tilloy

Rayne Torry

Matthew Tran

Horatio Traylor

Autumn Trecek

Jared Tregre

Abigail Trepovicht

Brianna Tullier

Camila Valenzuela

Latasha Valenzuela

Parker Vaughan

Alexiss Ventura
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Christopher Versak

Mallory Von Lotten

Eliana Wackerman

Valori Washington

Ariel Waterman

Jaidyn Weaver

Kaitlyn Welch

Madison Welch

Ashley White

Juliana White

Tori Whiten

Christine Wiley

Kayla Wilford

Candice Wilkinson

Courtney Williams

Samuel Willson
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Aarione Wilson

Aubrey Wilson

Kelly Wilson

Victoria Wilson

Anna Witherington

Anna Blair Wixson

Jennifer Wright

Noah Young

Nathaly Ysaccis Betancourt

Caroline Zaunbrecher

Xiangping Zhang

Jeremy Zuccaro

Graduation photo page designs by Kaleb Latta
All photos courtesy of Lifetouch Special Events
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student media
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“LSU Student Media has been a wonderful
place to work and get experience as a graphic
designer. I have grown and learned so much,
and I will value my time here for years to
come!”
-Emily Poole
(Graphic Designer c/o 2021)

“Working for the Office of Student Media has
been a great opportunity for me! I
especially enjoyed having the freedom to
create my personal illustrations and watch
them come to life!”
-Leilani Reyes
(Graphic Designer c/o 2023)

“What I like the most about working for LSU
Student Media is the fact that I can see my
designs come to life, and maybe brighten a
student’s day when they read The Mag.
Also, I can be openly creative and try different
things while designing without restrictions,
which make me grow as a digital artist.”
-Samira Awad
(Graphic Designer c/o 2023)

advertising
Awards taken home by LSU Advertising and Marketing at the 2020/21
Annual College Media Business and Advertising Managers Conference:
Best Rate Card or Media Kit (1st Place)
2020/2021 Media Kit
Best Paid Design Product, Non-Self-Promotional (1st Place)
Spring Greening Day 2020
Best Living Section (2nd Place)
The Mag Spring Living Guide 2020
Best Print Ad Non-Newspaper (2nd Place)
The Mag Back to School Guide Ad 2020
Best Digital Self-Promotion Ad (Honorable Mention)
The Mag Best of Campus Voting Issue
“Working from home this year was a challenge,
but working with the best team of strong and
supportive women made it enjoyable. Working
for Student Media was a rewarding experience
that has given me a platform to communicate
with the LSU student body in an interactive and
fun way. I couldn’t be more thankful for my job
and the team I work with. Geaux Student Media!”
–Sarah Francioni
(Lead Graphic Designer c/o 2021)

Page by: Emma Reynolds
Photos & info provided by:
Advertising and Marketing
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“Working at the yearbook has really taught me a lot
about taking photos, especially when it comes to ones of
moving objects. This year was definitely a major learning
year which I am completely thankful for!”
Madison Dolive

“Working on the yearbook has been one of my proudest
responsibilities at LSU!”
Kimsey Stewart

“I was so fortunate to have worked with Gumbo this year! I gained so
much experience and I loved being able to cover and learn more about
LSU’s campus. Being a writer this year is an opportunity I’ll never forget
and it made my first year at LSU memorable!”
Victoria Boone

“Working with the Gumbo has been an awesome experience. I’ve had the
opportunity to meet many interesting and insightful people around
campus as the Humans of LSU reporter. I’m looking forward to returning
for my third year as member of the Gumbo team in the Fall. Geaux Tigers!”
Chris MacDowell

“I have thoroughly enjoyed working on the Gumbo staff.
It has allowed me so many opportunities to get involved
on campus and make LSU feel like home.”
Emilie Chenault

“The Gumbo has taught me so much about working in
media sales. It has been an honor working for a yearbook
with such a rich history in the Baton Rouge community.”
Lindsay Chamberlain
Page by: Emma Reynolds

gumbo
“This year’s book is one of my proudest
accomplishments. As an LSU fan since the age of six, I
could have never dreamed of creating a yearbook for this
incredible university.”
Gabe Henderson

2020/21 Gumbo staff
Editor-in-Chief: Gabe Henderson
Creative Designer: Emma Reynolds
Page Manager: Kaleb Latta
Photographer: Madison Dolive
Copy Manager: Kimsey Stewart

Writer: Victoria Boone
Humans Reporter: Chris MacDowell
Marketing Director: Emilie Chenault
Advertising Director:
Lindsay Chamberlain

“Gumbo was such a fun experience! It gave me the
opportunity to be creative, as well as meet a bunch of
different people.”
Emma Reynolds

“Even though COVID-19 restrictions limited our school
year and activities, working with Gumbo to create a
pandemic yearbook was a unique and fun opportunity
I’m glad to be apart of.”
Kaleb Latta

2020/21 KLSU Staff
James Lloyd
Erik Piccoli
Emily Boudreaux
Logan Cullop
Kathryn Burke
Dylan Richie
Sarah Wilcox
Amelie Smith
Diamond Scott
Nathan Long
David Robins
Richard Haydel
Zane Piontek
Kenzie Favaloro
Gianna Militana
Claire Lynch
Rain Scott-Catoire
Melissa Kim
Maddison Jarveaux
Lara Nicholson
Olivia Deffes
Raymond Constantino
Hal Lambert

Page by: Emma Reynolds
Photos and information
provided by: KLSU

Christine Cousins
Matt Dreher
Jacques Gaspard
Daniel Vides
Carter Smith
Olivia Varden
Maddy Marlowe
Gail Segura
Ava Palermo
Kyrin Lewis
Bailey Karr
Marrianne Pineda
Seth Richard
Michael Day
Mason Orantes
Logan Murphy
Jordan Dove
Tyler Viso
Jake Bartee
Ronald Riggs
Sofia McKentry
Sierra Vanderhorst
Thuy-Anh Smith
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Front row (left to right) Emily Boudreaux, David Robins, Lara Nicholson,
Bailey Karr, Dylan Richie, James Lloyd
Middle row Kensie Favaloro, Sierra Vanderhorst, Sofia McKentry,
Melissa Kim, Olivia Deffes
Back row Mason Orantes, Richard Haydel, Tyler Viso, Erik Piccoli,
Nathan Long, Maddy Marlowe, Matt Dreher

Page by: Emma Reynolds
Photos by: Abby Kibler
Info provided by: The Reveille
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the reveille

2020/21 Editorial Team
The Reveille
Editor-in-Chief: Bailey Chauvin
Managing Editor: Brittney Forbes
Digital Editor: Lara Nicholson
News Editor: Anna Jones
Deputy News Editor: Katherine Manuel
Sports Editor: Natasha Malone

Deputy Sports Editor: Reed Darcey
Entertainment Editor: Enjanae’ Taylor
Opinion Editor: Grace Pulliam
Production Editor: Jeannie Delatte
Multimedia Editor: Abby Kibler

Page by: Emma Reynolds
Photos and information
provided by: Tiger TV
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tiger tv

2020/21 Tiger TV
Award Winners
Love Purple Live Gold Award for
Collaborative Program of the Year:
Tigercast
Finalist in “Best Sports Reporting” category:
Kendall Duncan for her feature
“Softball Pitcher Keeps
Pushing”

Winner in “In Depth Reporting” category:
Ally Kadlubar for her piece
“Shuttered Casinos Impact
Economy”
Finalist in “General News Reporting” category:
Ally Kadlubar for her piece
“More House, Less Money”

Page by: Emma Reynolds
Photo by: Kristen Young
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message from the editor
“Creating this yearbook has been the experience of a lifetime.
From the COVID-19 pandemic to all of the social hurdles we as a
society had to climb, the 2020/21 school year has taken a toll on
all of us. I am thankful to be a part of such a wonderful
community at LSU. I am also so proud we were able to create
something I hope the school will be proud of. I want to thank
everyone on the Gumbo staff for all of their hard work this year,
it has truly meant so much to me. Geaux Tigers!”
- Gabe Henderson

